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Brief Introduction of School of Architecture, Tianjin University

Tianjin University, established in 1895 with the name of ‘Peiyang University! is the first educational institution of
higher learning in China. It was renamed as ‘Tianjin University'in 1951.

School of architecture, Tianjin university is a distinguished educational and research institute with a long history.

1935 — Department of architecture, Jingu University was founded, which was the predecessor of School of
Architecture, Tianjin University.

1952 — Department of Architecture, Tianjin University was founded as an integration of Department of
Architecture, Jingu University, Department of Architecture, Tangshan Institute of Technology and Department of Civil
Engineering, Tianjin University.

1997 — School of Architecture, Tianjin University was established.

School of Architecture, Tianjin University consists of three teaching departments (Architecture, City planning and
Art design), four research institutes (Architectural design and theory, Building science and technology, Architectural
history and theory, City planning and design), Tianjin Key Laboratory of building physical environment and ecological
technology, as well as the Vocational Education Center and Jianxue Technology Development Company (Tianjin Univ.).

The faculty is composed of 113 members, 95 of which have teaching positions, including 28 professors, 28
associate professors, one academician of the China Academy of Science, one National Distinguished Higher Educator
and two foreign professors. 23 of the faculty are Ph.D directors, whereas 50 are master directors. The faculty is an
effective combination of experienced professors and creative, energetic young people. Many of them have studied or
worked abroad. They have undertaken many international, national, and local teaching, research and practice projects,
and gained a lot of achievements. Therefore, the faculty has a distinguished academic reputation nationwide and even
worldwide.

The school pays much attention to the teaching quality, keeps on improving the teaching methods through
continous teaching reforms, and has formed its unique teaching system. The faculty has gained various national
teaching awards, and the students won many a prize in international and national design competitions, which have
always been the best among the architectural schools in China.

The undergraduate education of the architecture specialty of our school has been certified as ‘excellent’ through
the evaluation by the National Higher Education Committee of Architecture since 1992. And the graduate education
has been certified as ‘excellent’ since 1995. Under the confirmation of the Academic Degrees Committee of the State
Coundil, our school can award the ‘Bachelor Degree of Architecture’ and ‘Master Degree of Architecture’ The specialty
of Urban Planning passed the evaluation by the National Higher Education Committee of Architecture in 2000, and has
been certified as ‘excellent’since 2004.

The School developed a high quality, comprehensive education system with different levels, including
undergraduate, post graduate, Ph.D. programs and vocational education programs, such as ‘engineer post graduate



program’ and continuing education program. Since 1998, architecture specialty of our school has been authorized
as National 1st Class Specialty, with four secondary specialties that have the authority to award Ph.D. degrees, which
are architecture design, and theory, architecture history and theory, city planning and design and building science
and technology. Meanwhile, our school can award master's degrees of 8 specialties, which are architecture design
and theory, city planning and design, architecture history and theory, building science and technology, design art,
building environment design, art and fine art. In 1999, a post doctor program was established at our school. In 2001,
the specialty of ‘architecture design and theory’ was authorized as ‘National Key Specialty, which was confirmed again
in 2007. It is one of the three National Key Specialties in architecture design in China.

We insist that architectural educational system should be open and international. In the forms of international
lectures, faculty and students exchange, joint studios or research projects, cooperative publications, the school
maintains long term and stable collaboration and exchange with many a renowned architectural education and
research institutions. For example, in North America, our partners include the architectural schools of UCLA, Texas A&M,
University of South California, University of Minnesota, University of Virginia, Colombia University and McGill University.
In Europe, our partners include the architecture schools of Cardiff University, Sheffield University, University of Rome,
Milan Polytechnic University, University of Karlsruhe, Berlin Polytechnic University and La Villette School of Architecture.
In Asia Pacific regions, our partners include Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, Curtain University of Technology,
Tokyo University, Tokyo Polytechnic University, Kobe University, National University of Singapore, Taiwan Zhongyuan
Univeristy, Hongkong University and Hongkong Chinese University.

The recruit number of undergraduate students of our school is 180 persons each year, including 80 students for
the specialty of architecture, 40 for the specialty of city planning, and 40 for the specialty of art design. The number
of recruit students for the post graduate program is 120 persons each year, and it is 60 persons each year for the Ph.D.
program. The school also recruits students for vocational and technical education programs, such as the engineer post
graduate program, on-the-job post graduate program, Ph.D. degree program. Moreover, the school still offers self-
education undergraduate program, junior college program and continuing education program.

School of Architecture, Tianjin University has advanced teaching facilities, distinguished faculty, and high quality,
international, open and multi-level education system, which provides an ideal platform for future academic and
professional development of the students. The school had cultivated thousands of graduates and hundreds of masters
and doctors in the past decades, who are now working at architecture design institutes or companies, city planning
institutes or companies, architectural research institutes, universities or colleges, and city and building management
bureaus. Many of them have become backbones of their affiliations, and have made great contribution to the
development of architecture and city planning of China.
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