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Foreword

Professor Henry Widdowson

It happens that the publication of this, the
seventh edition of the Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary, comes 250 years after the appearance
of the first comprehensive dictionary of the
English language, compiled by Samuel Johnson.
Much has changed since then. The English that
Johnson described in 1755 was relatively well
defined, still essentially the national property
of the British. Since then, it has dispersed and
diversified, has been adopted and adapted as

an international means of communication by
communities all over the globe. English is now
the name given to an immensely diverse variety
of different usages. This obviously poses a
problem of selection for the dictionary maker:
which words are to be included in a dictionary,
and thus granted recognition as more

centrally or essentially English than the

words that are left out?

Johnson did not have to deal with such
diversity, but he too was exercised with this
question. In his Plan of an English Dictionary,
published in 1747, he considers which words it

is proper to include in his dictionary; whether
‘terms of particular professions’, for example,
were eligible, particularly since many of them
had been derived from other languages. ‘Of such
words,” he says, ‘all are not equally to be
considered as parts of our language, for some

of them are naturalized and incorporated, but
others still continue aliens...". Which words

are deemed to be sufficiently naturalized or
incorporated to count as ‘parts of our language’,
‘real’ or proper English, and thus worthy of
inclusion in a dictionary of the language,
remains, of course, a controversial matter.
Interestingly enough, even for Johnson the
status of a word in the language was not the only,
nor indeed the most important consideration.
For being alien did not itself disqualify words
from inclusion: in a remark which has
considerable current resonance he adds: ‘some
seem necessary to be retained, because the
purchaser of the dictionary will expect to find
them’. And, crucially, the expectations that
people have of a dictionary are based on what
they want to use it for. What Johnson says of his
own dictionary would apply very aptly to OALD:
‘The value of a work must be estimated by its use:
It is not enough that a dictionary delights the
critic, unless at the same time it instructs the
learner...”.

Instructing the learner is what OALD is all
about. Its value, as with any learner’s dictionary,
must be estimated by its use, that it is to say its
usefulness for learning, This is something that
recent developments in language description
might distract us into forgetting. Computers
have now revolutionized the collection and
analysis of language data, and the information
about words that Johnson spent years of
dedicated drudgery to compile is now made
available in a matter of seconds: information
in precise detail about word frequencies, for
example, common patterns of collocation, and
so on. Now that all these new descriptive facts
are at our disposal, it seems self-evident that
they should be recorded in the dictionary.
They are, after all, ‘naturalized’, ‘parts of the
language’, properties of actually occurring, ‘real’
English. But if the value of the work is to be
estimated by its use, we need to consider how
far this information about usage is relevant to
the learner’s purposes.

The importance of words and meanings

for the learner of English cannot simply be
measured by their frequency in current native-
speaker usage. For one thing, infrequent words
are always likely to make an unexpected
appearance, and to pose problems of receptive
understanding. And there are words which may
not show up as being of very common
occurrence overall, but which are prominent in
certain domains of use which learners will need
to engage with, or have become current in
communities of users of English as an
international language. We also need to bear in
mind that a corpus of contemporary written
texts will only tell us about what has been
currently written, not what is currently read.
Learners of English will often need to read texts
which are not recent, where they will encounter
words of literary or outdated usage. They will,
reasonably enough, expect to find infrequent
words of this kind in a dictionary that claims to
be designed to meet their needs. They will find
words of this kind in this edition of OALD.

Descriptive facts have to be related to
pedagogic factors. This applies not only to
what information about words and meanings
itis appropriate to include, but also how it is to
be presented. OALD, like other dictionaries,



deals with word meanings in two ways: by
explanation and by exemplification. Ina
learner’s dictionary especially, it is obviously
necessary to explain the meaning of a word by
defining it in simple terms. One way of doing
this is to compile a restricted list of words which
is custom-made for defining purposes. CALD
makes use of such a defining vocabulary (the
Oxford 3000). Many of these, of course, are
high-frequency words that occur across a wide
range of usage. But again, frequency is not the
only criterion. The Oxford 3000 is not simply a
list of the 3000 most frequent words of English.
It includes words which would fall outside such
a list, but which are useful for learning as well
as relevant for defining purposes. It is again
usefulness that is the deciding factor.

Although explanations make use of words of
high frequency in naturally occurring usage,
they themselves bear little resemblance to
what naturally occurs, and there is no reason
why they should. with exemplification,
however, it is precisely such usage that has to
be exemplified. The convention in the past was
to cite authentic examples of written language,
especially that produced by the ‘best’ writers.
In recent dictionaries, authenticity remains

a prime consideration, but it is no longer linked
with the authority of prestigious written texts.
Corpus analysis now makes it possible to draw
authentic examples from a vast range of
attested contemporary usage. A concordance
will display hundreds or thousands of them to
choose from. The question is whether there is
any particular reason for choosing one rather
than another.

A corpus is an abundant source of samples

of English usage. If they are to function as
examples, however, then we need to ask just
what it is they are intended to be examples of.
If this is to be of the meaning that has been
previously explained in the entry, they cannot
just be picked out of the corpus at random.
This is because the context in which the sample
of usage originally occurs will usually make it
unnecessary to spell the meaning out. Samples

of the language, isolated from their natural
context of use, will not normally exemplify
word meanings, but will simply show one
instance, among innumerable others, of the
word’s actual occurrence, which, in itself,

is of little if any help to the learner.

It is not only the previously explained
meaning of the word that we might wanta
sample to exemplify, however, but also its
collocational tendencies, how it commonly
co-occurs with others. Again, similar problems
arise. If learners were presented with a range
of samples displayed in a concordance, they
might be able to infer what these tendencies are
by effectively converting samples to examples.
But they clearly cannot do this on the basis of
only a sample or two in a dictionary entry.

In view of these obvious difficulties, rather
than insist on the use of authentic samples,

it would seem to make more sense for a
learner’s dictionary to follow the quite different
principle of pedagogic appropriateness and
to provide, as OALD does, examples that

are designed for the express purpose of
exemplification. This does niot mean that any
less account is taken of the findings of corpus
descriptions, but only that they are taken into
account in ways which make them more
accessible and relevant to learners.

