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Romans Fear for Colosseum as Backdrop for MTV Gig

HRE N KE

R ome's mighty Colosseum risks being damaged and
diminished by a major MTV rock concert, traditionalists

and conservationists warned. As a prelude to the MTV Europe
Music Awards taking place on the outskirts of Rome in the late
evening, an array of pop and rock artists were set to play in
front of the huge 2000-year-old arena where gladiators fought
in ancient times. The venue was used twice in recent times for
rock concerts, by Paul McCartney in 2003 and Simon and
Garfunkel in July 2004, with thousands of fans packed into a
street which cuts through the ruins of the Roman Forum. But
some people fear the noise of amplified rock music could
harm the architecture. "Has anyone considered the impact of
rock on the Colosseum?" politician Teodoro Buontempo asked
in Italy's parliament. "Have the authorities ... considered the
inevitable damage that will be caused to the monument by the
huge noise?" The head of the government's archaeological
heritage department, Adriano La Regina, said even worse
than the physical damage would be what he saw as the
cheapening of the Colosseum's image as it is used to
promote commercial pop music. "What kind of image is this?"
La Regina said in an interview in Corriere della Sera
newspaper in which he said the authorities should not have
allowed the MTV show. "It's debased, exploited,
commercialized. An image (of Rome) that in the end will have
less value because it will have lost its fascination, its integrity,
its beauty."
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Scientists Teach Baffled Diners Chopstick Tricks

BRI

B ritons' enthusiasm for
chow mein and Peking

duck is often dampened when

poor chopstick skills leave more

food on their shirts than in their
mouths. But scientists have

come to their aid with a
mathematical formula for successful chopstick use, just in time for
Chinese New Year celebrations. Researchers from the University of
Surrey took into account the number of Chinese meals eaten, how
many seconds it takes to get food from bowl to mouth and food
slipperiness to__calculate the key to chopstick proficiency. Diners

can use the formula to calculate how much practice they need,
how long their chopsticks should be and how quickly they should
eat. "The formula will come as a welcome answer for those terrified
by chopsticks," said a spokeswoman for food firm Uncle Ben's,
which found that over half of Britons have to down chopsticks and
use a knife and fork to finish their food.

TBKARFNEEARENE ETHNEY
FEERIARENED, HINNERILREE
BEVABHEEERLZRITE. BENSER)
BETESF, GESTHREZAHEE ST — T
ABBRFHYHENAN . FERZHHARAR
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BECHBEFKEBIIHRRE. “AXM” BN
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Microsoft's Gates Is World's Most "Spammed” Person

5 ERoRHY TR AT

I -mail users inundated with unsolicited "spam" messages have
reason to hope Microsoft Corp. will develop better tools for

tackling the problem: Bill Gates is suffering more than anyone. Gates,
Microsoft's chairman, gets 4 million e-mails a day and is probably the
most "spammed" person in the world, his Chief Executive Officer
Steve Ballmer said. However, only a few junk e-mails gets through to
Gates's inbox thanks to anti-spam technology that filters his
messages, Ballmer said at a Microsoft event in Singapore. Spam e-
mailsM&g everything from aphrodisiacs to home loans are
believed to account for over 80 percent of Internet traffic.
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Indian Farmers Turn to Cola to Kill Pests

A] RAT LM FH 12
otton férmers in
Csome Indian

villages are flocking to
buy Coca-Cola and

Pepsi, believing that the
sugar in the fizzy drinks

kills pests. Farmers say

scientists advised them
to mix W with a sugary syrup to control pests, and they
found the mixture cheaper and more effective than pure
chemicals — although soft drink makers and scientists
dismissed the claims. N. Hamunayya, who has become a
celebrity in his villége in the southeastern state of Andhra
Pradesh, said his crop w an attack of pests which had
resisted other remedies. "We found that all the colas had
uniform effect on pests. The pests became numb and fell to
ground," he said. He said the drinks had all the elements they
needed: they were cheaper, sticky, fizzy, and attracted ants,
which devoured the larvae of the pests. But Thirupathi Reddy,
assistant director ofu;ﬁﬁ'e"ﬁ’e‘g;onal Agri Research station, Guntur,
says tests had refuted such claims. "We conducted some field
trials on cotton crob at our research station. There was no
boosting of productivity or eradication of pests," he says.
Statements from Pepsi and Coca-Cola said there was "no
scientific basis" for this practice. But their vendors are enjoying
booming sales. Mantan Wali, who sells soft drinks in 17 villages
in the region, said sales fizzed up, thanks to the farmers. "For

