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Rethinking on the Modernization Theory
REE T #

WAAFRE¥REFAAREAR T CHE

FE MEARMCERG LA, AL GIARLSTE
F, kMU RBLE—FHEBF L L ESFRRESE D S A
RARKG IR R, FABFTARCBEXAFEA LB RGRARKL,
BANRREN “RBibth BAIL” BH. IHEZRRFLEH,
LARARESEBRBEE, HL AR, ALASNABRAAREZS T4
BEkMEL, B, AAARLKFBME LA KSR, EWHGRE,
REFRITLANHGAFTEAEFX, LEFEN T LIAFKP
ELdmRMAEFAEFX. A, ARKALER LR AL ZH
WhRARHERA, FERNERREE S B LG T LLEARLRMALY
REFPRSWHEX, MERBERRASERAGILEZT L LG LK
RH, SH4ARLYSAHER, BAARGTIRERE, Tk
XARAALEALSFHLG M EHHHAEH, A TIHAAR, A
RIFRAOATFXTARXET RAHAATEGER, AXLH
BTFEHEAEARAERAFRLOT R, LRAH T LA BRI F
ERAPHAER, TFAZN T LARBRLERTRIAGAESIR
B, BRBALEARXEZT, FEAMTARMLS LAHIAR, &
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Abstract: Modernization theories, with many different explains
and comments, have developed since famous economist Simon
Kuznets presented first the concept “modernization” in 1950s, and
have changed a lot in its definition and standard, going with modern-
ization movements in countries on the world. These theories can be
mainly summed up: 1) Classical modernization theories focus on the
modernization in developing countries on the world, famous repre-
sentations as Simon Smith Kuznets, Shmuel Noah Eisenstadt and
Walt Whitman Rostow. Recently, a new explication of modernization
theory came out from Princeton University such as C. E. Black, and
it emphasizes on the social evolution under the scientific and techno-
logical revolution . This explication has being enriched in the works of
Max Weber, Talcott Parsons and Ales Inkeles and so on. 2) Mod-
ernization is industrialisation in developed countries with their society
changes, represented by K. Max and F. Engels, and this theory be-
came the first ideal base, on which many other advance new theo-
ries. 3) The modernization of socialism is not only economic but so-
cial evolution, originally presented by F. Lenin and later practiced by
many countries such as Soviet Union Russia and especially China,
with important representations as Stalin, Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai,
Deng Xiaopin and Hu Jintao .

There has been for a long time an opinion in the modernization
theories, with some prejudices, that is, the industrialization and
scientific-technological revolution in developed countries is regarded
as the standard of modernization, and those developing modes and
patterns in these countries are the necessary way of modernization in
developing countries . The opinion makes an idealistic trap, a strata-

gem for catching or tricking an unwary person, in the theory with
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“two polarization” . We believe that the modernization theory must be
rethinked. Modernization theory, based on the former academic re-
search and practice in developing countries, may stress on the fol-
lowing: 1) Modernization process studies in developing countries are
supposed to be in long-term observing angle, thatis, not only to ob-
serve and study the industrialization with relative social evolution but
also pre-industrialization social changes, including producing and liv-
ing modes, such as agricultural and stockbreeding, even in ancient
and medieval times. The observing angle can be extended pro-indus-
trialization. We must acknowledge that the modernization of human-
being is a long process, which is continuing at the present time . 2)
Modernization research is supposed to emphasize on its multiformity,
that is, idiographic or individual study on certain developing country
may not use some modernization modes of developed countries as
standard, for example, start-point of its modernization, its modern-
ization way and its experience including successful and unsuccess-
ful. We must accept the fact that different countries have their differ-
ent modernization ways. 3) Modernization research is supposed to
give prominence to its critical characteristic, or pop out “issue-inten-
tion”, that is, criticism can be stressed in the capitalist industrializa-
tion history, re-consider of “achievements” of our modernization all
over the world, and analysis on a series of aftereffects in our globe
modernization, such as criticism of Jean Rousseau, Schumacher and
Barry Commoner . In a word, rethinking on the modernization theory
is aimed at to set up the idea of scientific and continuable development
of modernization, making out a new wisdom of human-being exist
and living philosophy.

Key Words: Rethinking, Modernization, New-wisdom



