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TEXT HOW MERCHANT SHIPS OPERATE

Questions for Comprehension
1. What are the three basic ways merchant ships can operate?

2. What is each kind of vessels designed to carry?

Merchant ships are designed to carry cargo. Some are also designed to carry passengers. Now-
adays, most merchant ships are built to carry cargo, but a few still carry passengers. Merchant
vessels can operate in the following three basic ways.

They can operate as line;;s. These are employed on regular routes on a fixed timetable. A list
of their arrival and departure dates is published in advance and they sail whether full or not. ® Lin-
ers can be classed as either deep-sea liners or short-sea liners. The former carry mainly containeri-
zed cargo across the oceans of the world; the latter carry containerized or conventional cargo on
shorter routes. Ferries are also classed as liners. These offer a daily or weekly service for passen-
gers and vehicles across channels and narrow seas. A few ships are still employed as passenger lin-
ers. They carry not only passengers but also some cargoes on routes from Europe to North Ameri-
ca and to the Far East. Nowadays the passenger trade is very small and passenger liners usually
operate as cruise ships for part of the year. ’

Merchant ships also operate as tramps. These vessels do not sail on regular routes or keep on
a fixed timetable, but are employed where there is cargo for them to carry.® Tramps can be
classed as deep-sea tramps or short-sea tramps. A number are classed as coasters. These ply on
coastal routes and up rivers to inland ports. The traditional tramp cargoes are dry bulk cargoes,
but some are designed to carry general cargoes. A

A large number of merchant ships operate as specialized vessels. These are designed to carry

S 1 o



a particular type of cargo. There are several types of specialized vessels. The most common are oil
tankers. They are owned by the major oil companies or by independent operators. Two other

types of liquid bulk carrier of growing importance are chemical carriers and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) carriers. §

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

merchant | ‘ma:tfent / ship AR
. operate ["opareit / : v. & iﬁ;{’ﬁ_\ﬂﬁ\

design - [ dizain| v B’ !

liner - ftaina(r)/ n. SESAME | CHL; BEES [ ML

employ /im'ploi / ve- /(@) A

regular route = |/ ‘rut / RALRS By E ALK

fixed timetable /‘taim jteibl / & & B [|] &

in advance : TS ; R AT

deep-sea liner PrRe iR

short-sea liner Pt 313

containerized cargo R

conventional [ kan'ven[anl / cargo » TiER

ferry | feri / n. B

vehicle | “vizikl / n. EW;GETR

cruise | kru:z | ship UM

tramp ~ [ treemp / T n RERM

coaster [kausta / n SRR

ply [ plai | v (BE)ERHRE ER; NE ;2

coastal route AL :

up prep . FE[#E-+-+++ B 1 W/ P 3
_inland / “inlend / port A EE%E‘I ;

traditional [tra'difanal / a. B0 ; BEe

dry bulk | balk / cargo F R

general cargo R

specialized | “spefolaizd | vessel TRAMm

particular [/pa'tikjula(r) / a %750 | R

; : n. 4

independent  /,indi'pendant / a. MSLRBIEES; BIRH

chemical carrier L2 RiE s

liquefied | ‘likwifaid /| natural gas (LNG) BARRK



NOTES

@ A list of their arrival and departure dates is published in advance and they sail whether full or
not. XEATMIEE BB PIRFAELATH, TIREH ST ENEELE .
whether Bl S #9 2 —MEERIBENE, HHEHET “they are”.

@ These vessels do not sail on regular routes or keep to a fixed timetable, but are employed where

RIS A EE L, T R IR, TR

there is cargo for them to carry.

MEAR, REHFEEIE,
SUPPLEMENTS
A. Terms Relating to Spap,es

The shapes of objects can be referred to by using a,,miirfber of methods.

1. By using the names of geometric figures:

S

Three-dimensional

 Two-dimensional v :
figures Noun Adjectiye figures Noun Adjective
square | - -square @ cube cubic

D .+, rectangle rectangular, | % |, . cylinder | | eylindrical
A triangle triangular ® pyramid pyramidal
O circle circular | G sphere spherical
£ semicircle | semicircular @ "' ' hemisphere| hemispherical
O ellipse/oval | elliptical/oval A cone conical

By using letters of the alphabet:

These are used to describe shapes in the following ways:

a beam‘shaped like the letter I='an I-beam

a pipe shaped like the letter S=an S-shaped pipe




3. By using well-known shapes: ‘
an eye a mushroom a needle

~a heart a kidney ; _afinge
B. Measurement ( General Dimensions)

We can describe the lengthuof' an object using four different patterns:
1. The beam is three metres in length.

2. The beam has a length of three metres.

3. The length of the beam is three metres,

or by using the adjective; o

4. The beam is three metres long.

Width / breadth, height; depth and thickness are described using the same patterns.

Radius, diameter, circumference are described using pattern 1,2,3.

EXERCISES
1. Put the following phrases into English.
1. BB 6. LR E AR
2. EMAL 7. ZBERAFZRK
3SR - 8. WAEMI -
4. K /B HM 9. FfEUrAR
5. MR 10. £AMA

II. Put these sentences into Chinese. , "
1. These vessels are employed on regular routes on a fixed timetable.
2. These offer a daily or weekly service for passengers and vehicles across channels.
3. They carry not only passengers but also some cargoes on routes from Europe to North
America and to‘the Far East. :
- 4. Tramps can be classed as deep-sea tramps or short-sea tramps.
I[. Describe the shape of these objects using both patterns as shown in the example.
Bt 4 .