Again it is the needs of the learner that

are given priority, and this is what, from its
early beginnings, has always marked OALD as
distinctive. Although, in a way, all dictionaries
of English date back to 1755, OALD has its

own unique origins in a dictionary published
by Oxford University Press in 1948, with

A S Hornby as its principal editor. It bore the
title: A Learner’s Dictionary of Current English.
Though the title has changed, OALD follows the
same basic principle: how much of the English
now current in the world is to be included, and
how it is to be presented, will depend on who
the dictionary is designed for. OALD is not just
another dictionary of current English, but
essentially a learner’s dictionary. And this
makes alt the difference.
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Key to dictionary entries

Finding the word

Information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in
alphabetical order of headwords. Compound words are in separate entries,
also arranged alphabetically.

book -bind-er /'bukbamda(r)/ noun a person whose job

headwords

is fastening the pages of books together and putting covers
onthem y hook hind-ingfoun (U]

book case /'bukkers/ noun a piece of furniture with
shelves for keeping books on

‘book club roun 1 an organization that sells books
cheaply to its members 2 = BOOK GROUP eniry

Some headwords can have more than one part of speech.

blind fold/ blamdfeutd; NAmE fovld/ noun, verb, adj., adv. }
«N0un something that is put over sb’s eyes so they cannotsee ~ headword and all

Squares show where the
information on each part
of speech begins.

wverb (W to cover sb’s eyes with a piece of cloth or other possible parts of speech
covering so that they cannot see: The hostages were tied up
and blindfolded.
wad)., ady. (BrE}(also plind-fold-edBrE, NAmE) with the eyes
covered: The reporter was taken blindfold to a secret location.
o I knew the way home blindfold (= because it was so
famniliar). ¢ I could do that blindfold (= very easily, with no
problems).

There are some words in English that have the same spelling
as each other but different pronunciations.

The small homonym number
shows that this is the first of
two headwords spelled gill.

I
Different pronunciation is L

given at each headword.

gill" /o1/ noun [usually pl] one of the openings on the side
of a fish’s head that it breathes through—picture = pacE
R20 10 the 'gills (informal) completely full: I was
stuffed to the gills witﬁ chocolate cake.

jl1Z /d31l/ noun a unit for measuring liquids. There are
gfonr gillsin a pint.

There are also some words in English that have more than one possible
spelling, and both spellings are acceptable. Information about these words
is given at the most frequent spelling.

T————[ ban-ister{also han-nistey /'bnistalt)/ noun (BrE also

he variant spelling
is given in brackets.

the blue triangle shows where
1he derivative section starts.

ban-is-ters/pl.]) the posts and rail which you can hold for
support when going up or down stairs: to hold on to the
banister /banisters—picture at STAIRCASE

At the entry for the less frequent spelling a cross-reference directs
you to the main entry.

ban nister= BANISTER

American English forms and irregular forms of verbs are treated in the same way.

Some words that are derivatives of other words do not have their own entry
in the dictionary because they can be easily understood from the meaning of
the word from which they are derived (the root word). They are given in the
same entry as the root word, in a specially marked section.

be-lated/brlertid/ adj. coming or happening late: a belated
birthday present y pe lated-lyadv.
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You can find idioms and phrasal verbs in separate sections,
marked with special symbols.

fetch ow /fetf/verb

1 (especially BrE) to go to where sh/sth is and bring them/it
back: [VN] to fetch help / a doctor © The inhabitants have to
walk a mile to fetch water. o She’s gone to fetch the kids from
school. o [VNN] Could you fetch me my bag? 2 [VN] to be sold
for a particular pricqggy] SELL FOR: The painting is expect-
ed to fetch $10 000 at auctiongixy fetch and 'carry (for '}

sh) todoalotoflittle jobs for sb as if you were their servant idioms section with

phrasal verbs section
with symbol
(see pages R40-1}

[ @, fetch 'up (informal, especially BrE ) to arrive some symbol [ETM
(see page R49)

Finding the meaning

Some words have very long entries. It is not usually necessary to
read the whole entry from the beginning, if you already know
something about the general meaning that you are looking for.

spin 0w /spm/verb, noun
u verbdpinning, spun, spun /span/)

Short cuts show the
context or general
meaning.

+ TURN ROUND QUICKLY 1 ~ (sth) (round/around) to turn
round and round quickly; to make sth do this: [V] The plane
was spinning out of control. o aspinning ice skater ¢ My head -
is spinning (= Ifeelasifmy head is going aroundandIca’t | Meanings that are closely
balance). o [VN] to spin a ball/coin/wheel 2 ~ (round/ related share the same
around) to turn round quickly once; to make sb do this: [V] short cut.
He spun around to face her. [also VN]

| . MAKE THREAD 3~ (A into B) | ~ (B from A) to make thread
from wool, cotton, silk, etc. by twisting it; [V] She sat by the
window spinning. ¢ [VN] to spin and knit wool o spinning silk
into thread

L— . OF SPIDER/SILKWORM 4 [VN] to produce thread from its

body to make a web or COCOON: a spider spintning a web

Understanding and using the word

Words printed in larger

type and with a O-s symbol

spin Ow /spm/verb, noun
® verbdpinning, spun, spun /span/)

are part of the Oxford 3000

list of important words
(see pages R99—-113).

aardvark /‘advak; NAmME ‘wrdvark/ noun an animal — — -
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue and pronunciation, with
that eats insects American pronunciation

where it is different

Stress marks show stress on | (see pages R118-9).

compounds.

Jbaby 'srand noun asmall GRAND PIANO

Irregular forms of verbs,
with their pronunciations.
Irregular plurals of nouns
are also shown.

