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1 A River from Canada to Asia?

When French navigator Jacques Cartier left France by boat in April 1534, the
king ordered him to find gold, spices' (which were valuable at that time), and a water
passage from France to Asia.

Two months later, on June 9, Cartier sailed into the waters of the St. Lawrence
River in eastern Canada. Although he couldn’t travel up the river all the way to Asia,
Cartier had in fact discovered an important waterway into the vast areas of Canada.

Sailing with sixty-one men aboard his ship, Cartier ventured north up the St.
Lawrence River to Prince Edward Island®, where he made his first contact with’
members of the native Iroquois Nation'. The first interactions were friendly. The
tribe’s chief, Donnacona, let two of his sons, Taignoagny and Domagaya, return to
France with Cartier on the condition that’ they would return home.

Two years later, Cartier returned from France, bringing Taignoagny and
Domagaya with him. North of Montreal, his ship arrived at the Lachine Rapids’,
which were so big that he and his crew could not pass through. Cartier realized he
could sail no further.

Cartier’s voyages to eastern Canada helped other explorers who would establish
French-speaking Canada. Have you ever been to Montreal or Quebec? Did you know
that the main language spoken there is still French?

‘/ Notes »

spice n. &%}

Prince Edward Island ZFE&EEXIF & AT EAEBLFRHE . EEAMEF L2 —,
his first contact with i 5 -+e+e- WE—-KER

Troquois /'irakworz/ Nation (LEHEXZA)HFEBHE

on the condition that 24 & +-----

the Lachine Rapids & AX#FHHA Lth &%
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A Scttlement with Unsettling
2 Challenges

The Virginia Company of England' of the 17th century made a daring proposition’® ;
sail to the new, mysterious land, which they called Virginia in honor of Elizabeth L,
the Virgin Queen, and began a settlement there. One hundred twenty people made the
voyage across the Atlantic. They established Jamestown, Virginia, on May 14, 1607,
the first permanent British settlement in North America. Though determined, these
settlers didn’t know what severe challenges they would face.

Half of the Jamestown settlers were artisans, craftsmen, soldiers, and laborers,
including a tailor, a barber, and two surgeons among them. The other half were
“gentlemen”, men of wealth who did not have a profession, and who may have
underestimated the rough work necessary to survive in the New World. After eight
months, only 38 of the 120 pioneers were still alive. Among the survivors was Captain
John Smith' , adventurer and explorer. Despite the hardships, he kept the colony going
with his solid leadership in those first two years, as Jamestown grew to 500 with new
arrivals from England. After he left in 1609, however, more trouble came.

Weather conditions were rough and supplies were low. Only 60 of the 500
colonists survived the harsh winter that followed Smith’s departure. Jamestown,
though it possessed a good harbor, was swampy’® , infested® with mosquitoes, and lacked
freshwater sources. The people fought against disease, famine, and the Algonquian
Indians’, whose land the British settlers now claimed. The Algonquian chief,
Powhatan, at first allowed the visitors to settle, build, and farm in his territory, but
as more and more came, he grew tired of the colonists’ expansion on his land. Some of
the tribes attacked settlers working in the fields.

But there were some years of peace and prosperity. Peace came when
Pocahontas, daughter of chief Powhatan, married John Rolfe, a tobacco farmer in
Jamestown. Also, new supplies and leadership eventually arrived from England.

An event of momentous® consequence took place in 1619, when a Dutch slave
trader exchanged a cargo of captive Africans for food. The Africans became
indentured servants’ , trading labor for shelter and eventual freedom. They were among
the first African Americans in the colonies. Racial slavery would not become a

(S981—26v | it Sra EHH - JFmE <
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common occurrence until 1680. For all, the struggle for land and survival continued,

but Jamestown was just the beginning. What else do you know about early settlers in
North America?

