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The WackyWorld of

[nventions

There’'s no doubt about it. Some people have crazy ideas for
inventions.

Is it your job to clear the table of dirty dishes after dinner? Then you need a
“dishwashing dinner table”. There's no need to clear away the mess — just flip
the table over and wash the dishes right there.

Believe it or not, someone really did come up with this mad invention! And
there are many more ideas just as crazy as this one.

NS PHER

BB, 3 ABARAMB ARG,

WEBRTREDRRERUKER PL2REB2—% "REZFHER",

GFLERBERB-FEOHEE—RERZFIWUEE, SFHRODET S,

THREMEST, HRRABLI ERGHHLN, RAERB3 B LM
G898,

Notes

clear away: remove sth. from a place. %A

mess: dirty condition. AE#L

flip: turn over or around. #i%

come up with: find or produce (a solution,
etc). &, Bk




Back to the Drawing Board

Most inventors apply for a patent when they think they
have a good idea.”A patent is a legal document that proves
who owns an invention. It stops other people from stealing an
idea for twenty years. After that, anyone can use the idea. But &
the idea is only the beginning. Some ideas look good on paper... and % ‘
that’s just where they stay. Would you want to use these three ideas that
didn’t make it?

E@EK
RBBERSERT ~THNCBEEPHEH., SHRIERMETERNHLENS
MR NERL . CRIALAAGRENS HLMEIE, BRIPLANEH £20%,

2046, EAABTABAZRLEN, REOBRARIFL, FLABERKEAR
FREF, RPROAEZLEE, KTZMHEBGRERMAT?

Ver 1.0

Ideal a8l
Have you lost a lot of food fights lately?
You need a machine to propel food into a crowd.

RBOREHORE?
B LIRRE— RN ROPHIMES -

Food Catapult

Idea2 oIE2

Wondering what to do with a dead relative?

Put them inside a large glass block. If the block is too
big for your room, you can use a smaller glass block for
the head.

REBHEIN@OL A S MEAR?

BRONRN—TIREEN . IIREROEBFBK, RTB—T
IN—53] LAVIBRES AL BRI o

Notes
patent: official document giving the holder
the sole right to make, use or sell an
6 invention for a set period of time. % #
propel: cause to move forward.




Idea 3 a3

Do you have problems getting up in the morning? What about:
* abed that automatically ejects you when the alarm goes off?
* an alarm that pours water on you?

¢ an alarm clock that hits you? /

RELBETHEER? Wi FEOMS:

* =MD, sESTNDRBEEMRE.
* EQREXHME.

® EELITROIRED.

An Alarm Clock That Strikes... You

To apply for a patent, an inventor must draw a diagram and write a description of
his or her invention. Not all patents are granted, so the inventor has to give plenty of
information to convince the Patent Office that the invention is new and useful.

Every patent has a number. BIREHIBERS -

—HEELITIRD ,
IR ED 2l I
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TFRMBNHETIH EE5 3
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BN A EH B2 RN 2
EERMNRPB MR LM §
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Technical drawings show The year the patent
different parts of the invention. was granted.
RIBRE~SBOTRHA - : ERESIENER.-

Notes

eject: be thrown from. %4

pour: send forth in a flood. 4, #)

diagram: a drawing to show how sth. works. & -

convince: bring by the use of evidence to firm belief. {#-::--- fZ IR o
patent office: the government that grants patent. %] 5



Ahead of Their Time

Sometimes ideas for inventions sound crazy because they are ahead
of their time. One communication idea that people thought was crazy
when it first appeared is now used all over the world. The idea was the
basis of the first fax machine, and it was invented way back in 1856.

P AR ok AR

fivt, ~LERCIBHRERES, PHENBEI DMK, &
—~RAMNEN, BECRERNEFSARNNLEST, RREPEEZERS
BERM, RTECOBHRELNE -~ SERAMMEM, ©6) LR LM 1856
Fo

Notes A »
communication: the technology used g;,t:ansxmttmg :
- messagesifi A A
way back: a long time ago. j&kuﬁr
pendulum: a body suspended so that it swings. 4%
electrical circuit: the path through which elecu:lcxty
flows. %% =%




Q: What was the best invention in

he world? 5 .
A: tTh‘:e wheel. It got everything rolling!

& @ﬁtﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂb?

Giovanni Caselli, an Italian priest, invented a 5, 3. Egﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬂﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ?&!

large, heavy machine that could send and receive an
actual copy of written notes or pictures. His neighbours

called him crazy. Some people thought he was using an evil form of
magic. The French government did use the machine for a few years,
but then it disappeared. Maybe it cost too much money. Or maybe it
was just a good idea ahead of its time.

FRE - FEHME-RBAHBF, RERT ~SFEEHMBEX

BPBEUXFREADE ., CODPRBAACHT., RLEARHGERA
FRHPEORE, LORMAERBAIRXSMBLER, CTEHERMAT ,
LHERPAHACEABRI . AFERRRE-TBEBIHRNHBEOBER,

Each electrical impulse
discolours the paper,
leaving an exact image of
the original message.

""""""

6 The receiving pendulum

swings, causing the tip of the

BRBRIHSREZE, &

> This sends power down a receiver to move over L& FHEni BS#M HE—
telegraph line to a | chemically treated paper. B
pendulum on the BN C6IE18 833 2 UTMED ‘ M
receiving machine. I 21 25 0L A0 4 L 7S
ERSPEBBIBEES 5, .
BTN CADIEI8Es . ‘
Notes

priest: person performing religious duties in the
Christian Church. 4&Jf; A% 3L

impulse: an impelling force. #) 7

discolour: change the colour of sth. 4 % &,



I've just invented
an inventor!

