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Unit 1

Text A

The Young Generation

Old people are always saying that the young are not what they
were. The same comment is made from generation to generation and it
is always true. It has never been truer than it is today. The young are
better educated. They have a lot more money to spend and enjoy more
freedom. They grow up more quickly and are not so dependent on
their parents. They think more for themselves and do not blindly ac-
cept the ideals of their elders. Events which the older generation re-
members vividly are nothing more than past history. This is as it
should be. Every new generation is different from the one that prece-
ded it. Today the difference is very marked indeed.

The old always assume that they know best for the simple reason
that they have been around a bit longer. They don’ t like to feel that
their values are being questioned or threatened. And this is precisely
what the young are doing. They are question the assumptions of their
elders and disturbing their complacency. Office hours, for instance,
are nothing more than enforced slavery. Wouldn’t people work best if
they were given complete freedom and responsibility? And what about

.1
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clothing? Who said that all the men in the world should wear drab grey
suits and convict haircuts? If we ruin our minds to more serious mat-
ters, who said that human differences can best be solved through con-
ventional politics or by violent means, who said that human difference
can best be solved through conventional politics or by violent means?
Why have the older generation so often used violence to solve their
problems? Why are they so unhappy and guilt ~ ridden in their person-
al lives, so obsessed with mean ambitions and the desire to amass
more and more material possessions? Can anything be right with the
rat — race? Haven’t the old lost touch with all that is important in
life?

These are not questions the older generation can shrug off lightly.
Their record over the past forty years or so hasn’t been exactly spot-
less. Traditionally, the young have turned to their elders for guid-
ance. Today, the situation might be reversed. The old—if they are
prepared to admit it—could learn a thing or two from their children.
One of the biggest lessons they could leam is that enjoyment is not
“sinful”. Enjoyment is a principle one could apply to all aspects of
life. It is surely not wrong to enjoy your work and enjoy your leisure;
to shed restricting inhibitions. It is surely not wrong to live in the
present rather than in the past or future. This emphasis on the present
is only to be expected because the young have grown up under the
shadow of the bomb: the constant threat of complete annihilation. This
is their glorious heritage. Can we be surprised that they should so of-
ten question the sanity of the generation that bequeathed it?
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Notes

1. convict haircut
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2. These are not questions the older generation can shrug off lightly.
[ 253 ) BE R HRABXFERLHAE,
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Exercises

Part I

Direction: Answer the following questions, choose the right choice.

1. Which of the following features in the young is NOT mentioned?
A. Better educated.

o4
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B. More money and freedom.
C. Independence.
D. Hard work.
2. What so the young reject most?
A. Values.
B. The assumption of the elders.
C. Conformity.
D. Conventional ideas.
3. Why do the young stress on the present?
A. They have grown up under the shadow of the bomb.
B. They dislike the past.
C. They think the present world is the best.
D. They are afraid of destruction.
4., What can the old learn from the young generation?
A. Enjoyment is not sinful.
B. People should have more leisure time.
C. Men might enjoy life.
D. One should enjoy one’ s work.

Part II. Cloze

Computers have been taught to act and speak, but the problem is
howto 1 them to lislen—to understand spoken words. _ 2
speech recognition systems have been used by workers who need to en-

ter data into a computer while their hands and eyes are otherwise

3 .

The recognition of a limited vocabulary of single words from a
single speaker is 4  much a solved problem. Some systems, how-

5.
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ever, have trouble _ 5  the noise of crumpling paper from the sound
of ahuman 6 .

Independent systems 7  recognize the same word _ 8  spo-
ken by many different people can be built by sampling how several
people say the same words _ 9  storing several patterns for each
word. But the chances for error are greater and vocabulary must usual-
lybe 10 . Even more difficult is continuous speech. People
__ 11 running words together and even changing some sounds when
they speak, so the computer __ 12 knows when one word ends and
another starts, 13 the process much more difficult. It was repor-
ted that it 14  an hour on the largest computer in __ 15 use to
recognize one second of continuous speech.

Some _ 16 _ have been made to improve continuous speech rec-
ognition _ 17 giving the computer some rules of grammar to restrict
which words can __18  which other words. A device has been devel-
oped that has 5000 — word vocabulary but requires the speaker to
__ 19 between words.

These devices. However crude at the moment will represent the

20  applications of what is considered a promising but extremely
difficult technology.

1. A. build B. make
C. get D. develop
2. A. Sofar B. By far
C. So few D. So much
3. A. used B. occupied
C. employed D. applied
.6 -



Unit 1

10.

11.

12.

13,

14.

15.

16.

17.

CFPOoPORPOR0>0 PR

POoOPORPORPORPOROP O R

pretty

rarely

separating

distinguishing

noise

voice

also could

which could

as

when

but

while
expanded
lowered
would be
feel like
certainly
hardly
to make
that makes
devoted
used
current
recent
ideas
attempts

in

PORPWORORYRODRORNORO@YRO®O WO

prettily
hardly

to separating
to distinguish
word
sentence
also can
that can

as to be
when being
and

or

enlarged
restricted
used to

are used to
often

never
making
this makes
spent

took
modern
different

considerations

. Imeasures

for



it RS IE iR

18.

19.

20.

C. by D. about
A. follow B. combine
C. join D. mix

A. stop B. pause
C. identify D. choose
A. initial B. final

C. advanced D. easy

Part ITI. Translation
Direction ; Complete the sentences by translating into English, the Chi-

nese given in brackets,

1.

Perhaps you can recall individuals who, as you grew like them,

became more attractive,

BRI BE h REIR A BB T).

. Walking into the room, I saw grandpa sitting at the desk,

(MRETMEE ML) -

(ZETE, &
##& ), I made my way to the car parked in front of the store.

. Let us test the temperature of a basin of water

(BARFEEAEKT).

. A sentence, (#

BRI —F4EPR4S) , expresses the idea of some state of af-
fairs, real or imagined. '
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Text B

Women and Fashions

Whenever you see an old film, even one made as little as ten
years ago, you cannot help being struck by the appearance of the
women taking part. Their hair — styles and make — up look dated;
their skirts look either too long or too short; their general appearance
is, in fact, slightly ludicrous. The men taking part in the film, on the
other hand, are clearly recognizable. There is nothing about their ap-
pearance to suggest that they belong to an entirely different age.

This illusion is created by changing fashions. Over the year, the
great majority of men have successfully resisted all attempts to make
them change their style of dress. The same cannot be said for women.
Each year a few so ~ called top designers in Paris or London lay down
the law and women the whole world over rush to obey. The decrees of
the designers are unpredictable and dictatorial. This year, they decide
in their arbitrary fashion, skirts will be short and waists will be high;
zips are in and buttons are out. Next year the law is reversed and far
from taking exception, no one is even mildly surprised.

If women are mercilessly exploited year after year, they have only
themselves to blame. Because they shudder at the thought of being
seen in public in clothes that are out of fashion, they are annually
black — mailed by the designers and the big stores. Clothes, which
have been worn, only a few times have to be discarded because of the
dictates of fashion. When you come to think of it, only a women is ca-
pable of standing in front of a wardrobe packed full of clothes and an-

19



