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Passage 1( P FIBE 2008 £ 18X )

The landscape of the Giant’s Causeway, lurking below the gaunt sea wall where the land ends,
must have struck wonder into the hearts of the ancient Irish, who subsequently felt inspired and crea-
ted legends about its builder: the giant Finn McCool. The Causeway Coast has an unparalleled display
of geological formations representing volcanic activity during the Early Tertiary Period some 50 - 60
million years age. Its Tertiary lavas of the Antrim Plateau, covering some 3,800 sq. km, represent the
largest remaining lava plateau in Europe.

The Causeway is a mass of basalt columns packed tightly together. The tops of the columns form
stepping stones that lead from the cliff foot and disappear under the sea. Altogether there are 40,000
of these stone columns, mostly hexagonal, but some are quadrangular, pentagonal, heptagonal and
octagonal. The tallest are about 40 feet high, and the solidified lava in the cliffs is 90 feet thick in
places.

A fine circular walk will take you down to the Giant’ s Causeway, past amphitheatres of stone
columns and formations with fanciful names like the Honeycomb, the Wishing Well, and the Giant’s
Granny, past a wooden staircase to Benbane Head, and back along the cliff-top. Further down the
coast, the stunning Carrick-a-rede rope bridge spans a gaping chasm between the coast and a small is-
land used by fishermen. The eighty-foot drop can be crossed via the swinging bridge—and is not for
the faint-hearted!

The Giant’ s Causeway and Causeway Coast site was inscribed as a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO in 1986. The site is of outstanding universal value and meets the criteria set in the World
Heritage Convention. Namely, it is an outstanding example representing major stages of the earth’ s
history including the record of life significant on-going geological processes in landform develop-
ments, and significant geomorphic and physiographic features; moreover, it also contains superlative
natural phenomena and areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance.

Moyle District Council’s Causeway Visitor Centre is open daiiy all year round and located on
the cliff top 1 km from the site. The Centre is the ideal starting point for walks along the coastal and
cliff-top paths, providing an excellent range of visitor services. A 12-minute audio-visual presenta-
tion, with commentary available in 5 European languages, enables visitors to further explore the ori-
gins of the Giant’ s Causeway through local folklore and scientific theory, and highlights the many
other attractions of the Causeway Coast and Glens of Antrim area.

1. The Giant’ s Causeway was created by .

A. the ancient Irish people B. the giant Finn McCool



C. the volcanic activities D. the drift of lava plateau

2. The basalt columns may have sides.

A . 3,4,5,60r7 B.5,6,7,80r9

C.4,5,6,70r8 D.6,7,8,90r10

3. The last sentence in Paragraph 3 implies that the trip on the swinging bridge is
quite

A. inviting B. intimidating C. eye-opening D. heart-breaking

4. Which of the Giant’ s Causeway’ s features best fits with the criteria set in the World Herit-
age Convention?
A. Its unparalleled display of geological formations
B. its amphitheatres with fancily named stone columns.
. Its largest remaining lava plateau in Europe.
. Its swinging rope bridge between the coast and a little isle.
From the last paragraph, we can infer that this piece of writing is most probably
. a developmental design ‘
. a text on geography
. a record of local folklore
. a tourism advertisement
Which of the following is NOT true of the Giant’ s Causeway?
. It provides visitors grand and breath-taking views.

It is a source of literary inspiration for the ancient Irish.

O W o OwE Vg e

. It serves as an excellent piece of material for scientific research.

o

. It dwarfs many other World Heritage Sites in Europe.

[BEEREBIT)

1.C Z5—BE#R¥ Giant’ s Causeway (& /R 2 E A & W) £ (legends) H ) builder £
the giant Finn McCool , {H3X H ZEUEMAER AR E S, 8 T REF| Causeway Coast FHL T
BERRTHEANTHEREZSE = E#Fit ik UiEs, Tertiary lavas 0% T KM BRAE B KK
BAER, B ERE R Giant’ s Causeway XA 5 FIEBRE RN , drift

2.C S _BtiE% basalt columns f%F 5 J& mostly hexagonal, but some are quadrangular,
pentagonal , heptagonal and octagonal , hexagonal SIIJEH, quadrangular TH3f1JE ), pentagonal
TR, heptagonal LHFEHI, octagonal /\GHTEH],

3.B  Zmj2 % the trip is not for the faint-hearted,, faint-hearted JH{EHT, JH/PR . JE/NEIA
E 15 the trip, L L the trip RIF A, intimidating I8 A B, %5 A LABRIHE

