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' Unit 1

# Financial System

Text

BB E, RERMNNZHA, PREXEEL,
pRaTHL, MAALRLMIRA BT HRE, A—F
¥, WA E 5L E&ITRE, £2H 27 28K A NHR
REMY) ZRSBABZ R 5R, KEALHFT 4
R AN ERHKIT,

How Do Savers and Borrowers Meet?

The financial system' has two general roles—to mobilize surplus funds
from people and organizations, and to allocate them among deficit people and
organizations. An investor is an example of a surplus unit’, whereas a borrower is an
example of a deficit unit’. Mobilizing funds generate returns for surplus units, which
generally enhance their wealth and economic well-being. They also allow deficit
units to enhance their productive and purchasing capacities, and thus improve an
economy’s preduction and consumption potential.

Funds are mobilized either as debt or equity®. Debt funds are supplied as a loan
and generally the repayments are scheduled, whereas equity funds’ acquire part
ownership of a business and their returns depend on the future profitability of the
business.

The financing process allows prospective users of funds to compete for them and
creates the incentive for funds to be supplied. In essence, the financial system should
ensure the supply of funds when their use has a net present value®. That is, the user
of the funds expects to earn a return that exceeds the return paid to the supplier of the
funds. ‘
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There are at least two fundamental problems that must be solved by the financial
system. First, deficit units seek funds for terms that, on average, are longer than
the periods for which funds are supplied by surplus units, posing the problem of
a maturity mismatch’ between the supply and demand for funds. This means that
financing processes have to be able to transform the maturity of funds—a process
referred to as maturity transformation®. Second, financing processes have to develop
means for coping with the risks faced by the suppliers of funds.

The financing process requires the comprehensive disclosure of relevant
information to allow investors and other suppliers of funds to assess the risks and
expected returns associated with the proposed use of funds.

The financial system is made up of various financial institutions that help
coordinate savers and borrowers. Financial institutions can be grouped into two
categories—financial markets’ and financial intermediaries’®.

Financial markets are the institutions through which a person who wants to save
can directly supply funds to a person who wants to borrow. The two most important
financial markets in our economy are the bond'' market and the stock'? market. When
Intel, the giant maker of computer chips, wants to borrow to finance construction of
a new factory, it can borrow directly from the public. It does this by selling bonds. A
bond is an IOU™. It identifies the time at which the loan will be repaid, called the date
of maturity, the rate of interest that will be paid periodically until the loan matures.
The buyer of a bond gives his or her money to Intel in exchange for this promise of
interest and principal. The buyer can hold the bond until maturity or can sell the bond
at an earlier date to someone else. Another way for Intel to raise funds to build a new
semi-conductor factory is to sell stock in the company. Stock represents ownership
in a firm and is, therefore, a claim to the profits that the firm makes. For example, if
Intel sells a total of 1,000,000 shares of stock, then each share represents ownership
of 1/1,000,000 of the business.

Financial intermediaries are financial institutions through which savers can
indirectly provide funds to borrowers. The term intermediary reflects the role of
these institutions standing between savers and borrowers. Two of the most important
financial intermediaries are banks and mutual funds'.

Banks are the financial intermediaries with which people are most familiar. A
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primary job of banks is to take in deposits from people who want to save and use
these deposits to make loans to people who want to borrow. Banks pay depositors
interest on their deposits and charge borrowers slightly higher interest on their loans.
The difference between these rates of interest covers the banks’ cost and returns some
profit to the owner of the banks.

A mutual fund is an institution that sells shares to the public and uses the
proceeds to buy a selection, or portfolio, of various types of stocks, bonds, or both
stocks and bonds. The shareholder of the mutual fund accepts all the risks and returns
associated with the portfolio. If the value of the portfolio rises, the shareholder
benefits; if the value of the portfolio falls, the shareholder suffers the loss.

In addition to the bond market, the stock market, banks, and mutual funds, there
are also pension funds®, credit unions'®, insurance'” companies, and even local loan
sharks'®. These financial institutions all serve the same goal—directing the resources
of savers into the hands of borrowers.

