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The solar system
XM %

Our solar system has nine planets, including Earth.
BINM AR BEMRERNRHEBEARGTE.

Our Earth is part of the Solar System. Solar
means sun. The Sun is the centre of our Solar
System. The Sun is a huge star.

B R ARREN—IBD. KERAHRNFTL, ER—
EXMIEE.




Nine round (ball-shaped) planets move in paths
called orbits. These are like giant ovals around
the Sun. Scientists send probes to some of the
planets to learn more about the Solar System.

 ABREMTERSBMHE S ESAREST, R
REEETERSENENER—S T RARE.



Mercury
X £

Distance from Sun: 57 million km FEAPEAYEEES: 57 000 000 F 3
Number of moons: 0 PE#: O

Relative size: eighth largest XA BAKGE

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun.
Because Mercury is so close to the Sun, the
side that faces the Sun gets very hot. That
side is much hotter than any place on Earth.
KERBAHZKENTE, ERAKEEKRHERE, €
B AHN—EIEFHR, RN E I AEHERES.

Mercury is closest to the Sun
KEBKHARE



Mercury’s surface looks like our Moon
KEMEFEELEBRAR

Mariner 10 was a probe that visited Mercury. It
took hundreds of pictures. The pictures showed
that Mercury looks a lot like our Moon.

KF0" SERETKEMNRNE, ERRTLEKEAR.
MEERRFITUEH, KERGERNNVBR.
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Distance from Sun: 107 million km
Number of moons: 0
Relative size: sixth largest

PEAPBHAYEEES: 107 000 000 %k
BE#: 0
xRN BRAKTE

Venus is the second planet from
the Sun. It is the closest planet
to Earth.

EERAMAE-HTE. BHKRE.
Venus and Earth are about the
same size. Thick acid clouds
always cover Venus. People,
animals and plants from Earth

couldn’t live in this atmosphere.
EEMHRERZEHR)N EERINE

ERAEREMNRKZ. IR WA, s19EY

EXHHR[PLEELER.

More than 20 probes have

visited Venus.
TS ENRNBEZ-+21.

An artist’s picture of
one of the 20 probes
that have visited Venus
BRETIHISEN-+F4
BNz —







Distance from Sun: 148 million km 5 KPHAYEEE: 148 000 000 F ¥
Number of moons: 1 BEH: 1
Relative size: fifth largest BRI BRAKRGTE

Earth is the third planet from the Sun. Earth
has one moon. The moon travels around

Earth — at the same time that Earth travels

around the Sun.
HKEAHREEZE-WMTE, E—\PE, bt 2 Ak, &
HhER Bl 55 K PRTESE I EIRYT, BERESH IRz T,

The moon is always circling Earth
Rk B R B St Bk Eah



Almost three-quarters of Earth’s surface is covered with water
HoERRE L 3/4 B KBS

Earth is the only planet with water on its
surface. It is the only planet where there is

known to be life.
WEKER—FRERAKNTE., AMMAEAEREXTTE B4R,
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Distance from Sun: 227 million km BEAPHEEER: 227 000 000 F
Number of moons: 2 DE#: 2
Relative size: seventh largest AR BERTE

Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun. It is

red in colour and about half the size of Earth.
KERAHREENTTE, 246, KAZMIKMN—F K,

Mars is known for its red colour
TENTERKE
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Mars has large craters shaped like bowls
KEEBEXMRFUL, HRERD

Millions of years ago, Mars had water. Today,
it is dry. Many scientists think there once was
life on Mars. Maybe tiny living things are
there today. In 1997, two probes looked at

Mars for signs of life.

NEREMNAHXELRK, BRAE—RILBRH. FF
MEFINAKBLEEF T4, SRFEFTHEY. 1997,
PERRNFEKE L FRIEDHOLR.
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Jupiter
T T—

Distance from Sun: 774 million km g5 4 fYEEES: 774 000 000 F 3
Number of moons: 16 or more DES 164 EF
Relative size: largest planet B AN BAHGE
Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sun. You
could put all the other planets inside Jupiter
and still have extra room!

ARERABEAFZELRTE, MREBEMFAFTEDEH#KE,
EERLRZROZTE!

An artist’s picture of a probe passing
a moon on its way to Jupiter

ERETRNB[ELIAEZ —



An artist’s picture shows Jupiter’s rings and some of its moons.

BRETARENATMENLNEE.

Jupiter is not solid like Earth. It is a huge
ball of gases.
RER—NMEXNSEER, RHEMIKI 4 RE,

Six probes have already visited Jupiter.
They discovered thin rings that circle the
planet. Scientists think the rings are made

of rocks.
FEAEMNRNBELRE AN ENEUAEETEENL
IR, BIZEFIANAXENXRERRRAMD.

15




16

Distance from Sun: 1417 million km 5 APBHAYEERES: 1 417 000 000 F %
Number of moons: more than 20 PEH: 20/ E
Relative size: second largest B/ AN BEZRFE

Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun.

Like Jupiter, it is a giant ball of gases.
TERKBEREEABITE. ENAE—H, hE—1

EXHSEEK,

Saturn is famous for the beautiful rings

that circle it. They are large and flat.
AREMELTEFEFRERILR, XAXFE.

Saturn’s rings are made of ice and dust
T+ 2K IR 2 KRR A 48 AR A
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