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Foreword

Ancient architecture of Huizhou is a unique treasure of Chinese Architectural
Culture. In order to explore and study ancient architecture of Huizhou sys-
tematically, and to make contributions to the modernization of China, our de-
partment are planning to publish in joint efforts a series of books of “Ancient
Architecture of Huizhou” . With the assistance of “Open Teaching System”,
we’ll organize a group of senior students every year for on —the - site survey-
ing and measuring. Then experts and teachers will do research on and make
representation of these first hand material, and give a clarifying explanation of
it in theory. Our theory intention is to systematically introduce the treasure of
ancient architecture of Huizhou to experts concerned and all the readers with
interest through the exploration of the unique historic material and connecting
different single instances, Which were based on the form of living with the clan
as a center.

Therefore, it consists of three meanings: first, as systematic organization and
recognition of unique heritage of Chinese architectural culture; second, on this
basis, trying to improve and reuse it and put new life into it; third, by means of
the survey on the site, our students could get a chance to absorb nutrition from
Chinese architectural culture, help to develop their capacity for architectural
research and to awake a love for our country. The work has been carried out
with the help of The Relics Preservation Administration of Shexian County from
the beginning to the end. We also got strong support from our chief leader and
the Department of Scientific Research of the University, active meaningful
support is given us from Mr Yan Longyu, editor of Southeast University Press.
Warmest acknowledgements are given to those experts, scholars and friends
who gave mych concern ovér and advice on our work.

We hope the series of books could get appreciation from all the friends who are
interested in ancient architecture of Huizhou.

Prof. Guoliang Wang

Dean, Department of Achitecture
Southeast University, Nanjing
Dec. 1992 -
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Architecture is a kind of subject emphasizing much on practice. The architec-
ture theory is not very profoud. It is extracted from practice, and it, in turn,
guides the practice of architecture, so it can be easily understood and ac-
cepted by people. It should be noted, practice is both the starting point and
the last destination of architecture theory. What’s more, architecture is a kind
of products serving the material and spiritual life of people. To study the ar-
chitecture
people, study their requirements, their likes, their relations and related ways

(including county, village, garden etc. ), we should first study

of action. Apart from people, to study the architecture through itself or to study
and analyze the architecture in mechanical way, we can only get superficial or
even tortured results.

Through the description of Tangyue, a village in southern Anhui province and
by typical examples, the book written by Mr. Gong Kai, Ms. Chen Wei, Mr.
Ding Hongwei and Shan Yong reveals its general features, thus allowing
readers to get a detailed and deep understanding of the contents and forma-
tions of a traditional village. This is scientific in methodology and epistemolo-
gy. The book extends its study to the development of Tangyue and induces
the features of building famous village, by tracing back the main subject of the
village, that is, the ups and downs, the social participation and the moral
principles of the Bao clan. This is really a study of architectural cultrue.

Huizhou is one of those areas where a number of undamaged old houses and
village had been left behind. Since Prof. Dunzheng Liu first introduced in 1953
and the book entitled “Housing of Huizhou in Ming Dynasty” by Prof. Zhang
Zhongyi was published in 1957, scholars at home and abroad have been
consistently going to Huizhou to face a study of it. In the late 1980’s, Mr.
Zhang Shiging and Dong Wei investigated the village of Huizhou and wrote

Preface

such articles as Primary Study of Huizhou Traditional Village etc.. But gen-
erally speaking, few books were devoted to the systematical introduction of
houses and village of Huizhou. The publication of this book will make it up, |

believe.

As compared with the houses and the small town on another famous village
site—Dongshan and Xishan at Suzhou, the traces of Huizhou area are large in
number and rich in content. As for Huizhou, owing to its poor location in
mountaipous area and its inconvenient transportation to outside world, it had a
very strong closed culture and obvious expansion of individual character. Up to
now, we can still sense the major role played by the clan in the development of
the village, or we can feel the influence of prosperous culture geomancy and
handicrafts on the architecture. Today when we see groups of memorial
archways and ancestral hall, elaborated scenic spots “water gate”, “Four
pieces of scenery”, “Eight pieces of scenery”, “12 pieces of scenery”, we
can’t help praising that the village is indeed the carrier of traditional culture and
its significance and value are not only limited to architecture and program.