4. A ZBUUBHRS| Giant’s Causeway FF S RARKB= ALY MREEERRNABRERT
HuER A =B P A, €995 . . . geological processes in landform developments, and significant geo-
morphic and physiographic features. . . natural phenomena. .. , FTLL3EIR A [E5%, geological forma-
tions Hu/F R , 1 TR B o

5.0 ®/5—EB#23) Moyle District Council’ s Causeway Visitor Centre ZZ4EFFiK, T A an
excellent range of visitor services. . . enables visitors to. . . , P JLiX 5 SCEM A Al Be i — B e e
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6. D XEH =Bt R BLH G — ] A exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic impor-
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Passage 2 ( BiIR K3 2007 £% {84 )

Even today, when air and road travel has made Africa so readily accessible to- Europeans and
Americans, there are innumerable aspects of African life which tend to take one by surprise. The
unfamiliar lies hidden everywhere, and the presence of Western culture seems merely to emphasize
this unfamiliarity. Basically, the essence of our reaction to the strange, the unfamiliar, is a sense of
fear. Every country contains landscapes that arouse unease—whether it be some remote Alpine val-
ley, the wild lavender fields of Upper Province, or a lonely Norwegian fjord at twilight. But in my
own experience West Africa contains more weird and eerie regions—rain-forest, mangrove swamp,
parched plains of red earth—than any other place that I have seen. It is not only in the foreigner that
these landscapes evoke fear. A large part of all old African religions is devoted to soothing the un-
known and the unseen—evil spirits which live in a particular tree or a particular rock, a thousand
varieties of ghosts and witches, the ever-present spirits of dead ancestors or relatives. I have myself
been kept awake at night in Calabar by a friend from Lagos who was convinced that the witches of
the east were out to get him, or that he was about to be kidnapped and eaten. During four and a half
hours in a canoe along the creeks of the Niger delta, gliding over the still and colorless water be-
neath an equally still and colorless but burning sky, I, too, have experienced a sense of fear, or at
least a sense of awe. Except for the ticking of the little outboard engine the silence was complete.
On either hand stretched the silver-white swamps of mangrove, se?ming, with their awkward ex-

posed roots, to be standing knee-deep in the water. Where the creek narrowed you could peer deep
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' into these thickets of mangroves—vistas secret, interminable and somehow meaningless. There was
no sign of life except for the shrill screech of some unseen bird.

I was on my way to the ancient slaving port of Bonny, which we reached in late afternoon.
Scrambling up some derelict stone steps (slithery with slime and which had managed to detach them-
selves from the landing-stage so that you had to jump a two-foot gap to reach wet land) , I found my-
self in an area of black mud and tumbled blocks of stone.

There are features of Western culture which are present in West Africa.
. This fact makes it easier to accept the unfamiliarity of West Africa.

. This fact makes West Africa seem even stranger.

This fact makes no difference to our reaction to West Africa.

. This fact has been greatly overemphasized.

A lot of the old African religion has to do with

. kidnapping people

keeping the spirits awake

human sacrifice

. keeping the spirits happy

The author was kept awake by .

a ghost B. his friend C. the witches D. eerie feelings
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“Mangrove” means

A. a sort of bird B. a sort of man C. a sort of tree D. a sort of animal

(BEEREMNT]

1.B  CEFF3LHEF)] the presence of Western culture seems merely to emphasize this unfamil-
iarity, #( B BfFE .

2.D XEF--BBE-LAELE, EWRAEIHEREMERLE soothing the unknown
and the unseen, IXEFTIE“EARLK” BRHEIREBENRBURFEENFEANRH#, H
Hr, sooth ER“LEI”, 8 DIMFFE

3.B CEHE B2 I have myself been kept awake at night in Calabar by a friend
from Lagos, HHTTZXN A keep me awake, & B Iﬁﬁﬁo

4. C MR W] ASCESE 3K HY B mangrove 3R BB R, ZAb#EH, mangrove & awkward ex-
posed roots, BENERBRAESMAR, BT #EHI mangrove N iZB—F LR, & C TIRFSE, man-
grove BA“LIRAR”
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(1)take by surprise Iz {1, ZRZEd

(2)eerie PEHERT, FIHHE

It’ s eerie in a dark wood. 7EBARFHIRAH S ARUGAZE

(3) parched #3 )

The ground was parched. HiTHFi&ET .

(4) evoke M2, T
The book evoked memories of his boyhood. ﬁt%@;ﬁ?ﬁﬁXTﬁf‘F%@ |'Z

(5) interminable FCFRH), TUKH)