1. the Virginia Company of England # &R EAE, X 4B %A E, £ 1606 ££ T 5+ —
(James 1, 1566—1625) 4 #F RL YRR A S R SH X HB £ M AT HRERTFLEEN S
EHA,

2. proposition /prape'zifon/ n. X, it %]

3. Elizabeth 1 W% & —#(1533—1603) , K EJf &£ L& AW E £ 2 —, £ 45 4 (1558—

1603),

Captain John Smith 4% « # % ¥ A& (1580—1631), 4k £ F ¥ 78 B 40 5 8 4 3 iy 3L 4.

swampy /'swampi/ adj. BHE, £ B R, HE K

infest /in'fest/ v. K# 4

the Algonquian /eelgagkwion/ Indians [ 5 X B B 4 & A

momentous /mau'mentas/ adj. E AW, EEH

9. indentured servants EAR, HAREH M ERR VBT EBR L EFTAL ) A H W
REFEON REARE AR BRELZLY NS AN BRL BN REEFHERAT LY
HOETH EXHMAMINEHEEE, XFHEARE,
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Bubble Bubble, Toil and
3 Trouble!, Salem Witch Trials?

In Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692, many people believed in and feared
witchcraft. Consequently, when two young girls fell into trances’ and had seizures' that
doctors could not explain, many people in the town said witchcraft was to blame. On
March 1, 1692, authorities charged three women, Sarah Goode, Sarah Osborne, and
a slave woman named Tituba, with practicing witchcraft.

Soon prisons were filled with more than 150 men and women from Salem and
surrounding towns. Their names had been “cried out” by tormented® young girls as the
cause of their pain. Nineteen people were hanged, one man was crushed to death, and
seventeen others died in prison before the witch-hunt® was finally stopped. This kind
of group panic is sometimes called “mass hysteria’”. The people of Salem were ripe for’
it. In those days many people believed in witches, and they were quick to believe the
girls’ accusations’. When one girl cried “Witch!” others did the same.

‘/ Notes »-

. Bubble Bubble, Toil and Trouble X ZF +h EHEE(E T AIE WHEE -G FREEEHK
S EAHRN—F ABRCTHEEI MR BFRAFER,

2. Salem Witch Trials ZE### % E%,1692 £ A RGK T FM LN DEEHE. KL T W

FHEEETERLARBH LB HES, RS AR BEFHA.

trance /tramns/ n. & ERA

seizure /'siza(r)/ n. (R ) RHK K%

torment /to'moent/ v. ¥, 31 #

witch-hunt /'witfhant/ n. £ %

mass hysteria /his'tiois/ n. ZERMHBRFEEE

be ripe for ... WA R, B ee0ee A

accusation /isekjur'zetfon/ n. 154,18 #
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Freedom in Rhode Island and
4 Roger Williams'

TRENRBEEHETA - BERN

What is your religion or spiritual’ belief? In the U.S., we can take it for granted®
that people are free to follow any belief they wish. Elsewhere, this often isn’t the
case' .

During the 17th century, people left England to escape religious persecution’.
Many colonists came to America to be able to freely practice their religions. Roger
Williams was a defender of religious liberty’ who arrived in Boston on February 5,
1631.

Ordained’ to the ministry in the Church of England, Williams discovered
Puritanism, a reform movement that developed within the Church of England, during
his first parish duty’. He converted’. Soon after, he was asked to be minister in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony'". Leaving behind the religious intolerance under England’s
King Charles I, he and his wife journeyed across the ocean to join the * American
Experiment'' ” in Boston in 1631. At first, Williams just wanted to reform the Church
of England; soon, he sought separation completely.

Many of Williams’s parishioners did not agree with his idea to separate from the
Church of England. He then became minister in Salem. There, his ideas also proved
too radical. He went to Plymouth but again fell into disfavor'>. Williams insisted that
land must be purchased from the Indians, rather than taken from them forcefully, in
order to claim title to it. He again went to Salem and was eventually put on trial in
1635 for his views. His sentence was banishment'?. Williams then purchased land from
the Narragansett Indians' and established the settlement of Providence, Rhode Island.

Williams founded the colony of Rhode Island based upon principles of complete
religious toleration, separation of church and state, and political democracy (values
that the U.S. would later be founded upon). It became a refuge for people persecuted
for their religious beliefs. Anabaptists, Quakers. and Jews settled in Rhode Island.
After forming the first Baptist church in America, Williams left it to seek spirituality"
in different ways. He stopped preaching to his friends, the Indians, when he realized
that their form of worship also fell under his principle of religious freedom. He

declared, “forced worship stinks in God’s nostrils'®. ” Williams’s ideas were radical at



