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The Talk Show Queen—Oprah Winfrey
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Born in Kosciusko, Mississippi, Oprah Winfrey was
reared by her grandmother on a farm. From age 6 to 13, she
lived in Milwaukee with her mother. After suffering abuse
and molestation, she ran away and was sent to a juvenile
detention home at the age of 13, only to be denied
admission because all the beds were filled. As a last resort,
she was sent to Nashville to live under her father’s strict
discipline. Her father required her to read a book and write a
book report each week. “As strict as he was,” says Oprah,
“he had some concerns about me making the best of my
life.”

(F & ¥ £ Main idea: )

In January 1984, she came to Chicago to hest WLS-
TV’s “AM Chicago” , a faltering local talk show. In less
than a year, she turned “AM Chicago” into the hottest show
in town. The format was soon expanded to one hour, and in
September, 1985, it was renamed “ The Oprah Winfrey
Show”, which became the number one talk show' in less
than a year. She formed her own production company,
HARPO Productions, Inc., in 1986, making Oprah the first
woman in history to own and produce her own talk show.
Today, HARPO is a formidable’ force in film and television
production.

(£ 5 B £ Main idea: oy

Oprah Winfrey was named one of the 100 Most
Influential People of the Z0th Century by Time Magazine,
and in 1998 received a Lifetime Achievement Award from
the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. Her
influence extended to the publishing industry when she
. began an on-air book club. Oprah Book Club
#'gfrz selections became instant bestsellers. When Forbes

magazine published its list of America’s billionaires
=7  for the year 2003, it disclosed that Oprah Winfrey
was the first African-American woman to become a
billionaire.

(¥ 5 B £ Main idea: )
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&= ey Points on the Essay
* EXFER

Main idea 1: Oprah Winfrey had suffered a lot in her early
life and was greatly influenced by her father.

Main idea 2: She founded her own production company.
Main idea 3: As a successful woman, she also gained great
reputation.

The Boasting Traveler

A man who had traveled in foreign lands
boasted (W4 ) very much, on returning to his own
country, of the many wonderful and heroic feats he
had performed in the different places he had visited.
Among other things, he said that when he was at
Rhodes (% 7 5 ) he had leaped (k) to such a
distance that no man of his day could leap anywhere
near him as to that, there were in Rhodes many per-
sons who saw him to do it and whom he could call
as witnesses (Hii#).

One of the bystanders ( % W % ) interrupted
him, saying, “Now, my good man, if this be all true
there is no need of witnesses. Suppose this to be
Rhodes, and leap for us.”
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Arnold Schwarzenegger: New Kids on the Block
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“I came here with absolutely nothing, and California
has given me absolutely everything.”

“America gave me opportunities, and my immigrant
dreams came true,” the Austrian-born Schwarzenegger said.
“I want other people to get the same chances I did, the same
opportunities. And I believe they can. That’s why I believe in
this country, that’s why I believe in this party—and that’s why
I believe in this president.” Describing his life as the embodi-
ment of the American dream’, Arnold Schwarzenegger hailed
his adopted country as “the best hope of democracy”.

(F E R & Main idea: )

The former bodybuilder and action movie star sprin-
kled his speech with tongue-in-cheek references to some of
his movies, for example, saying Bush would “terminate”
terrorism.

(¥ B ¥ £ Main idea: )

Schwarzenegger made note of his own bipartisan’ ap-
peal. His wife is Maria Shriver, a member of the famous
Democratic Kennedy clan. She sat in the president’s box
during her husband’s speech, next to the first President Bush.

Schwarzenegger, whose friendship with the Bush family
dates back to his days as chairman of the President’s Council
on Physical Fitness in the first Bush administration, described
the current president as a man of “inner strength” who has
not been governed by polls in the war in Iraq, nor in the battle
' against terrorism. “That’s why America is safer with George

: W. Bush as president,” Schwarzenegger said.
gC\Zfr' But there’s one key difference: Unless the

2. Constitution is changed, Schwarzenegger, as a nat-
uralized U.S. citizen, is banned from serving as
president.

(F § B % Main idea: )
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Chinese Translation
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