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1. Pickup in rain

One night, at 12:00 pm, an elderly woman was standing by the
side of a highway. It was raining cats and dogs that night, Her car had
broken down and she desperately needed a ride. Soakingly wet, she was
trying to flag down a passing car. At last, a young white man stopped to
help her. The man took her to safety, helped her get assistance and put
her into a taxicab.

She seemed to be in such a big hurry that she barely took time to
write down the young man’s address, she thanked him and drove away.

Ten days later a knock came on the man’s door. To his surprise,
a new car was delivered to his home, with a special note attached. The
note read: Dear Mr. Thomas: Thank you so much for assisting me on
the highway that night. The rain wet not only my clothes, but also my
spirits. Because of you, I was able to make it to my dying husband’s
bedside just before he passed away. God bless you for helping me and

unselfishly serving others.

1. soak [ssuk] v. 12, 1, 135
2. taxicab ['teeksikaeb] n. HFHZE
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2. Blessings usually come in disguise

The only survivor of a shipwreck washed up on a small,
uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly to God for someone to rescue
him, each day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed
[orthcoming.

Exhausted, he managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to
protect him from the elements and to store his few possessions.

One day, after looking for food, he arrived home only to find his
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little hut in flames, with the smoke rolling up to the sky.

The worst had happened; everything was lost.

He was stung with grief and anger. “God, how could you do this to
me!” he cried.

Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that
was approaching the island. It had come to rescue him.

“How did you know I was here?” asked the weary man to his
rescuers.

“We saw your smoke signal,” they replied.

Never forget blessings do come in disguise!

1. shipwreck ['[iprek] n. i R4e5, dodE, @

2. feverishly [fi:vari[li] adv. +4>£EHh

3. horizon [ha'raizn] n. #F-2%

4. forthcoming [f2:0'kamin] adj. El¥43I5kH

5. driftwood ['driftwud] n. EFA, EA

6. elements ['elomants] n. (pl.) (T a5
Sty ) BRI

. approach [a'praut[] v. i, #F

8. disguise [dis'gaiz] n. th3%, ik
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3. A ten-cent idea

When young Charles was a store clerk, he tried to convince his
boss to have a ten-cent sale to reduce iventory.

The boss agreed, and the idea was a resounding success. This
inspired Charles to open his own store and price items at a nickel and
a dime. He needed capital for such a venture, so he asked his boss to
supply the capital for part interest in the store.

His boss turned him down flatly. “The idea is too risky,” he told
Charles. “There are not enough items to sell for five and ten cents.”
Charles went ahead without his boss’s backing, and he not only was
successful in his first store, but eventually owned a chain of stores
Charles across the nation. Later, his former boss was heard to remark,
“As far as I can figure out, every word I used to turn Charles down cost

me about a million dollars.”

1. ten-cent ['tencent] adj. {#EH

2. inventory ['inventri] n. 774%. B

3. resounding [ri'zaundin] adj. JEMse, Ry
4. inspire [in'spais] v. 858, #%

5. dime [daim]n. (3&)— T

6. flatly ['fletli] adv. Wiskih
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4. A world of smile

More than five years I was working at a little clinic after I graduated
from college. Actually I didn’t like the job and felt depressed every day.
One day while working at the cash register, an elderly couple came in
with a little girl in a wheelchair.

As I looked closer at this girl, I realized that she was disabled. 1
then realized she had no arms or legs, just a head, neck and torso. She
was in red. That is a warm color.

As I took the money from her grandparents, I looked down at the
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girl, who was giving me the cutest, largest smile I have ever seen. All of

a sudden her handicap was gone and all I saw was this beautiful girl, and
her smile, just like the warm sun in the winter melted me and almost
instantly gave me a completely new sense of what life is all about.
It was her smile that took me from a poor, unhappy college student
and brought me into her world; a world of smiles, love and warmth.
Now I'm a successful business person and whenever I get down
and think about the troubles of the world, I think about that little girl

and the remarkable lesson about life that she taught me.

1. torso ['to:sou] n. FHERAIHRFTEA
2. cute ['kju:t] adj. AIE&M, AR
3. handicap ['heendikeep] n. (&8, S84k
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B RR#2 Swiles bring us warm sunlight on a cold winter day.
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