New words and expressxons
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Exercises

I Choose the best answer to the following questions.
1. According to the text, what are the roles of the financial system?
A. Generating returns for the investors and improving economy.
B. Mobilizing surplus funds from surplus units and allocating them among deficit
units.
C. Making a large amount of money by granting loans and improving production.
D. Enhancing investors’ wealth and economic well-being.

2. According to the text, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Debt funds will get the repayment when they are mature, but they cannot
acquire part ownership of a business.

B. Equity funds will get returns if the business makes profits, but they will never
get the repayment.

C. The financial system solves the problem of mismatch between the supply and
demand for funds.

D. The financial system ensures investors that they would not risk losing their

money.

3. The function of the financial system is to .
A. provide money for borrowers B. issue a variety of securities (if %)
C. coordinate savers and borrowers D. collect funds for government

4. What is the major difference between financial markets and financial
intermediaries?
A. They operate at different places.
B. They connect borrowers to savers directly or indirectly.



C. They consist of different participants.
D. They use different financial tools.

5. You risk losing your savings when .
A. buying bonds B. buying stocks
C. depositing them in a bank D. all of the above

I Match the terms on the left with their explanations on the right.

1. equity A. various types of stocks, bonds, or both stocks and bonds

2. financial system  B. ownership in a company

3. portfolio C. a certificate of indebtedness that specifies the obligations
of the borrower to the holder

4. bond D. a claim to partial ownership in a firm

5. stock E. the group of institutions in the economy that help
to match one person’s saving with another person’s

investment

Il Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Another way for Intel to raise funds to build a new semi-conductor factory is to
sell stock in the company. Stock represents ownership in a firm and is, therefore,
a claim to the profits that the firm makes. For example, if Intel sells a total of
1,000,000 shares of stock, then each share represents ownership of 1/1,000,000 of
the business.

2. A mutual fund is an institution that sells shares to the public and uses the proceeds
to buy a selection, or portfolio, of various types of stocks, bbnds, or both stocks
and bonds. The shareholder of the mutual fund accepts all the risks and returns
associated with the portfolio. If the value of the portfolio rises, the shareholder
benefits; if the value of the portfolio falls, the shareholder suffers the loss.

IV Choose the most suitable sentences to fill in the blanks of the following
paragraphs.
In the indirect financing process, known also as financial intermediation, funds
are raised by deposit-taking institutions and then lent to borrowers. 1)

1
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8 £ To attract savings deposits, Authorized Deposit-Taking Institutions (ADIs) mainly
’“j" provide a secure place for funds and a reasonable rate of interest. 2)
%} Wholesale deposits mainly take the form of certificates of deposits, which are large-
:;r value deposits that have a fixed term and are paid a fixed rate of interest.
3 3) . Typically, the average term of deposits with ADIs is much shorter

than the average term of their loans. Hence, ADIs have to cope with the maturity
mismatch between their assets and liabilities. 4)
The ADIs’ income from indirect financing is earned from its interest rate spread

(the difference between their lending and borrowing rates). 5)

A. Savings accounts impose almost no transaction costs for depositors and this
partly justifies their modest interest rates

B. ADIs provide depositors with liquidity and borrowers with loans for
specified terms

C. This spread compensates the ADIs for the risks they accept

D. The funds raised are generally in the form of deposits

E. Maturity transformation exposes ADIs to liquidity risks

V Discuss the following topics in your group, and report your answers
to the class.

1. Imagine that you will set up your own business, how will you get funds for the
start? Why?

2. Suppose you saved $100,000 and you wanted to make more money from it, how
would you deal with the money? Why?

3. Do you have any experience with banks or mutual funds? Name some banks and
funds at home and abroad.

V1 Research report

According to the text, there are two fundamental problems in coordinating the
demand for and supply of funds. How does the financial system solve the problems?
Do a research and write a report.



|

n

Supplementary Reading

BRMR P T HR-BENANHYERE&TY, KL
R 64 akik AR EHM RN FALRIR, RTE LR
Eho B AP RABATRE, METX, KKA KT A ERN
P RARAT A AR IR A,

Financial Structure of the Euro Area Economy

Compared with the economies of its individual member countries, the euro area
is a large and much more closed economy. With a 15.7% share of world GDP in 2008
it is the world’s largest economy after that of the United States.