It is our hope that this book will be the first volume of a series of books spe-
cializing in the houses and village of Huizhou. It is also our hope that the book
will inject something new into the architectural study.

Prof. Guxi Pan at Lan Yuan
Nov. 1992
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Tangyue village is situated 15 li southwest of the city of Shexian. With the
densely pine forests of Longshan Mountain—an outlier of Longshan Moun-
tain—to its north and the fertile Huizhou basin on its south, the Fengle River
flows down from Huangshan through the village from west to east. With Puting
Mountain serving as a screen in the distance, Tangyue’s location is regarded
as ideal from the point of view of Fengshui: “hills behind, wrapped by water,
and screened in front.” As early as the Ming Dynasty, the village was
renowned for its beautiful scenery that was expressed in four “scenes”: “Fugu
Rainbow Bridge”, “Lingyi Clear Spring”, “Moonlighted Hengtang” and “A
Sunny Day after Snow in Longshan ”. Even today at the entrance of the vil-
lage, one can see seven great memorial gateways from different periods.that
are unmatched among Huizhou villages in their magnificence. Together with
the clan halls and dwellings within the village, they constitute the three
matchless aspects of Huizhou architecture.

The formation of Tangyue as a settlement can be dated back to about 1130 AD
during the Song Dynasty. At that time Bao Rong, famous for his literary talent,
lived by the west gate of Huizhou Fu (today’s Shexian city) . Although not a
prominent officeholder, he was able to expand his estate all his life in Xixiang
and gradually came to form a large household. He thought that Tangyue would
be an ideal place to construct a garden for his own relaxation and therefore
built a villa there. Thereafter, the Bao clan in Tangyue has honored him as
their principal ancestor.

There are no clear records of the origin of the peculiar name “Tangyue” for the
village. Genealogical records include a Yuan period poem with “Tang” as a
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character which can be referenced to the Book of Songs as a kind of birchleaf
pear tree. “Yue” possibly means “in the shadow of trees ”. It is possible that
this beautiful name can be related to the original building of the garden with its
substantial shade beneath the trees.

The village still contains the grave of the first Bao ancestor with an inscribed
stone lintel made of red sandstone above it. The mausoleum is where the Bao
villa once stood and to its east is the Zhangshu Garden. The garden took the
name “holding books” to represent Bao Rong having been a kind of literary
office holder. Bao Rong’s wife died first and was buried to the left of the villa
while Bao Rong was buried along the banks of Xisha Stream on the west of the
village. Villagers refer to the burial sites as “the graves of Confucian scholars”
and this place marks the first building in Tangyue village.

After Bao Rong’s death, Tangyue was still only comprised of the single Bao
family villa. It had no other houses until Bao Rong’s great grandson Bao Jumei
realized that “the beauty of the mountains and rivers and the abundant re-
sources of the plain were excellent for him to establish his business for the
good of later generations, ” according to early records. He then moved with his
family from the west gate area of the town to Tangyue. For more than 800
years to the present, Tangyue’s physical form has reflected the accumulated
ups and downs of the Bao clan.

During the transition period from the Song Dynasty to the Yuan Dynasty, Bao’s
8th grandson Bao Zongyan and his son Bao Shousun hid themselves in the

Longshan Mountain to escape bandits and disorder. After the father was
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eventually captured by the bandits, his son, who had hidden in the grass,
came out boldly and asked them to kill himself instead of his father. However,
the father Bao Zongyan insisted that he be killed instead of his son. As each
stuck to his own sacrificial position, it is said that the bandits were so moved
by this that they released both the father and the son. The story was a typical
example of feudal ethics: love on the father's part and filial obedience on the
son’s part. According to the Confucian point of view elaborated in the “Three
bonds and five cardinal virtues, ” filial obedience on the son’s part was the
most important virtue. The story doubtlessly had didactic value and thus was
included later in “filial piety” sections of “The Song Dynastic History”, “The
Ming Dynastic History” and the Qing period “Imperial Encyclopedia” . The
story spread far and wide and Tangyue was acclaimed for its “filial devotion. ”
In the Yuan Dynasty between 1341 and 1368, Bao Yuankang built the Com-
passionate Filiality Hall [Cixiao Tang] on the top of the Longshan Mountain to
honor the father and the son, and it was here that the story was inscribed.
This multi-jin hall was very much like an ancestral hall and was the first to be
built in Tangyue; it was not until the end of the Qing period that it fell into
disuse.

