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Preface

We are delighted by the publication of Heavenly Beauty by Mr. Li Changshun,
Vice President of the China Association for International Friendly Contact (CAIFC).
Focusing on the cacti as its subject matter, the book uses artistic photography to

unfold a magnificent scroll of a dreamland.

In the universe of plants, the cacti and other succulents form a large family. The
cacti alone amount to over 2,000 species, including giants soaring as high as dozens
of meters and champions of longevity lasting several hundred years. The succulents
are even more numerous, reaching tens of thousands. In their expansive habitats
across the American and African continents, these plants have adapted to their com-
plex and harsh environment by developing a rare capability for water conservancy to
combat drought and extreme heat. They are not only delightful to the eye, but are

also valued as delicacies, medicines as well as magical air purifiers.

Deep in love with the cacti and other succulents, the author started collecting and
growing such plants in the 1970s with a passion that was to intensify with the pas-
sage of time. Such decades-long devotion to a healthy and refined hobby has not
only enriched the author's life and uplifted his spirit, but also resulted in a collection
of hundreds of rarities unrivaled in the country. The rotation of the seasons has time
and again coaxed exotic buds and petals from the plants' otherwise plain stems, ex-
citing moments to be captured by the author's camera. A fleeting beauty has thus

congealed into an aesthetic eternity. The images bring joy to the eye, thrill to the




heart, plunging the viewers into an ecstasy mixing gratitude for mother nature's bounty

with awe before the Creator's boundless ingenuity.

Through the pages of Heavenly Beauty, the author ushers us into a fairyland of the
cacti and other succulents. The exotic species from afar dazzle us with their myriad
of shapes, from soaring pillars to sleek plates, some twisting like a dragon, others
undulating like hills. Their prickles resemble swords and spears, staunch and upright.
Their petals offer up a splendid display of shape and color, smooth like silk, shiny
like metals, light like smoke, and thin like a cicada's wings. Some rival peonies in the
imperial gardens; others emit the fragrance of daisies in the hills. They are red like
flames, green like emerald, yellow like amber and white like milk. They look as if
they have come to this world purely for the sake of beauty, and they do not stop until
their beauty is perfect, breathtaking and awe-inspiring. Every bud contains a dream.
Every flower is an ode to life. Their growth brings magic to the deserts and cloaks the
hills with rainbows. They bring richness to life and solace to the heart. They give

inspiration to musicians and poets. They teach us the meaning of value and love.

As we close the book, still under the spell of the author's horticultural achievements,
we cannot help admiring his cultivated mind and refined tastes. And we cannot help
admiring his pursuit of aesthetic perfection, which not only derives poetry from lei-
surely hobbies, but also elevates the readers to a new height of human spirituality
and artistry. We are also grateful to Huayi Press for publishing a masterpiece--an ode
to the green life at a time of heightened ecological awareness, a fresh breeze into our

spiritual home and an oasis in our heart.
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Aricoarpus sp.
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Ariocarpus scapharostrus
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Ariocarpus scapharostrus




B

Astrophytum asterias cv.‘Kikko kabuto’
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Astrophytum ornatum







