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Preface

The vigorous land of Shanghai is located at where the Yangtze River and
Taihu Lake flow to the sea. To the east, it’s the estuary of surging Yangtze
River, to the south, it’s onrushing Hangzhou Bay, and in the center, it’s
Huangpu River crossing through. Between heaven and earth, there is plenty of
water. Water flows are everywhere of the abundant earth, sometimes vast and
mighty, or sometimes wriggling. The water that bears the boat is the same that
swallows it up. Since ancient time, although Shanghai is granted rich water and
fertile land, its people also suffer much from flood, waterlogging, and
draught. The development of Shanghai is benefited from and replied on water,
but impaired and limited by water too. A history of deriving benefits while miti-
gating damages in water conservancy construction is in company with the histo-
ry of economic and social development of Shanghai. As an emerging city,
Shanghai is formed and flourished all because of water. No matter the southern
Chinese riverside town with beautiful scenery of yesterday, the flourishing e-
merging city of today, or the modern metropolitan of tomorrow, and no matter
material wealth or spiritual wealth, shall all depend on the water of Shanghai.
Entering into the 21% century, in the light of strategical steps of State Depart-
ment, Shanghai is shouldering the important historical mission of pushing for-
ward “four priorities”, speeding up the construction of Government, Shanghai
Society of Hydraulic Engineering and Shanghai Water Reclamation Trade Asso-
ciation organized two symposiums on May 14, 2009 and June 4, 2009 respec-
tively, inviting many experts and scholars from the Society and the Associa-
tion, and universities and colleges in the fields of water conservancy, water u-
tilities, flood — proof, environment protection, biology, afforestation, and man-

agement, with the purpose to study the effective ways to ensure water safety



and construct beautiful water environment during the Expo period. Paying
great attention to the Expo, with a high sense of mission to push forward “four
priorities” and construct “four centers” and a modern metropolis, after serious
analyzing, studying, and preparing, participating experts and scholars raised
many pertinent and operable measures and suggestions in terms of scientific
management, policy strengthening, learning from Beijing, target setting, re-
sponsibility ascertaining, team training, competition organization, efficiency
enhancmg, reasonable regulation, ecological restoration, education populariza-
tion, preplan making, disaster relief in emergency, and expert tank construc-
tion.

In these two symposiums, the articles addressed by the experts and scholars are
with clear thinking and sharp view, and put forward measures and suggestions
for ensuring water safety and constructing beautiful water environment by in-
tegrating theory with practice. Such measures and suggestions imply new
breakthroughs in the depth of study, width of thinking, and strength of prac-
tice in terms of combination of practice and theory, and construction and man-
agement. Such pertinent and operable measures and suggestions shall not only
have instant practical significance for the building of water environment and wa-
ter safety during Expo period, but also reflect high academic standards, which
shall offer long — term directions for future construction of water safety and wa-
ter environment. Through these two symposiums, we have witnessed great
contribution and important role of experts, scholars, scientists, and technicians
in the fields of water conservancy, water drainage, flood proof, and biological
study, as well as their magnificent working style of earnest research, active ex~
ploration, diligent thinking, and bold practice.

Let us, hand in hand, contribute more for ensuring water safety and construc-

ting better water environment during Expo period.

Wang Songnian
President of Shanghai Society of Hydraulic Engineering &

President o f Shanghai Water Reclamation Trade Association

June 22, 2009
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