— cling /Kim/verb {lung, clung /Klan/)[V]'1 ~ (on) to sh/sth| 7]

~ on/together to hold on tightly to sb/sth: survivors cling- i

ing toaraft o She clung on to her baby. ¢ Cling on tight! o They 1 prt;posnlons, aduertis
clung together, shivering with cold. &> note at HOLD 2 ~ (to an struc‘su res '{hat @n
sth) to stick to sth: a dress that clings (= fits closely and  be used with this word
shows the shape of your body) ¢ The wet shirt clung to his 7|

chest. 3 ~ (to shj (usually disapproving) to stay close to sb,
especially becauge you need them emotionally: After her

d examples of usein
italic type

label giving information about usage

(see inside front caver)

hearty /'ha:ti; NAME 'harti/ adj., noun

comparatives and
superlatives of adjectives

{ = adj. heartier, hearti-est ) [usually before noun] showing
friendly feelings for sb: a hdarty welcome 2 (sometimes dis-
approving) loud, cheerful and full of energy: a hearty and
boisterous fellow ¢ a hearty poice 3 [only before noun] (of a

| information on use of adjectives (see page R47)



dock/dok; NAME dukf noun, verb

wftoun 1 [C] a part of a port where ships are repaired, or
where goods are put onto or taken off them: dock workers
o The ship was in dock.—see also DRY DocK 2 docks |

Ipl] a group of docks in a port and the buildings around  ~ fixed form of noun
them that are used for repairing ships, storing goods, etc.
3 [c] (NAmE) = JETTY 4 [C] (NAmE) a raised platform for
Toading vehicles or trains 5 [d] the part of a court where
the person who has been accused of a crime stands or sits

information on

different types of noun during a trial: He'’s been in the dock (= on trial for a crime) ] -
(see pages R42~-3) several times glready. 6 [U] awild plant of northern Europe common phrase in
arge €4Ves that can be rubbed on skin that has bold type in example
[ beenstung by NETTLES to make it less painful: dock leaves (see page R48)
word used in definition that wverb 1 ifa sl-gp docks or y[m]l do?fk a ship, it saiés ix:ito :
i i HARBOUR and stays there: [V] The ferry is expected to doc
is not in the Oxford 3000 at 6. [also vN] 2 if two sPACECRAFT dock, or are docked, —|

they are joined together in space: [VN] Nextyear; a technol- _J verb pattern codes
ogy module will be docked on the space station. [also V] (see pages R36-9)

Build your vocabulary

The dictionary also contains a lot of information that will help
you increase your vocabulary and use the language productively.

stable o /'stebl adj., noun, verb
wadj. 1 firmly fixed; not likely
to move, change or fail

ERISTEADY: stable prices o a

WORD FAMILY
stahle adj (+ unstable)
stability n. (= instability)

Special symbols show stable relationship o Thisladder | opitize v Word families show
synonyms and opposites. doesn't seem very stable. ¢ The words related to the
patient’s condition is stable (= it is not getting worse). headword.

2 (of a person) calm and reasonable; not easily upset
BALANCED: Mentally, she is not very stable. 3 (technical) (of
a substance) staying in the same chemical or ATOMIC
state: chemically stable [GIZIUNSTABLE » sta-bly/sterbli/

Notes help you choose the right word, and also help with difficult grammar
points. They are all listed on pages R93—-6.

SYNONYMS

- - pay

words listed in order of foot the bill » pick up the bill/tab

how frequent they are These words all mean to give sb money for work they have

dane or.goads they have supplied.
ayio give sh money for work, goods, services, etc.: I'll pay
for the tickets. o Her parents paid for her to go to Canada. o
She pays £200 a week for this apartment.
o 'm paid $100 a day.

foot the hilkrather informal) to pay the cost of sth:

Once again it will be the taxpayer who has to foot the bill.

pick up the hill/tab{rather informal) to pay the cost of sth:
The company will pick up the tab for your hatel room.

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS

ato pay/ootthe bill/pick up the bill/tab for sth
nto haveto pay/footthe bill/pick up the bill/tab

Cross-references refer you to information in other parts of the dictionary.

bear vw/bea(r); NAmEberf verb, noun
oun 1 a heavy wild animal with thick fur and sharp
CLAWS (= pointed parts on the ends of its feet). There are

many types of bear: a black bear—see also GR1ZZLY BEAR, +
POLAR BEAR, TEDDY BEAR 2 (finance) a person who sells See also refersyouto a
shares in.a company, etc., hoping to buy them back later at word with a similar or
{ a lower pn:ce—.—compare‘BULL'-—-see also BEARISH. [} related meaning.
Compare refersyoutoa _like a bear with a sore headinformal}bad-tempered or
word with a contrasting in abad-tempered way :

meaning.

xiti
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Numbers

1040 form / ten 'forti form; NAmE 'Eorrti forrm/
noun (in the US) an official document in which you give
details of the amount of money that you have earned so
that the government can calculate how much tax you
have to pay

12 /twelv/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given
to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least twelve years old;

a film/movie that has this label: I can take the
kids too —it'sa 12.

1471 /'wanfo: sevn wan; NAmE fair/ (in Britain)
the telephone number you can use to find out the
telephone number of the person who called you
most recently, and the time the call was made

15 /.fif'ti:n/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given to a
film/movie to show that it can be watched legally only
by people who are at least fifteen years old; a
film/movie that has this label

18 /,er'tim/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given
to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least eighteen years old;

a film/movie that has this label

18-wheeler / ertimn 'wizla(r)/ noun (NAmE)

a very large truck with nine wheels on each side

20/20 vision / twenti twenti 'visn/ noun
the ability to see perfectly without using

glasses Or CONTACT LENSES

2.1 /,tu: 'wan/ noun the upper level of the second
highest standard of degree given by a British oran
Australian university: 1 got a 2.1

2.2 /,tu: 'tuz/ noun the lower level of the second

highest standard of degree given by a British oran
Australian university

Symbols

= equals; is the same as
# doesnotequal; is different from
= jsapproximately equal to
> ismore than
< isless than
because
therefore
v correct
X incorrect
used to mark important points
{called an ASTERISK)
& and (called an AMPERSAND)
# (Brf) masH (NAmE POUND sIGN) the symbol

used for example on telephones, and in
addresses in the US

DITTO; the same word as above

24-hour clock /. twenti forr ava 'klpk; NAmME aver
klazk/ noun the system of using twenty four numbers
to talk about the hours of the day, instead of dividing it
into two units of twelve hours
24/7 /twenti fo: 'seven; NAmE foxx/ adv. (informal)
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week (used to
mean ‘all the time”): She’s with me all the time—24/7.
3-D (alsothree-D)/ 6ri: 'di:/ noun [U] the quality of
having, or appearing to have, length, width and depth:
These glasses allow you to see the film in 3-D.
35mm / ez:tifarv 'milimista(r); NAmE 83:rti- / noun
the size of film that is usually used in cameras for tak-
ing photographs and making films/movies
4 x4 [ bar 'for; NAME ,fa:r bar 'fair/ noun avehicle
with a system in which power is applied to all four
wheels, making it easier to control
the $64,000 question / sikstifo: 0avznd
\dpla 'kwest fan; NAmE fa:r, dczler/ noun
(informal) the thing that people most want to know,
or that is most important: It’s a clever plan, but the
sixty-four thousand dollar question is: will it work?
911 /,nam wan 'wan/ the telephone number used in
the US to call the police, fire or ambulance services in
an emergency: (NAmE) Call 911.
99 /namti‘nam/ noun (BrE) an ice cream in a CONE
with a stick of chocolate in the top
999 /namnam 'nam/ the telephone number used in
Britain to call the police, fire or ambulance services in
an emergency: (BrE) Dial 999.