<
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the 10 days between August and September | had booming AUAHERIR TR, TJRMERAVI
business. Instead of just 30 cases (each containing a dozen one- AMRESMIMNELR.” (20044F) 23, £
litre bottles) of cola | started selling almost 200 cases," he said. ralnen—/\u\zmtt&?—’\fﬂ%zg,,\m&
"We expected the sales to nosedive after the cacophony over 5, HOEHIO0g R\ TNBBLATLET*
pesticide residues in the cola drinks. Now | have to keep extra BRI ESERE, EREITT B A ™R
stock for the cotton farmers," he said. In February, an Indian B2 intE, SMRED NN HEBERSS
parliamentary panel upheld a report by an environment group that SMEDRILEX — RIIRE TRIAYW, H
said lQeverages made by Coca-Cola and PepsiCo contained EPIREC=R8EaZ2DSMm,

pesticides and called for tougher safety standards. The U.S. firms
strongly rejected the findings of the New Delhi-based Centre for
i bt

Science and Environment and said their products were safe. Remarks:
T . NIERFT, RBIVEARASETF—
gl o mmemutre—esoe, 8%
SHNEBR-DIEE, —LBRITFK,
BEAHE TR —BS: “XENTO

okl 7 (HBER “B—RBN%E=E ")

Tabasco’ Crops Too Hot for Bunnies

KEFFBRAI FE R

D utch farmers AT HIERFOMWEDNHESE . 53

have devised a B HNE, FEBIRKNDEBAT —f Wi
hot and spicy way to B OFER, BY—RRUSEARNES
stop rabbits and Losy - Al REBENXEECHNRELRT
rodents from 11 $ il ) NRB“—W=RE", ERRWSR TR,
munching their 4 =R MR P AR P FE RN 75575
lettuce, carrots and FARE, HRBLRFNNKETESE
wheat. Spraying fields X5 . SIBFRRS AR - BIR=R

Tabagg;;g;gggg;;ﬂgg;;g% with the American B: “BAEHAVERISIESIFRBM B, X

sauce Tabasco BB THEL /D, ” RENIEESIE

sends the rabbits "three feet in the air* with shock and running for ' BEEHNBREIASTERE, MUBSFH

cover, said a spokesman for a local agriculture cooperative. The 2N, EEAXCEREBREESE. 571250

Dutch animal protection society is happy with the spicy repellent (2.5%58) ERMEB DTS5/ | WRBHEEE

unworried by the possibility of burned bunny mouths. "Preventlve HRERE, SRBESHRK DS, BRE]

measures are exactly what we want. It's better than going into the WEEEDEKNE— TN TIET, &

fields with a shotgun," said animal welfare spokesman Niels L BABMBESNKERLTELTS W,

Doorlandt. The farmers will now try to make Tabasco an officially b

recognized pesticide for subsidized use on a larger scale. At least

five small supermarket-sized bottles of the spicy sauce are needed Remarks:

for spraying 1 hectare (2.5 acres) of crops. Although rain washes HIERARRIND? (BBK—R, B

the Tabasco off, the crops are only sprayed in the first phases of MARED? ) FEHHWRPER

growth to spare the taste buds of human consumers. BAEZHETE.

* Tabasco 5 [E|Mcllhenny Company HIZE AR, AT AL =& EE.