/It is shaped like a cirele:

It is circular in shape. O
@ Q oy i © \E
Starboard hand | . Sl
; Sail

buoy ‘Funnel
d © @ )
Cable link " ~ Special mark

b . Rudder
® ' i 0 )=
oo st >/\< ‘

Faceplate L

Lifebuoy Flag

IV. Complete this table.

Noun Adjective

width

breadth

height

depth

thickness




V. Describe the dimensions of these objects in as many ways as-possible. (Refer to “ Supplement
B” )

VI. Put the following into English.
1. BMRAIU=MEELAFREE, {
2. BERSE W% E E MR E E R AT .
3. TRMEREARSHREMEN KRB SEWZITW,
4. —HHMBEAAMARRBINEEEEELE,

Reading Factors To Be Considered In Sea Transport

It fis,bof vital im’portance for a ship to be operated both quickly and écbnomiéally. To this end,
some factors have to be considered as regards the ship operation in sea transpc‘)x'fil_(D Speed, fre-
quency, reliability and cost are four main factors what are always taken iifo consideration by those
who plan and those who carry out the operation. 517 ]

Speed is irzxportant to the shipper if he wants to market his goods against an accurate arrival
date. @ It is most desired for in long-distance trades. The importance of frequency of service lies
where goods can only be sold in small quantities at frequent intervals. The liner operator often
phases his sailing to meet the shipper’ demands. Reliability is essential to, the: shipper engaged in
the liner service, whose goods are sold against expiry dates on letters of credit and import license.
Though freight costs are rather stable and are controlled in liner trades, the shipowner must hold

the rate at fair level,or the goods will be likely priced out of market.®

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

factor [feekta(r) / n. B |EE

vital [vaital | a WMEEBER; EFEMED
economically  /itka'nomikali / ad . Z5#; B 44

as regards K IZF;8k- ma
frequency ~  /[frizkwonsi / n REGERRER iR
reliability [rijlaio’bilati / n. AT EEH
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take into consideration % B3 ;R

market ['matkit / ve. (RAEE AR KA | HE

accurate ['eekjurat / ; a ¥ BT

phase [feiz | vt fE—BGRAE

expiry [ik'spaiori ; ek- | date BIME RIS

letter of credit {5 Ak

import license /laisans / 5 DRI HE

freight | freit [ cost BE%

price out of ; @fﬁ%(h %:‘Uﬁ%ﬂg s BufE 5k % (%)
NOTES

@ To this end, some factors have t3 be corisideted ‘as regards the ship operatlon in sea transport.
HTHINEMN, RE L EHFORMEZETS ,%‘wlimﬁ'T?u%ﬁo

® Speed is important to the shipper if he wants to market his goods against an accurate arrival
date. WMRERNEEREHT B’Jfﬁ% H )ﬁ%ﬁ’%ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ 5 B B T BE LR R B
HEH.
against A, BH  “Lheeeee FARUE” , XA
I checked my watch against the steeple clock.
RARPE B RIB KX T &Ko

® Though freight costs are rather stable and are controlled in liner trades, the shipowner must
hold the rate at fair level, or the goods will be likely priced out of market. EHRRRS SR
HE RSB EHZRESR, ﬁﬂ’&?ﬁ\?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘“@ﬂ‘mﬂ‘ T?ﬁﬂ‘hﬁ ﬁ‘%‘]’ﬁﬁ“’
HEMEEmEAET G,
price out of H—3Ji&, H&N 1) BRFH (B BE(A E‘»iﬁk)\)ﬁﬁ%‘(ﬁi%%) 32

MRZZ)BREM (RER)BEEEE;3) BRER(RYRMF)WIHRBMERE, X

. ' ‘

Earlier support plans have simply priced cotton out of the world market.

B REZEET N AR T EREE T REOMHE, UBKRETERTS,

More and more youths are being priced out of college.

AR Z T AE R B KBTIRRERLRITZI.



TEXT TYPES OF MERCHANT SHIP

Questions for Comprehension
1. How many types can cargo ships be divided into?
2. What are the two types of liquid bulk carrier of growing importance?
3. How many types of passenger ship are described in the passage? ., l

Merchant ships can belf:lassified according to, what they carry. ® Most are designed to carry
cargo, but a few still carry ‘passengers

Cargo ships can be divided into two basic types. One type carries dry cargo, the other carries
llqu1d cargo; however, an OBO ship is desxgned to carry both. A traditional dry cargo ship is the
multi-deck vessel. Her holds are divided horizontally by one or two ’tween decks, because these
make stowage of individual packages easier. Dry bulk cargo is carried in bulk carriers. These do
not have ’ tween decks as cargo is carried loose. The most modern type of dry cargo carrier is the
container ship. They carry containers of standard dimensions, consequently stowage is easier.
Fruit, meat and dairy produce are carried in refrigerated ships. Qil tankers are the most common
type of liquid cargo carrier. They are often very large, because huge quantities of oil need to be
transported and one large vessel is more economical to operate than two smaller ones. Two other
types of liquid bulk carrier of growing importance are the liquefied natural gas (LNG) carrier and
the chemical carrier,? although chemicals can also be carried in general cargo ships.

In comparison with cargo vessels, passenger ships are fewer in number and type. The tradi-
tional passenger ship is the passenger liner; however, many carry cargo as well. Nowédays their
number has been greatly reduced, because of competition from air transport. Another type of pas-
senger vessel is the cruise ship. These are similar in appearance to passenger liners. The most

_8_



