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News in Brief

troductory Notes

Webster’ s dictionary defines news as “information about recent events of
general interest, especially as reported by the print and broadcast media. ” People
still get news from people they know, but mostly, news is associated with what
people read in the newspaper, hear on the radio or watch on TV.

The news that people get every day is actually a product of three distinct
processes: production, distribution and consumption. In other words, for people to
get the news, someone must first decide that an event is newsworthy, gather the
information and write/voice/film or otherwise produce a report. Then, the
information is distributed. And finally, the audience reads/hears/views or

otherwise consumes the news.

Discuss the following questions in small groups.

1. What is “news”?
2. Do you agree that news is what an editor or news director says?
3. What are some of the important elements of news?




2 |

g(ercise | _Multiple Choice

Listen to the first news item and choose the best answer for each of the fol-
lowing questions according to what you have heard.

1. Who wants to hold the religious ceremony?
a. VIP. b. A hot-line Hindu group.
c. VHP. d. A hard-line Indian group.
2. Why can’t they hold this ceremony?
a. Because the Supreme Court forbids them.
b. Because they will demolish a mosque.
¢. Because they are Islamic extremists.
d. Because Ayodhya is not their/}lglg' site.
3. Where are they going to hold this ceremony?
a. Deli. b. Ayodhya.
c. Near the Supreme Court. d. In a mosque.

grercise Il _True or False

Listen to the second news item and decide whether the following state-
ments are true (T ) or false (F ) according to what you have heard.

() 1. Maymond Martinot and his wife were frozen and buried at their home.
() 2. The biology professor died eighteen years ago.
() 3. He hoped to be brought back to life with the advances in medical science
in the future.
) 4. According to the local authority, cryogenic freezing of the body is not a-



gainst the French law.
( ) 5. The court ordered to use force, if necessary, to get rid of the Martinot

corpses.

%ercise Il Blank-filling

Listen to the third news item and fill in the blanks with the information you
have got from the tape.

Time g0 Agle everiny
4

Region Meor

Magnitude 7.9

Death -~

g(ercise IV __Questions

Listen to the fourth news item and answer the following questions accord-
ing to what you have heard.

What happened?

Who was wounded in the leg?

How many people were wounded?

How long did the shooting last?

How many suspects are still at large? ﬁg

How many people have been arrested since the end of January?

OO h W
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g(ercise V__Multiple Choice

Listen to the fifth news item and choose the best answer to complete each of
the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. A private plane last night in Newaygo County.

a. hit three people b. crashed
c. broke some power lines d. went down into a river
2. When the accident happened, there was Avere person(s) on board.
a. three b. two C. one d. six
3. The plane is now in .
a. a river b. a lake c. the sea d. a pond

4, will be on the scene to pull the plane out of the water.
. A rescue crew

. The Federal Bureau of Investigation

. The police

. The Federal Aviation Administration

[N
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g(ercise VI _ Blank-filling

Listen to the sixth news item and fill in the blanks with the information you
have got from the tape.

The Coast Guard says a life jacket helped a man survive a 15-hour ordeal in

Lake Michigan. Petty Scott Bronson says the
man launched a 14-foot from Bethany last
night. Deon Globensky was missing about 2:30 this morning. A
Coast Guard found him a little after eight, on
his sailboat about four miles of Benton Harbor. He

to swim to a basket. Bronson says wearing a
__ jacket and with the boat probably saved Globensky ’ s life.

His hometown wasn’ t immediately released.

s ~u‘? =
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gtercise VIl _Questions

Listen to the seventh news item and answer the following questions accord-
ing to what you have heard.
1. How many vears has Israel occupied Palestine?

2. How many peace activists were mentioned in the passage?
3. What happened to them?

gfercise VIl _True or False

Listen to the seventh news item again and decide whether the following
statements are true (T ) or false (F ) according to what you have heard.

(
(

) 1.
) 2.

) 3.
) 4.
) 5.
) 6.

) 7.

Three peace activists were killed by Israeli soldiers within a month.

Rachel Corrie was killed when she was trying to protect a Palestinian doctor’s
house. .
Rachel’ s death will be investigated by both Israeli military and a US committee.
Rachel Corrie has graduated from Evergreen State College in Olympia.

An Israeli tank shattered the face of a young man from Mexico.

The British peace activist who was shot in the head has regained conscious-
ness. .

According to the Israeli military announcement, all foreigners entering Gaza
Strip must give up their right to charge the Israeli army if they shoot them.

28 interaction Activities

Find something newsworthy and tell it as a piece of news to your group.




News in Detail

Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? These are the essential elements of ev-
ery good news story. Most readers are aware of these six elements, but there are many
other values that contribute to the definition of news. All journalists rely on the follow-
ing set of news elements to help them evaluate whether a piece of information is news-
worthy .

Impact

The facts and events that have the greatest effect on the audience are the most ne-
wsworthy.

Controversy

Arguments, debates, charges, countercharges, and fights increase the value of
news.

Emotion

Take into account human interests that touch our emotions.

Oddity

When a dog bites a man, it’s not news. But when a man bites a dog, it is news.

Prominence

More prominent individuals attract more attention.

Proximity

Concentrate on news that is of local interest; the closer to home the better.