@ a

Yo {on an envelope) care of. You address a letterto a
person ‘care of sb else when the place you are
sending it to is not their permanent home.
pound sterling

dollar

euro

copyright

information

parking

male

female

used on the packaging of products to show that
they are made from recycled materials (= that have
been used once then treated so that they can be
used again) , or to show that they can be recycled
after use
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A fe1f noun, symbol, abbr.

8 noun (also @) (pl. As,A’s,a’s Jerz{) 1 [(,U] the first letter
of the English alphabet: ‘Apple’ begins with (an)A/A’. 2 A
[C,u] (music) the 6th note in the scaLE of C MAJOR
3 [¢,u] the highest mark/grade that a student can get
for a piece of work or course of study: She got (an) A in/
for Biology. o He had straight A’s (= nothing but A’s) all
through high school. 4 A [U] used to represent the first of
two or more possibilities: Shall we go for plan A or plan B?
5 A [u] used to represent a person, for example in an
imagined situation or to hide their identity: Assume A
knows B is guilty.—see also A-FRAME, A LEVEL, A-ROAD
I from A to B from one place to another: For me a
car is just a means of getting from A to B. from A to Z
including everything there is to know about sth: He knew
his subject from A to Z.

u symbol 1 used in Britain before a number to refer to a
particular important road: the A34 to Newbury 2 used
(but not in the US) before numbers which show standard
METRIC sizes of paper: a sheet of A4 paper (= 297 x 210mim)
© A3 (= 420 297mm) ¢ A5 (= 210x148mm)

® gbbr. (in writing) AMP(s)

QA 0w /5 strong form e1f (alsoan [en; strong form zen/)
indefinite article
The form a is used before consonant sounds and the
form an before vowel sounds. When saying abbreviations
like ‘FM’ or ‘UN’, use a or an according to how the first
letter is said. For example, ¥ is a consonant, but begins
with the sound/e/and so you say: an FM radio. U is a
vowel but begins with/j/and so you say: a UN declaration.
1 used before countable or singular nouns referring to
people or things that have not already been mentioned:
a man/horse/unit ¢ an aunt/egg/hour/x-ray ¢ I can only
carry two at a time. o There’s a visitor for you. ¢ She’s a
friend of my father’s (= one of my father’s friends).
2 used before uncountable nouns when these have an
adjective in front of them, or phrase following them: a
good knowledge of French ¢ a sadness that won't go away
3 any; every: A lion is a dangerous animal. 4 used to
show that sb/sth is a member of a group or profession:
Their new car’s a BMW. ¢ She’s a Buddhist. ¢ He’s a teacher.
¢ Is that a Monet (= a painting by Monet)? 5 used in front
of two nouns that are seen as a single unit: a knife and
fork @ used instead of one before some numbers: A thou-
sand people were there. 7 used when talking about
prices, quantities and rates pER: They cost 50p a
kilo. ¢ I can type 50 words a minute. ¢ He was driving at
50 miles an hour. 8 a person like sb: She’s a little Hitler.
9 used before sb’s name to show that the speaker does
not know the person: There’s a Mrs Green to see you.
10 used before the names of days of the week to talk
about one particular day: She died on a Tuesday.

a- /e1/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) not; with-
out: atheist ¢ atypical o asexually

A1 adj. (informal) very good: The car was in Al condition.

A2 (level) /er 'tu: levl/ noun [C,U] a British exam usually
taken in Year 13 of school or college (= the final year)
when students are aged 18. Students must first have stud-
ied a subject at AS level before they can take an A2 exam.
Together AS and A2 level exams form the A-level qualifi-
cation, which is needed for entrance to universities: A2
exams © Students will normally take three A2 subjects. ©
He’s doing an A2 (level) in History. ¢ More than 20 subjects
are on offer at A2 level at our college.

AA /et *et/ abbr. 1 (usually the AA) Automobile Associ-
ation (a British organization which provides services for
car owners) 2 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

AAA Jer1 e1 'erf abbr. 1 American Automobile Association
(an American organization which provides services for car
owners) 2 (in the UK) Amateur Athletic Association
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A & E [ e1ond i;/ abbr. ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY

A and P /eron 'piz/ abbr. the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea
Company (a US company that has food shops/stores in all
the states of the US)

A & R /er ond ‘a:(r)/ abbr. artists and repertoire (= the
department in a record company that is responsible for
finding new singers and bands and getting them to sign
a contract with the company)

aard-vark fadvak; NAmE ‘ardvark/ noun an animal
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue
and that eats insects

aargh /a:; NAME axr/ exclamation used to express fear,
anger, or some other strong emotion: Aargh—get that cat
off the table!

aback /obzk/ adv. [EM be taken a'back (by sb/sth) to
be shocked or surprised by sb/sth: She was completely
taken aback by his anger.—see also TAKE SB ABACK >
note at SURPRISE

aba-cus /=hokes/ noun (pl. aba-cuses [kosiz/) a frame
with small balls which slide along wires. It is used as a
tool or toy for counting.

