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Summary

Globalization has now become an inevitable reality, closely—
knitted to our everyday life. Moreover, it has stepped from
the spheres of economy and politics to culture. Faced with the
global colonization of the powerful foreign cultures, the cul—
turally—weak nations of the world should rise for self—defense.
The reason is that culture, different from other commodities of
economic globalization, has a significance that transcends the
‘purely commercial value. It carries the legacy and identity of
a national culture. In the present network society, film, as an
audio—video product of popular culture, is not only the most
marketable and globally competitive cultural form, but also an
important symbol of a certain national culture and social identity .
As a cultural commodity, American film has far surpassed its
superficial economic value. It not only represents economic
interests, but also becomes an invisible carrier of ideology,
craftily exporting American values and way of thinking and
thus has become a potential cultural soakage medium towards
the disadvantageous weak cultures. Within this context, many
nations and regions around the world have developed a crisis

consciousness concerning the survival of national cinema and
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strategic discussions on cinema localization and nationalization

have been actively conducted.

Korean and Chinese film constitute two important pillars
of Asian cinema. With both governments making great effort
to adjust relating film policies, Korean and Chinese film have
achieved rapid development respectively. From the late 1990s
on, Korean film has become dominant in domestic market and
earned annually—increasing profit abroad, setting up a model
of national cinema in Asia. China, since the year 2002, has
experienced a continuous, rapid increase in terms of film pro—
duction quantity and box office value. Already a big produc—
tion base in Asia, China has also gradually revealed its poten—
tial as a film consuming power. Yet at the same time, both
Korean and Chinese film face the double dilemma of Holly—
wood film vigorously squeezing the life space for national films
and the American cultural hegemony overtly invading by way
of screen. Both countries are forced to open market and to
explore a road for national cinema to develop and renovate.
Despite the difference of strategies taken by the two industries
due to the different national conditions and political and eco—
nomic systems, the two countries share similar core social
values based on oriental values headed by Confucianism, which
serves as the cornerstone of their cultural foundation and people’s
emotional appeal. This helps to establish some important and
common principles in film making for both cinemas and demon

strates strong feasibility for them to learn from each other.

The aims of this book are as follows: As Korea and China

have opened their cinema markets, the two national cinemas,



both beionging to oriental culture and under globalization context,
are placed on the same platform; then by concentrating on the
differences in narrative style and audience acceptance of their
films, efforts are made to discuss the merits and room for
improvement and to predict concrete directions for mutual

assimilation, thus providing some reference and advice for

mutual learning and future development of the two national

cinemas.

This book adopts the following framework: Chapter 1
aims to construct a reality coordinate for the study of the two
national cinemas through a general survey of the present situ—
ation of the two film industries and their filmmaking. It
includes the journey from crisis to revitalization and the artistic
features of the Korean national cinema, the sharp quantitative
increase in film production and rise of artistic level of Chinese
film promoted by reform of film enterprise system, and a
comparison of the present situation of the industry and film—
making of the two national cinemas. Chapter 2 tries to analyze
the common grounds as well as the differences of Korean and
Chinese film in narration through perceptual and rational study.
Due to the limit of space, only the relatively more productive,
more profitable, and more influential types of films are selected for
the comparison and contrast: including Korea’s political commer—
cial film, ethical film, comedy, gangster film, romance, costume
martial art film and China’s costume martial art film, comedy,
romance, gangster film and ethical film. And the analysis
focuses on narrative structure, characterization, and narrative
rhythm to decode the narrative differences; the deeper rela—

tionship between the narrative differences and the national
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cultural characteristics is explored. What is particularly worth
mentioning is that the present research, instead of seeking
comprehensiveness, prioritizes key issues and provides flexible
interpretations. Finally, as audiences’ consumption is the fun—
damental engine for the development of cinema, Chapter 3
mainly studies the differences of audience acceptance in the two
counties. Such a research is conducted on the basis of audience
questionnaire results collected from several large cities in Korea
and China. Based on the precise, first—hand statistics, the
chapter analyzes in detail the consumption habit, present situ—
ation of consumption and differences in acceptance of the two
country’s audience and dissects deeply the audience’s film viewing
psychology.
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