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Synaesthesia: A Cross-cultural Understanding

Abstract: Synaesthesia, as a distinctive psychological phenomenon, exists extensively
in creative writing and appreciation of literature and art works, which has been recognized
by some philosophers, writers and translators despite certain doubts remained. Based on
the cross-cultural analysis, a psychological approach and some classic writings, this paper
intends to explore into the issue a step further. It is believed that synaesthesia may be
described as a special kind of sensational transferring of a combination of perception,
idea, concepts and judgment on the basis of both perceptual knowledge and rational
knowledge. Meanwhile, it has also found out that objects are received by a mind in a
mannes of Gross-spectrum; specially <in creative writing, art-creation and translation,
matters received in sensibility are <s;{)atially and tempdrally organized. Therefore, an
appropriate understanding of synaesthesia may help us better comprehend our mental
process as a whole.

Key words: synaesthesia, perception, sensational transferring, sensation of cross-
spectrum, cross-culture, spatial and temporal sensibility
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PR FRAGE, W RE"ZRANNROE., B2, AMMEBTESHRME IR EF A
W RHARRERBRANEY A RASEY RN R (D E%,1997), BEEEAMN
HTBENERTR,ERAEE TR, AR AR I0IZ RS, XEHEHR TR
JERRZ N BRI OB,

KFRX—RHREOHEIAR, BATR S H BT T 2 MR EEDE LSRR,

“Sensation, the faculty of being aware of the world, the contents of sensory
experience, and what is perceived. Perception involves both our capacity to be sensorily
affected by external objects and our ability to bring these objects under concepts, although
other capacities might also have a role to play. The analysis of perception and attempt to
deal with skeptical arguments about perceptual knowledge are central philosophical topics,
in particular in epistemology. A major problem is whether we directly perceive sense data
or the external physical world. This is related to problems about nature of the eternal
world and our knowledge of it.” (Bunnin, 2001: 734) GE3C.J83, BRAISMRHERA8E S,
BAZTHNE . BIEW RBRASNREY U A X SRR T S8 S, Rt &4 B
- HATTEMEES . RTBIEAIRNESMTUR SHESE MBS, MR T B2 5.0
AR RENRR T . Hbh— 1 EEEEERITE S B2 SN EY Kt R AL
RIEE X RN R AR RBRATEBNED .

“Kant took sensibility and understanding to be two fundamental and related capacities
of the human mind. Objects are given to us through sensibility but thought by
understanding. Sensibility is the capacity to have representations through being affected by
objects, and operates in two ways. As outer sense, sensibility produces sensory states of
things outside us; as inner sense, sensibility produces sensory states of our own
presentations. For Kant, sensibility is receptive but not passive, for these is a formal
aspect as well as material aspect. The forms of sensibility are space and time, which are a
priori intuitions, not derived from the independent properties of objects as they are in

themselves. Space and time set the order for matter, and hence matter received in -

sensibility is spatially and temporally organized. Kant intended to reconcile rationalism
and empiricism by emphasizing both the rational character and receptive character of
sensibility. ” (Bunnin, 2001: 922) (3%:3C. FEAEIA 4 BRI A EAR B A K JE 4 A B RO 2L AR A1)
MESREREIBE ST . AfTdRERAEY, iERREEA, REE—MET R TEY
WA A BE ST R — SMEH, Po e A R 2SR YRAS s PR, =2 B 3
ZRBTHERE B YPRES . BREEIA Y BAR 8, T Bsh i, B R B A
LRI . BB R I A2 ) X R B R , Fr IRk B RS B Ay
BRSLRYE . B IR A0 ZS (R AR A IR BT, DR TR PR TRt R B S R B, Y 3R
V38 B R R A A R 2 S MR B T OB £ ) (5%, 2001, '922)

X BB T REET TR PR B SR EY LR BN SRATBR, B
AT RERE S, W RBRRAE S FE, BAXERRAE BRER i, 8RS
MR EAER, XERAET.
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“BE”. ZRMAEBEFFRR - MADBKETEE. “ERNIENA T, FEKO
kB CFMFERRIEMEA. fEABETRKOCENRER —BILSMAE — & UiREr
B2, EMTUHR MRS BEMAS” GEE A %,1980.210),

3, REBFERT LUZ ABER S ARTR 8 CHEEEE, F AR UAERN
S K, BAREER, FXEBRFETRRKNS S, M1/8 8% 0l H X A XK
5.

