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Foreword

Shi Meiding
Deputy Director, Shanghai Municipal Archives

The Shanghai Municipal Archives, with a collection of over two million volumes of archival
materials, is a cultural institution that serves people from all walks of life. For many years, it has
devoted its efforts to developing the collection, and now offers its rich archival resources to society
in order to promote economic and cultural advancement. Particularly since China adopted a
policy of reformation and opening, this has especially been the case. In accordance with our
country’s Archival Repository Code (1987), the Shanghai Municipal Archives led the nation in
opening 100,000 volumes of source documents. Since then, neady 800,000 volumes of
documents have been gradually released, providing convenient service to users home and abroad.

In the mid—1980’s, the Shanghai Municipal Archives began its efforts to compile catalogues
of holdings in specific subject areas, such as educational information, statistics, and other
comprehensive materials dating from the Republican era, which are research instruments of great
practical value for scholars. In the mid—1990’s, the Archives for the first time collaborated with the
Chung Chi College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and compiled a subject catalogue
of over 5,000 entries containing archival materials of four Christian universities: Soochow
Unuversity, St. John’s University, University of Shanghai and Aurora University. The conipilation
of catalogues on special subjects for public use is one of the core services that comprehensive
national archives provide. Meticulous cataloging is a  “labor intensive” task, demanding a large
amount of man—hours to produce, and yet may receive little attention from the general public
except for those users who benefit directly. However, the advantages and convenience are
obvious for search and retrieval of archival materials and for subsequent topical expansion and
access development. Following the ideal of better service and easier access to users, the Shanghai



Municipal Archives are determined to learn from fellow archivists worldwide, and have been
actively exploring ways to compile specific, subject—oriented search tools. As a result, when Dr.
Edward J. Malatesta, then Director of the Ricci Institute for Chinese—Western Cultural History
of the University of San Francisco, expressed his desire a few years ago to collaborate with the
Shanghai Municipal Archives and jointly compile a catalogue of archival matenials of church
organizations, we

Sincerely yours,were delighted to begin our friendly cooperation.

Dr. Malatesta was a person who devoted his life to Chinese—Western cultural exchange. For
the vocation he deeply loved, he would come to Shanghai several times a year. On each visit he
would spend time with Mr. Ma Changlin of the Shanghai Municipal Archives, discussing and
planning for a joint publication of this catalogue. Tragically, due to this heavy workload during his
travels, he died of a heart attack in Hong Kong in early 1998. After his death, Dr. Wu Xiaoxain
took charge of the work of the Ricci Institute for Chinese—Western Cultural History. After
careful considérgén and a series of discussions, both sides decided to resume the project.

The Ricci Institute for Chinese—Western Cultural History of the University of San
Francisco was established to promoting research on the history of Chinese—Westemn cultural
exchange. In recent years, in order to advance research in this field, the Institute has strengthened
communication and exchange with scholars from all over the world, particularly those in higher
educational, research, and cultural institutions in China. It is one of the plans of the Institute to
develop catalogues of materials and publications from religious organizations in China so as to
better serve the needs of users requiring research and archival materials retrieval. This, obviously, is
in complete-agreement with the desire of the Shanghai Municipal Archives to open itself to the
public and to compile various types of usefull, subject—oriented search tools.

Presentdy, research on cultural transmission and the history of cultural exchange are well
under way, and both Chinese and foreign scholars are furthering their studies in this area. Yet
research is inconvenient in that many materials are scattered and difficult to locate. Therefore, it is
profoundly significant that both the Shanghai Municipal Archives and the Ricci Institute for
Chinese—Western Cultural History of the University of San Francisco have jointly compiled this
particular catalogue as an improved bibliographic tool and an aid to promoting research in this area,
This catalogue includes information “about the collection of the 3,785 volumes of valuable



publications and materials by religious organizations. Both its deep content and extensive subject
indices reflect the depth and breadth of the origins, development, and influence of Western
culture in eady modem China, viewed through the dissemination of Christianity and as a
reflection of a cultural phenomenon, which consequenty contains great research value. Entries in
the catalogue are compiled according to accepted intemational archival catalogue standards,
providing important information on the contents of the collection. Meanwhile, the catalogue is
also supplemented by indices. The uniqueness of the contents and structure of the catalogue are of
great importance in terms of its value in scholarship and usage. To a certain extent the completion
of this catalogue represents one of our early attempts to offer a new model in creating archival
finding aids. Because of that, there were obviously numerous obstacles during the work process.
However, with close collaboration between the staff of both institutions, those problems have
been systematically resolved. I would like to extend special acknowledgement to Ms. Yang Hong
and Ms. Xu Xinhua who, with their most conscientious efforts, have shouldered the detailed
work of the compilation of this catalogue. My gratitude also goes to Mr. Mark Mir of the Ricci
Institute for Chinese—Western Cultural History of the University of San Francisco for his
technical suppert, and to Mr. Liu Jiafeng for his assistance. And finally, we are very grateful for the
financial support of the Henry Luce Foundation for this joint project, which enabled us to publish
this catalogue.

Economic and cultural development has been taking place rapidly in Shanghai today, leading
it to become an open, metropolitan, indeed, international city. As an important cultural institution
within this city, the Shanghai Municipal Archives is devoting itself to achieving the goals discussed
above through creative efforts in the development of archival information. At the same time, by
working collaboratively with colleagues at home and abroad, the quality of our work and service
will be brought to a higher level. During this entire process, we feel certain that the Shanghai
Municipal Archives will be able to develop closer and more extensive collaborative efforts, so as to
provide people with better service nationally and internationally.
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