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Experienced men of the world know very well that it is best to pay scot”

and lot as they go along, and that a man often pays dear for a small frugality®.
The borrower runs in his own debt. Has a man gained any thing who has received
a hundred favors and rendered none? Has he gained by borrowing, through
indolence® or cunning@ , his neighbor’s wares, or horses, or money? There arises
on the deed the instant acknowledgment of benefit on the one part, and of debt on

® remains in the

the other; that is, of superiority and inferiority. The transaction
memory of himself and his neighbor; and every new transaction alters, according
to its nature, their relation to each other. He may soon come to see that he had
better have broken his own bones than to have ridden in his neighbor’s coach, and
that “the highest price he can pay for a thing is to ask for it.”

A wise man will extend this lesson to all parts of life, and know that it is the
part of prudence© to face every claimant”, and pay every just demand on yqur
time, your talents, or your heart. Always pay; for, first or last, yq\u musmay
your entire debt. Persons and events may stand for a time bctweeﬂ ydii and

justice, but it is only a postponement.. You must pay at last your own debt. :If
L
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you are wise, you will dread a prosperity which only loads you with more.
Benefit is the end of nature. But for every benefit which you receive, a tax is
levied. He is great who confers the most benefits. He is base and that is the one

base thing in the universe to receive favors and render none. In the order of nature

we cannot render benefits to those from whom we receive them, or only seld

But the benefit we receive must be rendered again, line for line, de

cent for cent, to somebody. Beware of too much good staying in your

will fast corrupt and worm worms. Pay it away quickly in some so

mealin e s e e e o e e e

. Dscotn fREMKTA, K © frugality n. %4, &
)| @ indolence n. M, 4L E % @ cunning n. BH, Kk
Qﬁ ;; (% transaction n. X % ® prudence n. #
% (D claimant n. %% K4 postponement n. 3£, &4
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The good are befriended® even by weakness and defect. As no man had

ever a point of pride that was not injurious® to him, so no man had ever a defect
that was not somewhere made useful to him. The stag in the fable admired his
horns and blamed his feet, but when the hunter came, his feet saved him, and
afterwards, caught in the thicket® , his horns destroyed him. Every man in his
lifetime needs to thank his faults. As no man thoroughly understands a truth until
he has contended against it, so no man has a thorough acquaintance@ with the
hindrances® or talents of men, until he has suffered from the one, and seen the
triumph of the other over his own want of the same. Has he a defect of temper
that unfits him to live in society? Thereby he is driven to entertain himself alone,
and acquire habits of self-help; and thus, like the wounded oyster, he mends his
shell with pearl.

Our strength grows out of our weakness. The indignation® which arms itself
with secret forces does not awaken until we are pricked and stung and sorely
assailed. A great man is always willing to be little. Whilst he sits on the cushion
of advantages, he goes to sleep. When he is pushed, tormented, defeated, he has
a chance to learn something ; he has been put on his wits, on his manhood; he has

s 5
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gained facts; learns his ignorance; is cured of the insanity® of conceit; has got
moderation and real skill. The wise man throws himself on the side of his
assailants®. It is more his interest than it is theirs to find his weak point. The
wound cicatrizes and falls off from him like a dead skin, and when they would
triumph, lo! he has passed on invulnerable®. Blame is safer than praise. I hate
to be defended in a newspaper. As long as all that is said is said against me, I
feel a certain assurance of success. But as soon as honeyed words of praise are
spoken for me, I feel as one that lies unprotected before his enemies. In general,
every evil to which we do not succumb® is a benefactor. As the Sandwich
Islander believes that the strength and valor of the enemy he kills passes into

himself, > gain the strength of the temptatibﬁ ‘we gesist.
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