During the Yuan Dynasty, most houses in Tangyue were built around the tomb
of the principal ancestor. One can still discern the Loving Filialty Gate resi-
dence to the west of the tomb, the Zhuangyuan Scholar Memorial Archway on
the northeast corner of the Zhangshu Garden, and the Xichou Academy on the
east.

During the transition period from the Yuan to the Ming Dynasty, villagers cre-
ated an extensive water network throughout Tangyue. Originally the water
supply for Tangyue stemmed from the Lingshan Mountain and divided into two
branches. One water source came from the Huaitang Pond on Dongshan
Mountain, passing along the north of the village before pouring into Henglu
Pond, while the other flowed from the Lingshan Mountain to the Xisha Stream.
Together they constituted the main water sources for Tangyue village. During
the Yuan Dynasty, Bao Boyuan led the clan to build a dam, the Damu [“First
Mother”] Dam in order to cut the flow 5 li away from the Lingshan Mountain so
as to irrigate more than 600 mu of land. This ensured stable yields in Tangyue
in spite of drought or excessive rainfall. The water was also led into the vil-
lage. Around the south of the village the water flowed like a belt. Around the
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east the two streams converged near the Congbu Pavilion and flowed to the
mouth of the Qixingdun embankment. Since the Damu Dam played an im-
portant role in the development of the village, it was rebuilt during winter of
1420 into the spring of 1421. Subsequently, a series of ponds were dug to
better control the water. The main projects included the Xiaomu [“Second
Mother”] Dam and the Degong Pond northwest of the village. Ponds were all
built of rectangular slab stones and were all relatively extensive in scale. There
was also a west-to-east underground water course in the village under the
main street. Altogether there were three west-to-east water courses passing
through Tangyue, clearly sufficient to meet the daily requirements of village
residents.

Based on the requirements of Fengshui, a shuikou or “watergate” was con-
structed at an auspicious location southeast of the village. In order to enhance
the concentration of qi by controlling the flow of water, seven high soil dams
were built beside the shuikou and were called the Seven Stars [Qixingdun] .
High trees were planted on the dams to block the wind and retain water; these
features can still be seen today. At the end of the dams was the terminus of
the village’s water system. A bridge was built over the water, upon which once
stood the Yishan Pavilion. This group of architectural features around the
shuikou has come to form an enchanting marker of the village of Tangyue.

The Ming Dynasty was an important period in the development of Huizhou.
After the middle of the Ming Dynasty, merchants from Huizhou prospered and
became China’s largest “confederation” of merchants. Many rich merchants
bought land and built residences in their home villages. At the same time,
culture and education flourished as well. Lixue, a Confucian school of idealist
philosophy, attained its golden age and study halls were erected everywhere.
As the power of clans strengthened, a large number of ancestral halls were
built. In short, this was a period in which the Huizhou area saw an extraordi-
nary level of building construction, spilling over as well to Tangyue village. In
addition, a Tangyue resident called Bao Xiangxian was appointed as minister
in the Ministry of Works from 1529 to 1578. These social, political, and eco-
nomic factors propelled Tangyue forward leading to a high tide of construction
during the mid-to-late Ming Dynasty.

Bao Xiangxian, born in 1506 and died in 1578, was the 16th generation



grandson of the first ancestor. His father Bao Guangzu was a prominent official
and Bao Xiangxian was his third son. In 1529, Bao Xiangxian passed the
highest imperial examinations, attaining the jinshi degree. He successively
held the posts in the Ministry of Revenue, as well as the in the Ministry of
War. He was well-versed in polite letters and martial arts. He had suppressed
a rebellion in the south so he was thought of as a pillar of Jiajing period and his
biography was included in the “History of the Ming Dynasty”. However, it was
said that, since he was upright by nature and offended influential officials who
had him dismissed from office, he returned to live in hi§ hometown. Subse-
quently, he was called back to an official position, becoming the Minister.of
Works and died in that post. His grandfather Bao Can and his father Bao
Guangzu were both conferred a posthumous degree in the Ministry of War.
Because of his achievements during his official career, he had high prestige in
the clan and became the first ancestor in the ancestral hall of the Xuanzhong
branch clan. Construction throughout this period in Tangyue clearly reflected
his influence.

