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Perface

Unfortunately today there is a trend to build the “modern house” with air-
conditioning and to neglect the effective aspects of the ecologically appropriate
vernacular design. The inward lookipg county and house with its climate-modi
fying grape trellisses provids a high degree of privacy, intimacy and comfort.
Their continued application to the urban or rural context is not difficult and
should be maintained.

’



Recently there has been an increasing recognition of man’s dominant role in
shaping the biosphere. The word “Ecology” from the Greek “Oikos” meaning
home or habitation. Ecology is a holistic science of man and nature, which
studies relations between an organism and its environfnent. Green plants turn
sunlight into food and fuel. They take in edible minerals, water and carbon
dioxide, and holding them up to the sun, give us food, fuel and oxygen in
return. Green plants are all that keep the soil from washing away.

Since the mid-1970’s earth sheltered building in the world have become more
numerous and more important as a contemporary passive building concept.
Further, antense international interest has now developed. Because so many
facets of living in an earth covered dwelling could be modified from normal
conditions in typical above ground housing, a variety of habitability issues were
examined. Non-residential examples also began to appear, including schoals,
small offices, and other commercial and industrial projects. Energy savings
remained important, but other factors such as environmental integration, security
concerns, and hazard protection features also played a part.

The focus of this book, then, is on the ecological environment as found in the
world and the way that countless know and unknown, responded to those
conditions- culturally economically, and socially, over a span of time running
back for long histofy. The record speaks for itself, and Earth Shelter Archi
tecture” have every reason to take pride in it.

Jing Qi Min
May, 1987
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