REBBABEAFES BHTREXRTES , RENEFNERLETTEE, R&E3)

MBEER EWRESHEL 2N, FLUEF NATRENBENE—-T A, BRIE
P EREIRE T HOAE” B an HREHAARE”, RERS, AT F1E7, WHET
ERXBER, BAT TS “GH ", BESHMT XA, P 4REERR”.

EBMEARER, B R R S, BRI UEANTRANBRE”. LN, B
BZ L4, RENEYZ BIA RIS &, MRBERRK. UL BLAR ARE
B2 BB A P LR A ECE . BREAEH YHRANEYREE ARSI EZ
HXBRHF—FY . Hlm, B2 A RIER, BBH CHEMALNEE; FEEBEE, &
BB S WERNER FF. XFLIREZBREFETBRRELEHRHR KK h FARR A2
PET R BRI, ST R A A S0E . S RSN ERTER .

XEZARBLEBAFBEMERE, ZARNE N H 5k B LBE AR, EMZFHee
HIRBTRE  “EARNZ T B NIE AT AR R —FEE  ZAR BB MBMAIEE R AT,
ATRR T, 3 AR AR S E R AT MR TS , B A X BB M N TE I 2R E 3, T E AR
H& SRR AKX IER ST B C R R s s Bas F i 897 (&0, 2003)

R FEREAR S AR ER L, BRE AR . REVBASEESEERT B
7, BriR BB LR R — MR RA L L T — MRS . TRAMT .

i 1.
(B¥s)
BAEAR BHEAR
B3k, ik, % B, Ak, wE
' B

EEERNNE

BRLA, “SE BT LUBESE A —Fh7e Bk SRR b, LURSE . R & Kt Y
LR BRI RRBRANHES, B LUEE AR TR EARRM TES . X EEaR
REMFEEAREEHEERSFHERER.

MTVEBAMZRBY KL BS, & MREZRREERRA, AT LSS BRIE
IR X H Y ) B, BPIE— R R TT LA R At v FR A R R A R — L B
L BRAHAEZHFNHRR . B—TAENREREYHLR b, EREES BT TR
ZHEBRR, KRR LAFE, RROUMALH, AW UELHRE,

MR E ERAANBEEEE AR AERR, 51 AR ER T M
WK “RADFRIN R GRS , AEES H BRSNS MR RO, E
A MEAEME 7308 HoR AR R F.0 5”7 (BT, 200D,
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ZR . BBAIRLER, SRS RETESEE—EN, , WEAMEI BHEERE. &
EE—YREIG HEE R YR (BRTE, 200D,

TRTATR , WG RI8 ) B B4R B, A A FH A “AR4L” (sharp) 1“4 T ” (heavy)
245 I P (used by analogy from the sense of touch) , H 40T A3 4 210
4t (Aristotle, 1992 Edition) , B2 St LR, “BE AT R Sk A U 47, 5
SRR R P AR, B SRS R R R T REHAR R L S
T BAEBLIH7EF” (Like unto cicalas that in a forest sit upon a tree and pour forth their
lily-like voice) , 18 HHZRmy#HALE X & F ST (Saint-Martin) $i 8 = B “I L B LS,
B RIEHEFW” (I heard flowers that sounded and saw notes that shone) , ZEEiF AR
5% (William Blake) %2 “BRFFHIF " (blind hand) R R ARG S, B+ K T ERENE
At “Ban 3R 68 S S B WK ” (see thee in my touch — King Lear, IV.1)., BE#il, %
SREFEREME AT REBEEIKEE s —8. BB AR LR E Fre( FE2EE M)
SHEREMN—MFEHABEETIER . XA —fRiE, A EE R Mg, B
B8, DAEAGRBR IR EE , F 71 A%, BT ROBTBE B3, X S R B T UM B B o 8 B o BN g

