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[Microphone check, delivered before Speaking section directions.]
Adjusting the Microphone

In order to adjust your microphone volume, please answer the practice question
below, using your normal voice tone and volume. The microphone volume will be

automatically adjusted as you speak.

Begin speaking after the beep. Continue speaking until a message appears.

“Describe the city you live in.”

Speaking Section Directions

In this section of the test, you will be able to demonstrate your ability to speak about
a variety of topics. You will answer six questions by speaking into the microphone.

Answer each of the questions as completely as possible.

In questions one and two, you will speak about familiar topics. Your response will be

scored on your ability to speak clearly and coherently about the topics.
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In questions three and four, you will first read a short text. The text will go away and
you will then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about
what you have read and heard. You will need to combine appropriate information from
the test and the talk to provide a complete answer to the question. Your response will be
scored on your ability to speak clearly and coherently and on your ability to accurately
convey information about what you read and heard.

In questions five and six, you will listen to part of a conversation or a lecture. You
will then be asked a question about what you heard. Your response will be scored on
your ability to speak clearly and coherently and on your ability to accurately convey
information about what you heard.

You may take notes while you read and while you listen to the conversations and

lectures. You may use your notes to help prepare your response.

Listen carefully to the directions for each question. The directions will not be written

on the screen.

For each question you will be given a short time to prepare your response. A clock
will show how much preparation time is remaining. When the preparation time is up,
you will be told to begin your response. A clock will show how much response time is

remaining. A message will appear on the screen when the response time has ended.

Please Listen Carefully

Narrator

Describe a class you have taken in school and explain why the class was important to



you. Include details and examples to support your explanation.
Please begin speaking after the beep.

[2 secs beep]

[Appearing on screen]

1. Describe a class you have taken in school and explain why the class was important

to you. Include details and examples to support your explanation.

Preparation time: 15 seconds

Response time: 45 seconds

Please Listen Carefully

Narrator

You may begin to prepare your response after the beep.
[2 secs beep]

Narrator

Some universities require first-year students to live in dormitories on campus. Others
allow students to live off campus. Which policy do you think is better for first-year
students and why? Include details and examples in your explanation.



OOO FIEENIEES K «

Please begin speaking after the beep.
[2 secs beep]

[Appearing on screen]

2. Some universities require first-year students to live in dormitories on campus.
Others allow students to live off campus. Which policy do you think is better for

first-year students and why? Include details and examples in your explanation.

Preparation time: 15 seconds

Response time: 45 seconds

Please Listen Carefully

Narrator

You may begin to prepare your response after the beep.
[2 secs beep]

Narrator

City University is planning to increase tuition and fees. Read the announcement about
the increase from the president of City University. You will have 45 seconds to read the

announcement. Begin reading now.

Reading Time: 45 seconds

-
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Announcement from the President

The university has decided to increase tuition and fees for all students by approximately
8 percent next semester. For the past 5 years, the tuition and fees have remained the
same, but it is necessary to increase them now for several reasons. The university
has many more students than we had five years ago, and we must hire additional
professors to teach these students. We have also made a new commitment to research
and technology, and will be renovating and upgrading our laboratory facilities to better
meet our students’ needs.

Narrator
Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.

[2 seconds)

Student A

Oh great, now we have to come up with more money for next semester.

Student B

Yeah, I know, but I can see why. When I first started here, classes were so much smaller
than they are now. With this many students, it’s hard to get the personal attention you

need...

Student A

Yeah, I guess you’re right. You know, in some classes I can’t even get a seat. And I

couldn’t take the math course I wanted to because it was already full when I signed up.
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Student B

And the other thing is, well, I am kind of worried about not being able to get a job after
I graduate.

Student A
Why? I mean you’re doing really well in your classes, aren’t you?
Student B

I'm doing ok, but the facilities here are so limited. There are some great new
experiments in microbiology that we can’t even do here... there isn’t enough equipment
in the laboratories, and the equipment they have is out of date. How am I going to
compete for jobs with people who have practical research experience? I think the extra

tuition will be a good investment.
[2 seconds]

Narrator

The woman expresses her opinion of the announcement made by the university

president. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Please begin speaking after the beep.

[2 secs beep]

} Now get ready to answer
I the question.

[Appearing on screen]

3. The woman expresses her opinion of the announcement made by the university

president. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds

Response time: 60 seconds



Narrator

Please Listen Carefully

Narrator
You may begin to prepare your response after the beep.

[2 secs beep]

Narrator

Now read the passage about animal domestication. You have 45 seconds to read the

passage. Begin reading now.

Reading Time: 45 seconds

Animal Domestication

For thousands of years, humans have been able to domesticate, or tame, many large
mammals that in the wild live together in herds. Once tamed, these mammals are
used for agricultural work and transportation. Yet some herd mammals are not easily

domesticated.

A good indicator of an animal’s suitability for domestication is how protective the
animal is of its territory. Non-territorial animals are more easily domesticated than
territorial animals because they can live close together with animals from other herds.

A second indicator is that animals with a hierarchical social structure, in which herd
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members follow a leader, are easy to domesticate, since a human can function as the
“leader”.

Narrator

Now listen to part of a lecture on this topic in an ecology class.

[2 seconds]

Professor

So we’ve been discussing the suitability of animals for domestication... particularly
animals that live together in herds. Now, if we take horses, for example... in the wild,
horses live in herds that consist of one male and several females and their young.
When a herd moves, the dominant male leads, with the dominant female and her
young immediately behind him. The dominant female and her young are then followed
immediately by the second most important female and her young, and so on. This
is why domesticated horses can be harnessed one after the other in a row. They’re
“programmed” to follow the lead of another horse. On top of that, yoil often find
different herds of horses in the wild occupying overlapping areas-they don’t fight off
other herds that enter the same territory.

But it’s exactly the opposite with an animal like the uh, the antelope... which... well,
antelopes are herd animals too. But unlike horses, a male antelope will fight fiercely to
prevent another male from entering its territory during the breeding season, ok — very
different from the behavior of horses. Try keeping a couple of male antelopes together
in a small space and see what happens. Also, antelopes don’t have a social hierarchy —

they don’t instinctively follow any leader. That makes it harder for humans to control

»35:
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their behavior.
[2 seconds]
Narrator

The professor describes the behavior of horses and antelope in herds. Explain how their
behavior is related to their suitability for domestication.

Please begin speaking after the beep.

[2 secs beep]

Now get ready to answer
the question.

[Appearing on screen)

4. The professor describes the behavior of horses and antelope in herds. Explain how
their behavior is related to their suitability for domestication.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
Narrator

Please Listen Carefully




