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Relishing the Beauty of Landscape

The photograph collection entitled Touching the Plateau by Mr. Cao Junsheng is about to be published. Proud
of Mr. Cao’s achievement, 1 am very glad to see another collection of top-quality photographs was added to the list
of published photographic works.

Many people only know Mr. Cao is a Chinese inhabiting in Canada, but know not that he is intoxicated with
photography. He is addicied to photography and devotes himself to produce works of photographic art. With a focus
on mountains and rivers and a longing lor touching nature, he brought forth abundant photographic works in years
of ceaseless and fruitful artistic pursuit. Although never boasted to be a photographer, he touched every viewer’s
soul with works full of artistic sensation.

Tt is said that to be a man is not unlike to appreciate scenery, both of which comprises three spheres, the first of
which is “ viewing mountains as mountains and rivers as rivers™, the second is “viewing ins not 4s

so-as to illustrate mountains. waters, nature. life with a crisscross network of dots and lines and portray them

gorgeously: Only by achieving this can natural ins and waters be ded to T4 which are not

beautiful in isofation. but in viewers® eyes.

From (he ancient time. mountains and waters have been the spiritual sustenance and 4 place to repose the soul
for Chinese literati. The pleasure of appreciating mountains and waters is a traveler's permanent goal. while finding
sustenance in them means greater pleasure (o travelers. Mountains and waters must be appreciated with the soul.
Reposing the soul on them is the only way of exploring the mystery of the world. As a Chinese saying goes, “The
wise delights in waters while the benevolent in mountains™, life should be regarded as a nonstop happy process
which reveals different charm to people in different spheres. As one who tries to combine the loftiness of mountains

and rivers not as rivers™. and the third is “viewing mountains as mountuins unew and rivers as rivers anew™. In
Touching the Plateau. Mr. Cao demonstrates a unigue sphere of being a man as well as appreciating scenery. With
photos he took. he extracts the stunning beauty of lofty mountains, great lakes. deserts. waste lands, morning and
dusk glow. golden roof and snow. and displays it in a pure, simple and natural way. exemplifying his admirable
mastery of photographic skill and keen insight. From these photos we also find his unique understanding of nature,
profound artistic achievement and a frank. sincere and detached attitude to life. “Reading thousands of books and
traveling ten thousand 1i” is Chinese scholars” cultural favor. Traveling is a very meaningful spiritual and cultural
activity, which hroadens the horizen, increases the experience and builds up o firm will. Perhaps what Mr. Cao
keeps pursuing is the same kind of experience and toughening.

In the pursuit of the Way of art, it is hard to be devoted and detached simultaneously and harder to unite art and
life, which is why Mr. Cao’s achievement is considered laudable. A lofty sphere demands a lofty mind embracing
the world. “Viewing objects with your heart, you will find there is no difference in their sizes.” Introspection enfolds
the past and the present. the west and the east™; therefore, a photographer’s “heart™ is expected to be all-embracing

and the brig} of waters in him, Mr. Cao fully enjoys himsell spiritually and creates touching works of photo-
graphic art.
The striking ch istic of Mr. Cao’s photographs should also be attri 10 his p:

idea about

p that is, as he » photographs must be lakm h.xmuly He treats photographing as a happy and

enjoyable process, which purges his works of the i of ¥

has multiple functions,
among which the most significant is bringing happiness. People muy enjoy the process, beautiful ﬁccnery life and
pleasure by photographing. When speculative elements are minil d in ing. the art of p hy is

sure 1o be maximized and probably gives birth 1o an artistically valuable photographic work. Perhaps certain inspi-
ration may be drawn from this.

I remember. in 2004. Mr. Cao and Mr. Qin Yuhai co-published an exquisite ph h collection entitled
Scenery of Yuntai Mountain which attracted wide attention and applause of Chinese phatographers. Mr. Cao will

publish his Touching the Plateau. a selection of his photographs of plateau scenery. which is certainly felicitous!
May Mr. Cao keep proceeding in his road of huppy photographing and bring us more masterpieces. This
prefice 1s the token of my good wish.

By Shao Hua
Chinese Photographers Association
January. 2007
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