As in other highly developed economies, the service sector has the largest share
of total output, followed by the industrial sector, while the share held by agriculture,
fishing and forestry is relatively small. In terms of population, the euro area economy
is in fact the world’s largest, with more than 300 million people.

The financial system channels funds from those who are net savers (i.e. who
spend less than their income) to those who are net spenders (who spend more than
their income).

The two main routes to channel funds from savers to borrowers are:

» direct or market-based finance via financial markets, and

» indirect or bank-based finance via financial intermediaries.

Ienders / net savers Fin: arkets Borrowers / net spenders
|+ Houscholds , Money market * Firms
| - Firms : Capital market » Government
| * Government ' ' * Household:

» Non-reside

* Credit institutions
* Other monetary
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10 & Financial markets
i Financial markets can be divided into
;)
- * money,
‘*%j e debt, and
= ) i
e * equity markets .

Money market

The money market consists of the unsecured and secured “cash” segments and
derivatives segments. The money market in a broader sense also includes the market
for short-term debt securities.

Debt market

The amount outstanding of euro-denominated short-term debt securities issued
by euro area residents totalled 15.5% of GDP at the end of 2008. The private sector
remained a more important issuer than the public sector.

Amounts outstanding of euro-denominated short-term debt securities

issued by euro area residents
Source: ECB?
end of year; EUR billions

2000 2002 2005 @ 2006 2007 2008

(% of GDP)
581 699 810 855 | 1102 | 1418

Total
C86)  (96)  (10.1)  (10.1) | (12.4) @ (15.5)
: 243 281 359 | 421 610 | 68
MFIs .
(G6) (9 @45 (50 (69 | (1.5
Non-monetary financial 6 16 = 18 27 36 | 60
~ comorations  (0.1)  (02) = (02)  (03) | (04 | (07
, . 7% | 97 12

i . “

e 03 a4 | 09 | an | a2
245 325 | 354 329 359 561

’Publicsector.: (3.6) (4.5) 44 (39 | (4.0 (6.1)



L
In contrast, long-term debt securities accounted for more than 100% of GDP 11

<
=
at the end of 2008. In this market, the public sector is the most important issuer, e
followed by the MFI sector and the other issuers of the private sector. =
2
: ' i J ! Q.
Amounts outstanding of euro-denominated long-term debt securities ?‘j—)
issued by euro area residents =
Source ECB %

end of year; EUR billions : , | !

2000 2002 2005 2006 2007 @ 2008
(% of GDP) | i ! !

 Total 5917 6,752 8371 8993 | 9,655 | 10,469 |
(88.0)  (93.0) (103.9) (106.3)  (108.6)  (114.5)
MFIs = 2,179 2393 2979 3238 3482 3688
. (324 (33.0)  (37.0) | (383)  (39.2) @ (40.3)
, ou-monetary anczal | 264 473 843 | 1,035 | 1319 1723
corporatmns 3.9 (6.5) ' (10.5) @ (12.2)  (14.8)  (18.9)
Non~ﬁnanc1a1 corpomtmns 283 371 432 451 472 486
; I (42 D] G| (53 (5.3)“ (5.3) |

'Public‘secto;f 3191 | 3515 4117 | 4269 4383 | 4,571

. | (475)  (484)  (SL1) | (504)  (493) (50.0)

Equity market

Turning to the equity market, a commonly used indicator of its importance is the
market capitalization of stocks traded in terms of GDP. This indicator, albeit affected
by movements in stock prices, shows that the equity market is less important than the
debt securities market in the euro area.

Stock arkt atlfaﬁn i the euro aea, the Uted Statés and Japan
4Sourc World Federatlon of Exchamges3 g » e
end of year; % of GDP | 2000 | 2002 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008
Enmareai 86 | 50 | e | so0 84 38
UmtedStates ':, 155 | 106 @ 140 148 | 144 | 82
Japan‘i 68 | 53 100 106 | 99 | 3