During this period, Tangyue was rather large. The village had an east-to-west
main street called Front Street [Qianjie] which was paved with stone slabs.
Bao Xiangxian’s residence—the Xuanzhong Tang was located on the north of
Front Street at the center of the village, and faced south. With the permission
of the emperor and against sumptuary regulations, his residence was 5 bays
wide. A horizontal inscribed board was hung under the eaves with two char-
acters xuanzhong [“proclaiming loyalty”] . In front of the gate stood a pair of
flagpoles. Inside the residence there were five rows of horizontal structures.
The residence represented the finest architecture in the village. Behind the
residence was an open ground called “Rear Level Space” [houtan]. After Bao
Xiangxian’s death the residence became an ancestral hall, with its front part
serving as a family altar for worshipping Bao Xiangxian and his grandfather
Bao Can; in addition it came to serve as a place to handle contradictions a-
mong the Bao clansmen. The back part of the dwelling continued to serve as a
residence for Bao descendants. In order to memorize Bao Xiangxian, the
Shangshu [Respect Learning] Memorial Archway was built at the east end of
the main road. Opposite the Xuanzhong Hall on the opposite side of the street
was the Chengxiao Hall, the residence of Bao Xiangxian's grandfather Bao
Can. Bao Can was a famous dutiful son in his time, who, it is said, once
sucked pus from his mother’s ulcer. His residence was also changed to an
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ancestral hall, and a large three-bay Xiaozi [Filial Son] Memorial Archway was
built at the eastern end of the village. At the west end of the village was the
tomb of Bao Xiangxian’s father, beside which was another memorial archway.
The residences and memorial archways of three generations of Bao were
prominent architectural markers in Tangyue village during this period.

According to historical records, non-government temples were permitted to be
built during the Ming Dynasty after 1522. When Bao Xiangxian retired and
went back to his home town, he built Wan Sigong Ancestral Hall (later Dunben
Hall) asan ancestral hall for all branches of the Bao clan to worship their an-
cestors, perform rites, and hold clan reunions. The form of the original an-
cestral hall was quite similar to the existing one that was actually rebuilt during
the Qing Dynasty. The hall was divided into an entrance hall with three prin-
cipal columns and a main hall with five principal columns. These forms inex-
orably reflect the strength of the patriarchal clan system at that time.

By the end of the Ming Dynasty, the houses at the entrance to the Tangyue

village had already taken their fundamental dimensions. Between 1368 and
1435, Daheshe, an Altar for the God of the Earth, was moved to the east of
the village; today this location is the site for Tangyue’s primary school. Within
Daheshe there was an altar with walls enclosing it for worshipping the deity of
agriculture. Beside the she at the eastern entry to Front Street there was a
broad empty space called Shewutan, a square for opera performances after
the spring and fall periodic offerings to the gods. North of Daheshe was a
grove of old cypress trees.

At the beginning of the Ming Dynasty when the Emperor Yongle was so deeply
affected by the story of the father and the son striving to die.for each other, he
wrote two poems about love and filial obedience. He ordered the erection a
pavilion on the Longshan Mountain that was to include within it upright stone
tablets with his poems inscribed on them. ' In addition, he proclaimed Tangyue
“the Land of Love and Filiality” and had a ceremonial archway built to
strengthen the atmosphere of filial devotion of Tangyue. During the reign of the
Emperor Longqing (1567 —1562), the Congbu Pavilion was built at the village
entrance as a roadside pavilion marking the turn in the path from Zhengcun
village into Tangyue. Afterwards to the southeast of Shangshu Memorial
Archway, the Shangshu Ancestral Hall was built (during the Qing Dynasty, it




