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PREAMBLE

The Couple Wen and Zhang married in the fall of 1948, in Hong Kong. It has been 60
years. According to China's customs, this is called "diamond marriage." They are both 90-
year-old persons already. It should be said that such a long happy life is worth celebrating.
Lady zhang is from Shaoxing, Zhejiang province of China.She went into the National
College of Arts in Hangzhou on the medium-term Of the last century. We are Classmates.So,
to commemorate this rare marriage, they have published another <Set of Artworks of Wen
Shaoman & Zhang Meibai>.

Mr.Wen Shaoman was born and grown-up in Shunde of Guangdong province.There are
many talented people in the family with tradition of arts.Mr.Zhang had already shown his
painting talent from an early age.He has always been insisted on self —studing. To the 1940s
of the last century he got a chance to follow Mr.Li Tiefu,the maestro of oil painting art,to
study painting, specializing in watercolor.Prominent student comes from famous teacher.
Carefully nurtured under the teacher Li , after hard work, Mr.Wen could paint his
watercolor with mature skills, distinctive personality and full of poetry.His transmission of
techniques can be traced back to the early-age brushwork and charm of 18th century
Britain.

Mr.Zhang experienced the complexity of life during decades. Is valuable his durable
persistence.In his own field,he has been working in silence,with a mind state of Self-
entertainment.His style has been becoming gradually very free and easy,amart and
active.More,he sticks to his beliefs,never blindly changes his direction to pursuit of
fashion,as immersed in his own awareness and moving to beauty.The expression is from true
feelings.So,it really should to be commended about his spiritual purity.

Human beings from the original starting times have had longing for beauty.That is
inherent quality.Human beings advances forwords with the times,after liberation from
shackles of feudalism and capitalism.Beauty more and more reflects personal characters and
feelings.Works of literature,painting,architecture and music are fruits of beauty.

Mr.Wen had ever published his first watércolor set in 2003.Now he is preparing to
publish this one with his new works.He invited me again to preface for him.I think,he is, after
pursuit of beauty, creating a expression manner, which will add new vitality to art garden.I
believe that the second painting album should be the new milestone for my friends Shaoman

and Meibai. I wish to them good health and longevity, their art life as evergreen tree!

Min Xiwen
Senior member of Theory Group of
. - the Shanghai Artists Association
Former professor of Department of
Stage Arts'of Shanghai Theater Academy
3
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ABOUT WATERCOLOR PAINTER
MR.ZHANG SHAOMAN

Mr.Wen Shaoman is from Longshan,Shunde of Guangdong province.He was
born in a literary family in 1919. Many prominent persons from generations of the
same family.Mr.Shaoman inherited the family tradition in his early age,specially
loving in painting.He first graduated from Huaren College in Jiulong,then during
anti-japanese war took part in left-wing literature and art group----Hongkong
branch of All-china Artists Anti-japanese Association, propaganding salvation with
paintings. In the year 1950 he took part in “Painting Club in Human World”,the left-
wing organizations in Hongkong,launched by Guan Shanyue,Miao Bingxiong , and
so on,and took part in the painting of huge portrait of Mao Zedong;In 1951 he
returned back to the mainland of China,with his family, settled in Shanghai.His
professional post was in propagand/education group of School of Public Health
under Tongji Medical University, responsible for propagand/education art design
and Animation affairs.

After retired in the mid-1980s,as employee of Hubei TV station,he took charge
of construction of program group of animation and cartoon.From the group the
cartoon film<Frog Fighting with Tiger> gained a special reward from national
cultural sector.

During decades,Mr.Shaoman is indifferent to fame and wealth, buried in art
works:talented in oil and chinese painting,specially in watercolor.His works
inherited spirit of Mr.Li Tiefu,with bold brush,rigorous regulers,changing colors
and strong sense of rhythm,combined british,american styles with chinese
traditional painting technics,showing strong flavor of life.His works are displayed in
metropolitans of China and asian countries,loved and collected by artists.

Mr.Shaoman and his wife ,Jady Zhang Meibai,both in their old ages,but they
appears healthy and happy.Everyday they are kept in painting like youngsters.I
respect you! Add more honors to our hometown Shunde! »

Zhang Chi

Former Editor-in-Chief of
Editorial for Local Records under
culture and sport bureau of Shunde
People’s Government,Guangdong

Province
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SUNSET IS FULL OF SKY

I Heard that <Set of Artworks of Wen Shaoman & Zhang Meibai> will be published.It is not only an art-life summary
of veteran Wen for the 70 years,but also a looking-back through his 60-years marriage life with lady Zhang and the best
memory of their Diamond Marriage.

Mr.Zhang was born in a prominent family.Wen Rushi,the brother of his great-grandfather,was calligraphy and
literature teacher of Jiaqing emperor,also a scholar of (Hanlin) academy,a high officer in the military
department(Bingbu),with cultural and military talent. Wen Rusui ,another brother of his great-grandfather ,Wen
Rushu,his great-grandfather and Wen Qiqiu,his uncle,all was famous painters of Lingnan School;Wen Zishao,his
grandfather,was, good at mechanical technology,named as founder of modern and military industry in Guangdong.So many
prominent persons from the generations of same family.Mr.Shaoman inherited the family tradition in his early age,specially
loving in painting.But he in his youth met with military time,so, roaming everywhere.Ever he earned his own bread with
music,.One after another he worked as bus conductor,translater,designer of art scene,salesperson and teacher.In that time
Mr.Shaoman was enthusiastic to serve the motherland.In the year 1950 he took part in “Painting Club in Human
World”,the left-wing organizations in Hongkong,launched by Guan Shanyue,Miao Bingxiong , and so on,and took part in
the painting of huge portrait of Mao Zedong;In 1951 he returned back to the mainland of China,with his family. In the
middle-aged he experienced so many events,until retired in the mid-1980s when he could be concentrated in his own painting
art.Mr.Shaoman,although going through rough and now in aging stage,is still keeping in good state at health,humour and
marriage.That is really miraculous;Though with many skills to make a living he has never quited from his addiction of
painting,but more and more to be in persistence.His works are becoming more and more with charm and vitality---that is
another miracle.

The watercolors of Mr.Shaoman,inherited the samadhi of Mr.Li Tiefu,combined the technics of chinese painting(brush
and ink) and watercolor(color and water), appears to be sprightly and fresh.During decades he persisted in lerning from
other schools.His works are from but higher than life.After retired more he tried to give up some stereotypes,to go on his own
way: refining, an appropriate emptiness and fullness, a strong contrast in pictures,and so on.Mrs.Wen (lady Zhang)
graduated from National College of Arts in Hangzhou (1941),faculty of designs.That is another field.Lady Zhang inherited
from Mr.Lei Guiyuan.Her designs are very fine: rich in colors but not tachy,fine in design but not piecemeal.Very elegant.So
wonderful designs from so aged person,that is really rare.

I met with Mr.Shaoman in the early 1980s,when I just began my teaching career in a middle school.Without
professional training I was a novice in watercolor.In that time Mr.Shaoman was already a famous painter.But he never put
him on airs.When I asked help from him he always teach and encourage me with warm heart.Even more he posted self-made
greeting cards to me in every New Year festivals----So moving things !

“More blossom old trees in late spring” .I wish good health and longevity to Mr.Wen and lady Zhang! Devote more
artworks to the art garden of our country! Add more honors to your hometown Longjiang,Shunde!

Evening is beautiful ,sunset full of sky!
wrote at the foot of the hill Shunfeng

Wu Haicheng

Member of Guangdong Artists Association
Vic-president of Shunde Artists Association
Executive direc'tor of Foshan Artists Association
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