abaft /aba:ft; NAmE o'baeft/ adv. (technical) in or behind
the sTERN (= back end) of a ship

aba-lone | zba'looni; NAmME lou-/ noun [C,U] a SHELL-
FISH that can be eaten and whose shell contains
MOTHER-OF-PEARL

aban-don 0w /ybandan/ verb, noun

w verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (to sth) to leave sb, especially sb you are
responsible for, with no intention of returning: The baby
had been abandoned by its mother. ¢ The study showed a
deep fear among the elderly of being abandoned to the care
of strangers. 2 ~ sth (to sb/sth) to leave a thing or place,
especially because it is impossible or dangerous to stay
LEAVE: Snow forced many drivers to abandon their
vehicles. © They had to abandon their lands to the invading
forces. o He gave the order to abandon ship (= to leave the
ship because it was sinking). 3 to stop supporting or
helping sb; to stop believing in sth: The country aban-
doned its political leaders after the war. ¢ By 1930 he had
abandoned his Marxist principles. 4 to stop doing sth,
especially before it is finished; to stop having sth: They
abandoned the match because of rain. ¢ She abandoned
hope of any reconciliation. 5 ~ yourself to sth (/iterary)
to feel an emotion so strongly that you can feel nothing
else: He abandoned himself to despair.

m poun [U] (formal) an uncontrolled way of behaving that
shows that sb does not care what other people think: He
signed cheques with careless abandon. [EI see GAY adj.

aban-doned 0w /;bendond/ adj.
1 left and no longer wanted, used or needed: an aban-
doned car/house ¢ The child was found abandoned but un-
harmed. 2 (of people or their behaviour) wild; not
following accepted standards

aban-don‘ment /o'bzndenmant/ noun [U] (formal)
1 the act of leaving a person, thing or place with no
intention of returning 2 the act of giving up an idea or
stopping an activity with no intention of returning to it:
the government’s abandonment of its new economic policy

abase /s'bes/ verb [VN] ~ yourself (formal) to act in a way
that shows that you accept sb’s power over you » abase-
ment noun (U]

abashed /a'bat/ adj. [not before noun] embarrassed and
ashamed because of sth that you have done EEI UN-
ABASHED

abate /abert/ verb (formal) to become less strong;; to make
sth less strong: [V] The storm showed no signs of abating. ¢
[VN] Steps are to be taken to abate pollution. » abate-
ment noun [U]
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abattoir 2

ab-at-toir/'=bstwa:(r)/ noun (BrE) = SLAUGHTERHOUSE
abaya/e'betjo; NAmME o'batja/ noun a full-length piece of
clothing worn over other clothes by Arab men or women
abba'aba/ (also appa/'ape/) noun (IndE) (especially as a
form of address) a father

ab-bess/'zbes/ noun a woman who is the head of a con-
VENT

abbey/'®=bi/ noun a large church together with a group
of buildings in which MONKs or NUNS live or lived in the
past: Westminster Abbey ¢ a ruined abbey

abbot/'&bst/ noun a man who is the head of a MONAS-
TERY OF an ABBEY
ab-bre-vi-ate/s'brizviert/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~
sth (to sth) to make a word, phrase or name shorter by
leaving out letters or using only the first letter of each
word ETISHORTEN: the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (usu-
ally abbreviated to JPL) » abbreviated adj.: Where
appropriate, abbreviated forms are used.
ab-bre-vi-ation/abrizvieifn/ noun 1 [C] ~ (offfor sth)
a short form of a word, etc.: What's the abbreviation for
‘Saint’? 2 [U] the process of abbreviating sth
ABC e1bi: 'si:/ noun, abbr.
wioun [sing.] (Brf) (NAmE ABCs[pl.]) 1 all the letters of
the alphabet, especially as they are learnt by children:
Do you know your ABC? 2 the basic facts about a subject:
the ABC of gardening [[Jisee EASY
wabbr. American Broadcasting Company (a large national
American television company)
ab-di-cate/'zbdikert/ verb 1 to give up the position of
being king or queen: [V] He abdicated in favour of his son.
© [VN] She was forced to abdicate the throne of Spain.
2 [VN] ~ responsibility/your responsibilities to fail or
refuse to perform a duty » ab.di.cation/zbdrkeifn/
noun [u,c]
ab-do-men/'®&bdemen/ noun 1 the part of the body
below the chest that contains the stomach, BOWELS, etc.
2 the end part of an insect’s body that is attached to its
THORAX—picture = PAGE R21
ab-dom-inalz=b'domml; NAmE “da:m-/ adj., noun
wadj. [only before noun] (anatomy) relating to or connected
with the abdomen: abdominal pains
wioun abdominalsalso informal abg [pl.] the muscles
of the abdomen
ab-duct/=b'dakt/ verb [VN] to take sb away illegally,
especially using force EIKIDNAP » ab-duction/z=b-
‘dakfn/ noun [U,C]
ab-duct-e€ ,=bdak'ti:/ noun a person who has been ab-
ducted
ab-duct-or®b'dakta(r)/ noun 1 a person who abducts
sb 2 (also ab'ductor musclé¢ (anatomy) a muscle that
moves a body part away from the middle of the body or
from another part—compare ADDUCTOR
abeda'bed/ adv. (old use) in bed
Aberdeen Anguy zbadin ‘®nges; NAmE gber-/ noun
a breed of cow that is black, has no horns and is used for
its meat
Aber-do-niarny zbs'dovnian; NAmE @bar'dou-/ noun a
person from Aberdeen in Scotland » Aber.do-niamdj.
ab-er-rant/z'berant/ adj. (formal) not usual or not so-
cially acceptable: aberrant behaviour
ab-er-ra-tion/,®ba'rerfn/ noun [C,U] {formal) a fact, an
action or a way of behaving that is not usual, and that
may be unacceptable
abet/a'bet/ verb ( t§- [VN] to help or encourage sb to do
sth wrong: He was abetted in the deception by his wife.
[EITSee AIDV.
abey-ance/@'beans/ noun [U] G in abeyance(for-
mal) not being used, or being stopped for a period of time
ABH e1bi: ‘ert]/ abbr. (BrE, law) ACTUAL BODILY HARM
abhor/sbhoi(r)/ verb ( -r [VN] (not used in the progres-
sive tenses) (formal) to hate sth, for example a way of