Bright Lights g

E21=1i IRtz =1 s

Patents can be granted on almost anything, from

a flower to a rocket. And there’s no limit on how many W ( V4]

patents one persoﬁ can hold. One very busy inventor

was Thomas Edison. With his team of workers, he

invented an electric light bulb, the phonograph and r

movie cameras. In all, he took out 1,093 patents — the
world record!

Edison also liked a good joke. He was very famous and everything he did and said
was news. He liked to give reporters interesting things to write about. In 1920 he told a
reporter that he was working on a machine that could talk to the dead. Newspapers all
over the world reported the story. A few years later, Edison admitted he had made it up!

oA %

M—REB—EKF, LFMANEBRTUARPHEHN, RR-TAMREHG
BPRETRRHN, R—CERKBROLNR YLD - BRE, RFROSHLEMK
ERNTRITE, BEMPREEEM, CRAROEFLI0BR, RERERSH,

EREXFERARR, RALB 3, PREH—F—1THRHE M, CERRAES
RFEHRRBRURNTE . 1920F, RF -~ CREZCEEMHI —~STURRAZENMN
B, Rk, ZERNDBABBRETILETFE, LFUB, BREXUPRTLREREL
6,

Notes
light bulb: an electric light. & J2 k7
phonograph: the early name for

record player. 9 & (FH I F
F)
make up: invent a story or a piece of

information. E#; %%
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More Everyday Inventions &8M8%508

YEAR X INVENTION 88 INVENTOR £08& COUNTRY EZ
3000 BC (OrcAl) marbles 33#2% unknown inventor S88ETFi% Egypt 2R
AD 100 (O7) comics EFFEE unknown inventor Si8&7Fi¥ Rome B3
P 200 wheelbarrow 1%t Chuko Liang B8 China (p@
1281 eyeglasses (g% Silvano Armato FO/RéEMER - [ Italy Bl
1642 calculator i+E83 Blaise Pascal fi3ERT - I6ET £ France &&E
\ 1759 roller skates kg Joseph Merlin ABK - B Belgium CEFIED
1762 sandwich =887d the Earl of Sandwich =B E&E England BE
1770 toothbrush Z&l William Addis i - FiHT England HE
1855 refrigerator B4 78 James Harrison &U8ET - [BI% 7% Australia @I
1901 vacuum cleaner (34288 H. Cecil Booth Z7S - fRlR England HE
1902 windscreen wiper REEFRE] Mary Anderson 1375 - B@m% United States £&
1957 correction fluid ;g2i& Bette Nesmith Graham  * United States E£&
; R - RPER - BEE
1978 bionic ear HEE Graeme Clark 18 - FafI Australia ®@<HITE

Notes
motion picture: a movie. ¥ m

rotate: turn around on a center. 7% 3%






How Did They Think
of That?

It's gooey like rubber. It bounces and it stretches. Play
with it, or use it to take dog hair off the furniture. It's Silly
Putty.

The name is a bit of a giveaway because, just as it sounds, Silly Putty
wasn’t invented on purpose! It was the stuff left over after engineers worked
with other materials. No one knew what to do with it, until someone realised
you could do a lot with it!

Some inventions are like that. Someone thinks of a new way to use
something that has been around for a long time.

LIRI0WBE KES867

THRBR—HRR, AMY, SIAARKIBKARBERALNBE, ©
AR HEREIR .

RIB3FhBREARNEINBWR, PHACRANAZEPEMRG, #ARRL
BREHERCRBNIHTOES, RAAPBECRAEKGTL, AHRAE
RECTUAR KBTS E4H,

REERMRZERBREBERD, REASZBLEHIPERBIBLABRA
NEBFRAFA,

Notes
gooey: sticky. #5#9
bounce: spring back after hitting a
surface. A
stretch: be elastic. # f&H(3K 7))
giveaway: sth. given away at no
charge. % 5




Hooping It Up

As long ago as 1,000 BC, children in ancient Greece and Rome played with hoops
made from vines. In colonial days in America, children rolled hoops along the streets,
guiding them with sticks. Australian children used bamboo hoops in sports classes at
school. But in 1957 the idea was taken one step further. That was the year the Hula
Hoop, a hollow plastic hoop, appeared in stores.

This hoopy toy became a huge success. People held contests to
see who could twirl the most hoops around their waists, arms, wrists,
legs, feet — even around their heads and necks. But the company that
made them was not able to get a patent for such an ancient idea. So
soon others were making Spin-a-Hoops and Hoop-d-dos. It is
estimated that between 60 and 100 million hoops were sold in two
years!

ibod B4 £ &

RPHEDOZWIONE, EHEBPEINHFHMBEZHAND
BHRE, GHRHNANED, %FNB6EMN KRR FEDR
B, RAAZOHFIAAHAODD LG H R, 83 I957TF,
BIrQBBAET ~KF, HEL—F, PHD——
HECEHBDESBRERT .,

ZHPOHERROAEEBIEAED. AD
BELRBRERRRIOFIRDBEES. 5. |
FH, RSB, BB, EERELBPBIELE, (22
HBIRDNOD)BFRALR-SZEBDHE
Fl, B, RIEZROBDBHE? SHIDHEM |
PR, BHEBF 2B L 6955 BE600075 Fl |
2211

Notes -
vine: a weak-stemmed plant. &
contest: a competition. % %
twirl: twist or wind around. % %%
estimate: calculate. 4£@; 1%t



