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Abstract

The end of the classical German philosophy seemed to many
people the end of philosophy per se. Nevertheless, just as the
old Engels pointed out, this
beginning. Philosophy in the post-Hegelian period continued its

‘end” was at the same time a new

development under new historical conditions. Marx, as well as
Engels himself, of course, made the deepest impression upon
philosophy in this period. f we want to get a picture which is
both distinct in brightness and rich in color, however, we must
put their work together with that of their contemporaries. It is
the main aim of this book to show clearly the theoretical
achievements made by Marx’s and Engles’s contemporaries,
which have not yet been noticed sufficiently, and to make it easy
to compare them with those made by Marx and Engels. With
this end in mind, we choose the form of a history focused on
issues or theoretical problems rather than philosophers or
philosophical schools, to arrange our discussions according to the
principle of the unity of the historical and the logical. The five
parts of the book discuss respectively the five issues occupying
the minds of the philosophers of the middle and the second half
of the 19th century, namely, issues of the identity of
philosophy, theory of knowledge, methodology of science,
conception of history and society, and axiology. In the
concluding section of each part, we make intensive comparative
study of ideas on these issues of Marx and Engels and their
contemporaries, in order to better understand both from a
perspective which is both historical and theoretical.
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