behaving or thinking, especiaily for moral reasons
ETIDETEST, LOATHE
ab-hor-rence /ab'horans; NAmE -hor-; -'hax-/ noun
[u,sing.] (formal) a feeling of strong hatred, especially for
moral reasons
ab-hor-rent/sb’horent; NAmE -"ho:r-; “har-f adj. (formal)
~ {to sb) causing hatred, especially for moral reasons
EESIJREPUGNANT: Racism is abhorrent to a civilized
society.
abide/obaid/ verb ( abided abided [CEXIN sense 2
abode is also used for the past tense and past participle.
1 [vN] can’t/couldn’t ~ sh/sth to dislike sb/sth so much
that you hate having to be with or deal with them
ERTIBEAR, STAND: [ can’t abide people with no sense of hu-
mour. ¢ He couldn’t abide the thought of being cooped up in
an office. 2 [V + adv./prep.] (old use or formal) to stay or
live in a place: May joy and peace abide in us all. NLET
a'bide by sthto accept and act according to a law, an
agreement, etc.: You'll have to abide by the rules of the
club. o We will abide by their decision.
abid-ing/o'baidy/ adj. (formal) (of a feeling or belief)
lasting for a long time and not changing

abil-ity O-w/sbleti/ noun (pl. -ie}
1 [sing.] ~ to do sth the fact that sb/sth is able to do sth:
The system has the ability to run more than one program at
the same time. & Everyone has the right to good medical
care regardless of their ability to pay. ¢ A gentle form of
exercise will increase your ability to relax. GIZJINABILITY
2 {¢,u] alevel of skill or intelligence: Almost everyone has
some musical ability. ¢ He was a man of extraordinary abil-
ities. o students of mixed abilities © A woman of her ability
will easily find a job. ¢ I try to do my job to the best of my
ability (= as well as I can).
-ability -ibility=>-asLE
ab ini-tio/ @b rnifieu; NAME -ou/ adv., adj. (from Latin,
law or formal)
wsady. from the beginning: The agreement was declared void
ab initio.
wadj. starting from the beginning: the ab initio design of a
new car
abi-ot-ic/ebarotik; NAmE “a:tik/ adj. (technical) not
involving biology or living things: abiotic processes
ab-ject /'=bdszekt/ adj. [usually before nounl (formal)
1 terrible and without hope: abject poverty/misery/
Sfailure 2 without any pride or respect for yourself: an
abject apology » abjectlyadv.
ab-jurefsb'dzua(r); NAME ab'dzur/ verb [VN] (formal) to
promise publicly that you will give up or reject a belief or
away of behaving EIJRENOUNCE
ahb-la-tionys'blerfn/ noun [U] (geology) the loss of mater-
ial from a large mass of ice, snow or rock as a result of the
action of the sun, wind or rain
ab-la-tive/'=blativ/ noun (grammar) (in some languages)
the form that a noun, a pronoun or an adjective can take
to show, for example, who or what sth is done by or
where sth comes from—compare ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE,
GENITIVE, NOMINATIVE, VOCATIVE b ab.la tiverd.
ablaze/ablerz/ adj. [not before noun] 1 burning quickly
and strongly: The whole building was soon ablaze. © Cars
and buses were set ablaze during the riot. 2 ~ (with sth)
full of bright colours or light: The trees were ablaze with the
colours of autumn. ¢ There were lights still ablaze as they
drove up to the house. 3 ~ (with sth) full of strong emo-
tion or excitement: He turned to her, his eyes ablaze with
anger.

able ow/el/adj.

1 ~ to do sth (used as a
modal verb) to have the
skill, intelligence, oppor-
tunity, etc. needed to do - i
sth: You must be able to d!sab!gd adj.

speak French for this job. o4 | isability n.

viral illness left her barely able to walk. ¢ I didn’t feel able to
disagree with him. o Will you be able to come? N-
ABLE > note at cAN' 2 ( ablef'etbla(r)/, ablest'erblist/)

WORD FAMILY
able adj. (# unable)
ability n. (# inability)
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intelligent; good at sth: the ablest student in the class > We
aim to help the less able in society to lead an ind di

about
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life.—see also ABLY

-able sible suffix (in adjectives} 1 that can or must be:
calculable © taxable 2 having the quality of: fashionable
© comfortable ¢ changeabley -ability .ibility (in nouns):
capability o responsibiliteably -ibly (in adverbs): notice-
ably ¢ incredibly

able-bodied ad. physically healthy, fit and strong in
contrast to sb who is weak or disabled

able-ism /'etblizam/ noun [U] unfair treatment of dis-
abled people by giving jobs or other advantages to ABLE-
BODIED people

able 'seaman noun a sailor of lower rank in the British
navy

ab-lu-tions /ablwfnz/ noun [pl.] (formal or humorous)
the act of washing yourself

ably /['embli/ adv. skilfully and well: We were ably assisted by
a team of volunteers.—see also ABLE(2)

ABM /et bi: 'em/ noun (Canf) automated banking ma-
chine; a machine inside or outside a bank, in a shopping
centre, etc. from which you can get money at any time of
day by putting in a special card

ab-neg-ation /abnrgeifn/ noun [U] (formal) the act of
not allowing yourself to have sth that you want; the act of
rejecting sthy abnegate /'®=bnigert/ verb [VN]

ab-normal /®bnoml; NAmE -‘norrml/ adj. different
from what is usual or expected, especially in a way that
is worrying, harmful or not wanted: abnormal levels of
suggr in the blood © They thought his behaviour was abnor-
mal. GIF3 NORMALM abnormally /=bmomali; NAmE
“noxrm-{ adv.: abnormally high blood pressure

ab-nor-mal-ity /&bnomalsti; NAmE noxr'm-/ noun (pl.
-jes ) [C,u] a feature or characteristic in a person’s body or
behaviour that is not usual and may be harmful, worrying
or cause illness: abnormalities of the heart © congenital/
Joetal abnormality

Abo /‘®bau; NAME ‘=bou/ noun {piabos ) (AustralE, taboo,
informal) an extremely offensive word for an Aborigine

aboard /obod; NAmE a'borrd/ adv., prep. on or onto a
ship, plane, bus or trai ON BOARD: We went aboard.
© He was already aboard the plane. ¢ The plane crashed
killing all 157 passengers aboard. o All aboard! (= the
bus, boat, etc. is leaving soon) ¢ Welcome aboard! (=
used to welcome passengets or a person joining a new
organization, etc.)

abode /obaud; NAME a'boud/ noun [usually sing.] (formal
or humorous) the place where sb lives: homeless people of
no fixed abode (= with no permanent home) ¢ You are
most welcome to my humble abode.—see also ABIDEV.,
RIGHT OF ABODE

abol-ish /a'bolif; NAME a'ba:l-/ verb [vN] to officially end
a law, a system or an institution: This tax should be
abolished.

abo-li-tion /@ba'lifn/ noun [U] the ending of a law, a
system or an institution: the abolition of slavery

abo-Jition-ist /@ba'lifonist/ noun a person who is in
favour of the abolition of sth

‘A-homb noun = ATOM BOMB

abom-in-able /o'bovmmebl; NAmE o'ba:m-/ adj. extreme-
ly unpleasant and causing disgustggy] APPALLING, DIS-
GUSTING: The judge described the attack as an abominable
crime. & We were served the most abominable coffee.