SL \“)S kcu]
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If You Can't Beat Them, Eat Them

ZFEAfTRELE)

l n their struggle to cope with an invasion of desert locusts,
Cypriot farmers may do well to turn to a U.N. site that
counsels if you can't beat them eat them. Locusts are rich in
protein and can be stir-fried, boiled or roasted, is one nugget of

information provided by the Rome-based Food and Agriculture
Organization in a drive to help deal with Icwt_sfv@n\s that have
landed in Cyprus from Africa. “Here are a few local recipes from
locust-affected countries," a page on the FAO Web site says.
"Please send us yours!" One recipe from a tribe in southern
Africa advises g rig_ding roast locust t&a fine powder to eat on a
journey. "The legs, when dried, are especially\rﬁliped for their
pleasant taste." "Take sever dozen locust adults, preferably
femalesmmm stuff a peanut inside,"
a Cambodian recipe suggested. "Then lightly cook the locusts in
a@ or hot frying pan, adding a little oil and salt to taste. Be
careful not to overcook or burn them." Eating locusts has been
documented from Biblical times. According to the Christian New
Testament, John the Bvabgst survived on locusts and honey
when he was in the desert— even though some question
whether it was locusts he actually ate as the Greek name
"acridae” can also mean the tips of plants. The locusts reached
eastern Medlterranean countries in early November after the

worst mfe /tat|on recorded in Africa for more than a decade.

WTW\
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Dog Beats Man in Breath Freshness Test

FER IR R

M ore than half of Britons could
have breath that smells
worse than their pet's, according to
a survey by toothpaste

manufacturer Aquafresh. And
women are the worst offenders, with

three out of five failing a sulfur

emissions test*. "Some mouths may
be dirtier than cat litter," dentisté;ﬁ,} @_Q
Brian Grieveson said in a statement

that accompanied the research.
‘Most people in the UK do not
realize that cleaning your tongue is
as important as cleaning your teeth."
Scots had the best pral hygiene,
with only 10 percent suffering bad
breath, compared to 27 percent in
London. Throughout the nation, 52
percent were rated at a level that
could be worse than that of a pet
animal. "We are one of the last

countries to understand the need to
clean our tongue, with people in
America and parts of Europe

BABOSEHACA LB EZHEE. 18
EXFRiR: “EBESEEXOE, BiIBRREA
BROHERZ—. ZEEFEAMEMN—LiT5
BASEERHRITSKER.” MWBROSK
BHEOTW, EXRTFARBEDEE T B
E100%89ES . DEW R T RSB, it
NBATXHFNES " IRzBILERER.

practicing tongue cleaning routinely," said Grieveson. Secretaries
were the freshest profession, achieving 100 percent freshness in
the survey of 1,000 people, while retail staff (a,(_e\q worst and
received the warning: "You could be losing sales.”

* 1R EEORIER 1 P R EE R RRBCE BB, R T DA S A
et i R B E D SR BEHEHT .

TEEFE ‘FPT ATN-IAERNE, —SEREANOSHL v L

EeNBYEBRE, MIEIEEXSEAEEY, M1Pa 5 mET BBOTES:

TR, “E A NE DTSN, FREBHRE - B3 BERS AL, BRXREE, PTEA
ERESHRSREN R RNEEPDN, “ASHEEALRESERE, ARRALSL, RELYEOSA
B LSBT EREE.” (FRAH) M8 ANORDERS, MO Sl B
HPRE 10% OSRE, THIOBARSE 7% OESHK. SNLE, 52% MTT.
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Another Kind of Superhero
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. well-off and well-connected:

BAEM., HRXTER.

By Chip Crews
R E

B e o e et W kel o s gnie el e nNe & 3k é

h MWII

be linked forever, each

denying—and completing
—the other: Christopher Reeve,
built and beautiful in his Superman
suit, roaring gl/gbrLcllg}y into the
SW; and Christopher
Reeve, strained and drawn, hooked
to a ventilator and living another
motionless day in his wheelchair.'
The cartoon hero had suffered a

' M] and %{s areal-

———

life hero.

e

And yet Reeve, who died of heart
failure lately at 52, always sounded
a little appalled at the thought that
people might consider him heroic. A

EIRPE RS ST L T WY S ;S S R T R

devastating May 1995 riding injury
had left him paralyzed, to be sure; in
some quarters he bore the Lll/ri(ititle
of the most famous quadriplegic in
history.? But he always pointed out
that when the accident happened, he
was a famous, well-off and well-
connected® movie actor who had
advantages that were unavailable to
most. “I haven’t had to sell my
house and end up in a nursing
home,” he said in a 1998 interview
marking the publication of his
memoir, Still Me. “‘So that sets me
apart from the people I regard as
heroes. I truly mean that.”

