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PREFACE

IT has become a commonplace remark that fact is often stranger
than fiction. It may also be said that history is often more romantic
than romance. The pages of the record of man’s doings are frequently
illustrated by entertaining and striking incidents, relief points in the
dullness of everyday events, stories fitted to rouse the reader from
weariness and stir again in his veins the pulse of interest in human
life. There are many such dramas on the stage of history, life scenes
that are pictures in action, tales pathetic, stirring, full of the element
of the unusual, of the stuff the novel and the romance are made of, yet
with the advantage of being actual fact. Incidents of this kind have
proved as attractive to writers as to readers. They have dwelt upon
them lovingly, exaggerated them with the charms of story-telling and
occasionally with the inventions of fancy, until what began as fact has
often entered far into the domains of legend and fiction.

It may well be that some of the narratives in the present work
have gone through this process. If so, it is simply indicative of the in-
terest they have awakened in generations of readers and writers. But
the bulk of them are fact, so far as history in general can be called
fact, it having been our design to take from the history of the nations
some of their more stirring and romantic incidents, and present them
as a gallery of pictures that might serve to decorate the entrance to
the temple of history, of which this work is offered as in some sense
an illuminated antechamber. As such, it is hoped that some pilgrims
from the world of readers may find it a pleasant halting-place on their

way into the far-extending aisles of the great temple beyond.
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MANSWENNID, AND THE VIKINGS

THE year 1000 A.D. was one of strange histories. Its advent
threw the people of Europe into a state of mortal terror. Ten centuries
had passed since the birth of Christ. The world was about to come to
an end. Such was the general belief. How it was to reach its end —
whether by fire, water, or some other agent of ruin — the prophets of
disaster did not say, nor did people trouble themselves to learn. De-
struction was coming upon them, that was enough to know; how to
provide against it was the one thing to be considered.

Some ran to the churches; others to the pubs. Here prayers went
up; there wine went down. The petitions of the religious were matched
by the wildness of the drunks. It was an era of ignorance and super-
stition. Christendom went insane over an idea. Some even rid them-
selves entirely of property, thinking this would ensure a place in heav-
en for themselves.

When the year ended, and the world rolled on, none the worse
Jor fire or flood, green with the spring vegetation and ripe with the
works of man, dismay gave way to hope, happiness took the place of
prayer, man regained their flown wits, and those who had so reckless-
ly given away their wealth took legal measures for its recovery.

Such was one of the events that made that year memorable.
There was another of a highly different character. Instead of a world
being lost, a world was found. The Old World not only remained un-
harmed, but a New World was added to it, a world beyond the seas,
for this was the year in which the foot of the European was first set
upon the shores of the trans-Atlantic continent. It is the story of this
first discovery of America that we have now to tell.
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