» abominably /o'bommabli; NAME eba:m-/ adv.: She
treated him abominably.

A bominable 'Snowman roun = YETI

abomin-ate /obuvminert; NAME o'bam-/ verb [VN] (not
used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to feel hatred or
disgust for sth/sb

abom-in-ation /abpmrneifn; NAME sba:m-/ noun (for-
mal) a thing that causes disgust and hatred, or is con-
sidered extremely offensive
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inal /@baridzenl/ adj., noun
(usually Aboriginal ) relating to the original
people living in Austr§1ia: the issue of Aboriginal land
rights 2 relating to the original people, animals, etc. of
a place and to a period of time before Europeans arrived:
the aboriginal peoples of Canada o aboriginal art/culture
u noun (usuallyahoriginal ) 2 member of a race of pecple
who were the original people living in a country, espe-
cially Australia—see also KOORI
abo-ri-gine /®boTdseni/ noun1 amember of arace of
people who were the original people living in a country
2Aborigine a member of the race of people who were
the original people of Australia—see also KOOR1
abort /@boit; NAME a'bort/ verb 1 [VN] to end a PREG-
NANCY early in order to prevent a baby from developing
and being born alive: to abort a child/pregnancy/foe-
tus 2 [V] (technical) to give birth to a child or young ani-
mal too early for it to survive: The virus can cause pregnant
animals to abort.—see also Mmiscarry 3 [often passive] to
end or cause sth to end before it has been completed,
especially because it is likely to fail: [VN] We had no option
but to abort the mission. ¢ [V] (computing) If the wrong
password is given the program aborts.
abor-tion /o'ba:fn; NAmE aboxrfn/ noun 1 [U] the delib-
erate ending of a PREGNANCY at an early stage: to sup-
port/oppose abortion ¢ a woman’s right to abortion ¢
abortion laws ¢ Pve always been anti-abortion. 2 [C] a
medical operation to end a PREGNANCY at an early stage:
She decided to have an abortion. gy TERMINATION—
compare MISCARRIAGE
abor-tion-ist /oba:fanist; NAmE a'bo:r]-/ noun a person
'who performs abortions, especially illegally
abortive /ebativ; NAmE a'bortiv/ adj. (formal) (of an
action) not successful; failed UNSUCCESSFUL: an
abortive military coup ¢ abortive attempts to divert the
course of the river
abound /9'baund/ verb [v] to exist in great numbers or
quantities: Stories about his travels abound.
a'bound with/in sth to have sth in great numbers or
quantities: The lakes abound with fish.—see also ABUN-
DANCE, ABUNDANT

about ow /abaut/ adv., prep., adj.
u adyv. 1 a little more or less than; a little before or after
APPROXIMATELY: [t costs about $10. ¢ They waited
) about an hour. © He arrived (at) about ten. 2 nearly;
very close to: I'm just about ready. © This is about the best
we can hope for. 3 (especially Br) in many directions; here
and there: The children were rushing about in the garden.
4 (especially BrE) in no particular order; in various places:
Her books were lying about on the floor. 5 (especially BrE)
doing nothing in particular: People were standing about in
the road. 6 (especially BrE) able to be found in a place:
There was nobody about. ¢ There’s a lot of flu about.
7 (technical or formal) facing the opposite direction: He
brought the ship about. => note at AROUND[GIT) that's
about ‘all |that’s about 'it used to say that you have
finished telling sb about sth and there is nothing to add:
‘Anything else?’ ‘No, that’s about it for now.’—more at
JUsTadv., ouT adv.

u prep. 1 on the subject of sb/sth; in connection with sb/
sth: a book about flowers ¢ Tell me all about it. © What’s
she 5o angry about? ¢ There’s something strange about him.
© 1 don’t know what you’re on about (= talking about). ¢
There’s nothing you can do about it now. 2 used to de-
scribe the purpose or an aspect of sth: Movies are all
about making money these days. © What was all that
about? (= what was the reason for what has just hap-
pened?) 3 busy with sth; doing sth: Everywhere people
were going about their daily business. © And while you’re
about it ... (= while you're doing that) 4 (especially BrE)
in many directions in a place; here and there: We wan-
dered about the town for an hour or so. ¢ He looked about
the room. 5 {especially BrE} in various parts of a place;
here and there: The papers were strewn about the room.
6 (especially BrE) next to a place or person; in the area
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about-turn ‘|
mentioned: She’s somewhere about the office. 7 (literary)
surrounding sb/sth: She wore a shawl about her shoulders.
[ how/what about ... ? T used when asking for
information about sb/sth: How about Ruth? Have you
heard from her? ¢ I'm having fish. What about you?
2 used to make a suggestion: How about going for a
walk? o What about a break?

n9dj. [Em be about to do sthto be close to doing sth; to
be going to do sth very soon: I was just about to ask you the
same thing. not be about to do sthto not be willing to
do sth; to not intend to do sth: I've never done any cooking
and I'm not about to start now.

a,bout-"turn(BrE) (also a hout-'face NAME, BrE) noun
sing.] a complete change of opinion, plan or behaviour:
The government did an about-turn over nuclear energy.

above 0w /obav/ prep., adv., adj.