On that afternoon six years ago

| 10|
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he was doing what he could to
stimulate book sales, certainly, but
what kept him speaking for 3.5
hours was a higher and broader
purpose: Reeve was by then the
nation’s most visible ad vogatg./
paralysis research. (He retained that
mantle for the rest of his life and
was an ardent advocate of stem-cell
@ga,rgb_,)ﬁ had become nearly a
full-time job, and he saw every
interview, every camera setup as an

opportunity to promote the cause.

“The cure,” he said, “is just
around the corner®.”

Toward that end he was forever
in training—Ilegs one day, arms the
next, abs the next. “All the scientists
who are working on solving the
problem of curing paralysis say that
it won’t do you any good if you

don’t keep your body in shape,” he

noted.

In his book but also in person,

Reeve was f(_)_rthright about the

hardships and indignities of

paralysis: the getting-up and
getting-to-bed rituals that could run
to five hours on:;;d day, the utter
lack of spontaneity, the daily
manipulation of his bowel.° (“I’'m
turned on my side, and the aide
pushes on my stomach with his fist
in order to force stool down through
the intestines.”... Sometimes it can
take nearly an hour.”)

But his wheezy, labored s
and a certain reticence tended to

keep his emotions hidden from

outsiders.® Though at one point he

did calmly murmur, “It saddens me
sometimes that just when everything

had come together I went out and
ruined it.” (His “everything” had
much to do with his 1992 marriage

to his wife, Dana, whose devotion to
him has been quite visible through
the years.)

Still, tearing through the Virginia
countryside on horseback—he fell
during a cross-country race in
Culpeper—was utterly in character.’

Though he insisted he was never

~£, RAREHAR  ERAPRNBRELRNACESRAGEEIN I TN TARTRNXIEE,
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HMEREBIF 9T O . (fitb
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With Wife,
Dana

foolhardy, Reeve’s recreational

pursuits were always marked by a

touch of daring—sailplgnes, skiing,

two solo flights across the Atlantic.'

The same streak showed up in his
e~

career: He was a solid, somewhat

underrated actor who was not at all
afraid to be shown up by the best.!!
4

“Vanessa Redgrave, Katharine
Hepburn, Gene Hackman, Morgan
Freeman, Anthony Hopkins are all
people who can easily blow me off 4
the screen,” he said, ticking off a list
of his co-stars.!? “But I’d rather
enjoy the challenge of working with
them... You learn more and you do
better.”

From the start, it appears, Reeve
was self-assured and composed, the
rather uncommon sort of person who
simply decides what he wants to do
and then makes it happen. His
parents divorced early in his life and
he grew up in Princeton, N.J., living
with his mother. He was called
Tophy in those days, and when his
parents remarried, bringing an
assortment of half-brothers and
stepbrothers into the picture, he
vowed to maintain his place in the
family by being “as perfect as
possible.”

Either you decide to

—Christopher‘ Reev

Certainly he always looked about
as perfect as possible, which was no
small help in attracting early
attention. At 22, while studying at
Juilliard, he landed the role of a bad
boy on the soap opera Love of Life,
Jacking up the show’s ratings in the
process.'? A couple of years later, in
1976, he made his Broadway debut
in A Matter of Gravity, with
Katharine Hepburn starring his

“grandmother”.

Still, Reeve’s chiseled
flawlessness was out of sync in

Hollywood, where Hoffman, Al
Pacino, and Robert De Niro made up

the new ruling class.'"* But Superman
(1978) called for a change; nobody
was thinking of Dustin Hoffman to

play that part. Over the next decade
or so, Reeve sustained a kind of
medium-level movie stardom. In the
late ’80s, however, the fourth and
final Superman installment bombed,
and Switching Channels, with
Kathleen Turner, did no better." It
took several years of careful choices .
to set his course right.

You have to be tough e it
as an actor, and Reeve insisted that
his theatrical background was good
preparation for his later catastrophe.
Remembering his days of
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