mprep. 1 at or to a higher place or position than sth/sb:
The water came above our knees. ¢ We were flying above the
clouds. ¢ the people in the apartment above mine ¢ A cap-
tain in the navy ranks above a captain in the army. ¢ They
finished the year six places above their local rivals. 2 more
than sth; greater in number, level or age than sb/sth:
Inflation is above 6%. © Temperatitres have been above aver-
age. ¢ We cannot accept children above the age of 10. 3 of
greater importance or of higher quality than sb/sth: I rate
her above most other players of her age. 4 too good or too
honest to do sth: She’s not above lying when it suits her. ¢
He’s above suspicion (= he is completely trusted). 5 (of a
sound) louder or clearer than another sound: I couldn’*
hear her above the noise of the traffic. [ above ‘all
most important of all; especially: Above all, keep in touch.
a'bove yourself (disapproving) having too high an opin-
ion of yourself —more at ovER prep.

madv. 1 ator to a higher place: Put it on the shelf above. ¢
Seen from above the cars looked tiny. ¢ They were acting on
instructions from above (= from sb in a higher position of
authority}. 2 greater in number, level or age: increases of
5% and above ¢ A score of 70 or above will get you an A’ ¢
children aged 12 and above 3 earlier in sth written or
printed: As was stated above ... ¢ See above, page 97.

wadj. [only before noun] mentioned or printed previously in
a letter, book, etc.: Please write to us at the above address.
» the aboveoun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.]: Please notify us if
the above is not correct. ¢ All the above (= people men-
tioned above) have passed the exam.

WHICH WORD?

-above - over

mAbove and over can both be used to describe a
position higher than something: They built a new room
abave/over the garage. When you are talking about
movement from one side of something to'the other,
you can only use over: They jumped over the stream.
Over can also mean ‘covering’: He put a blanket over
the sleeping child.

wAbove and over can also mean ‘more than'. Above is
used in relation to a minimum level or a fixed point:
2000 feet above sea level o Temperatures will not rise
above zero tonight. Over is used with numbers, ages,
money and time: He's over 50. ¢ it costs over £100. o We
waited over 2 hours.

a bove ‘boardad;., adv. legal and honest; in a legal and
Honest way: Don’t worry; the deal was completely above
board. If card players keep their hands above the
table (the anrd), other players can see what they are
doing.

a hove-'‘mentionedadi. [only before noun] mentioned
or named earlier in the same letter, book, etc.

abra-ca-dabra /2brake'debrs/ exclamation a word
that people say when they do a magic trick, in order to
make it successful

ab-rade/?'breid/ verb [VN] (technical) to rub the surface
of sth, such as rock or skin, and damage it or make it
rough

ab-ra-sion /ebremsn/ noun (technical) 1 [C] a damaged
area of the skin where it has been rubbed against sth
hard and rough: He suffered cuts and abrasions to the
face. 2 [u] damage to a surface caused by rubbing sth
very hard against it: Diamonds have extreme resistance to
abrasion.

abra-sive/a'bremsiv/ adj., noun

aadj. 1 an abrasive substance is rough and can be used to
clean a surface or to make it smooth; abrasive kitchen
cleaners 2 (of a person or their manner) rude and un-
kind; acting in a way that may hurt other people’s feelings
» abrasively?dV. abrasivenessnoun [U]

mf10un a substance used for cleaning surfaces or for mak-
ing them smooth

abreast/a'brest/ adv. ~ (of sh/sth) next to sb/sth and fa-
cing the same way: cycling two abreast ¢ A police car drew
abreast of us and signalled us to stop. keep abreast
of sth to make sure that you know e MOSL recent
facts about a subject: It is almost impossible to keep abreast
of all the latest develop in computing.

abridge [a'brid3/ verb [VN] to make a book, play, etc.
shorter by leaving parts out » abridged adj: an
abridged edition/version UNABRIDGED ahridge-
ment(also abridgment noun [U,C]

abroad 0w /o'brod/ adv. (especiaily BrE)
1 in or to a foreign country: to be/go/travel/live
abroad ¢ She worked abroad for a year. ¢ imports of cheap
food from abroad ¢ He was famous, both at home and
abroad (= in his own country and in other countries).
2 (formal) being talked about or felt by many people:
There was news abroad that a change was coming. 3 (old
use) outside; outdoors

ab-ro-gate /'®bragert/ verb [VN] (technical) to officially
end a law, an agreement, etc. EEREPEAL » abroga-
tion/.2bra'geifn/ noun [U]

ab-rupt/abrapt/ adj. 1 sudden and unexpected, often in
an unpleasant way: an abrupt change/halt/departure
2 speaking or acting in a way that seems unfriendly and
rude; not taking time to say more than is necessary

BRUSQUE, CURT: an abrupt manner o She was very

abrupt with me in our meeting. » ab.ruptly?dV. abrupt-
nessnoun [U]

ABS/e1bi: 'es/ abbr. anti-lock braking system

abs/®bz/ noun [pl.] (informal) = ABDOMINALS

ab-scess /'‘®bses/ noun a swollen and infected area on
your skin or in your body, full of a thick yellowish liquid
(called pus)

ab-scissa/®b's1sa/ (pl. ap.scissae/Si/ OF ab.scissad 1oun
(mathematics) the COORDINATE that gives the distance
along the horizontal Axis—compare ORDINATE

ab-scond /eb'skond; NAmE eb'skaxnd/ verb [v] 1 ~
(from sth) to escape from a place that you are not allowed
to leave without permission 2 ~ (with sth) to leave se-
cretly and take with you sth, especially money, that does
not belong to you: He absconded with the company funds.

ab-seil /'=bsexl/ (BrE) (NAME rap.pei verb [V] ~ (down,
off, etc. sth) to go down a steep CLIFF or rock while at-
tached to a rope, pushing against the slope or rock with
your feet—picture=> PAGER24 p. ab.seillBE) (NAME rap-
pel noun

ab-sence 0w /'@bsans/ noun
1 [u,c] ~(from...) the fact of sb being away from a place
where they are usually expected to be; the occasion or
period of time when sb is away: abserice from work ¢ re-
peated absences from school © The decision was made in my
absence (= while I was not there). ¢ We did not receive any
news during his long absence.—see also LEAVE 2 [U] the
fact of sb/sth not existing or not being available; a lack of
sth: The case was dismissed in the absence of any definite
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