4 ENEREHERA? B~ ARAVMEREE, RAUERE, BEX FhaE

BRATINYR? BAIHTE BT BARS R RIS (AREE , AR, AT E R % o 5
FHOREER T (GEPF:1980)

EHPEERCEZARRE BT RBE S22 %%, ﬁJE%é&WWEZ“ﬁ”Jﬁ?ﬁW
W, BT, ARRERNEEH. MAF ZRZWERAM N BENS R, BT 5
FRA“WMBNBR” HEMM N E RS, $%, 8, Aﬂaﬁﬁ@’é’znﬂ“ruﬂﬁ
B, EESCEEARES P ER M.

2. EMEBEZENITIE

FEEEE b, SRR S E R RBRN A R RS0, R R R 2 =
AT, B0, EERE IR & Y A RIS ORI 88 , X SRRt
AT, S REAKERR . LW, EHEPRAFE BR XENLES M EF ik
FB FE YRR T2ENWERYTIERG, W UG 24 WA, L BT, 4077
MRRBE T ABRERF . :

BISCFEARMRES KBTS , REBIEH, PESCRER T Tk LA — KRN,
BP “ZE B HAKE, I UT3E RIE SR A AT I T E R ZE, B H 8 B84
HENSERAUAGTRR. HEAUFLARE, SEUPSERLR . PBLUTLAER. 5
BRI SH AT (R4 +5,1999:255) ,

FECE RS P b L SR ABILA RS, “FHER, N ER, OEEAE ER
EZFF AR AZHA”., “FHIRF A=A EEF X HEML, g Rz k%,
BIanzE, KA BZB 6, A S B, A BSHLRKZ "4,

FERISCEEARIER W AHWE SRR P, RO BI RIS M %R, B0, MR EE
R RIS BRIBI S BREMERRN, EAMNSTRANTL B EHBE,F. 5. L%
&. HERIF hWEEALIRERGEKRE, THE“FH GTE .,

AMIEFBRERE ZRIMERFITE, RS R, BT R H ABHER ) Rt
WRAAE S BRAI MR AR A TR ERB X S, WA R, B X AR R, HEH T,
ST, RRFEER—. RRAKBZEYH— I .

T 2 REED, XA THIHXIEE




M IREHMBTRINEE

“Our senses, conversant about particular sensible objects, do convey into the mind
several distinct perceptions of things, according to those various ways wherein those
objects do affect them; This great source of most of the Ideas we have, depending wholly
upon our senses, and derived by them to the understanding, I call sensation.” (Locke,
2001) GE3T: AMTX FHeE EWHRRZ , da LR B B9 BRAE A KB , 53X S E Y138 R F B9
BAERGUE N - BATE I LRI RE, ST LB T RAITNRRE, 3 d R L
NERE, SRR Z ) BT, 2001),

“(Sensation: from Latin sensatus, gifted with sense) The mental state aroused in a
subject in perceiving, a primitive level of mental existence. When we see something,
visual sensations are produced in us; when we hear something, auditory sensations are
produced. There are also sensations of taste, smell and touch. Sensations arise not only
through senses, but also through the body, such as the bodily sensations of cold, pain and
hunger. Sensations are generally distinguished from experiences and perceptions, but are
part of these more complex states, which involve such additional capacities as judgment
and inference and are subject to error. Sensations must be owned by some subject. ”
(Bunnin, 2001; 918) GEIC: “BRA"—iAR AR T CHY sensatus 35 sense MG AT, £
BEZHYE RN —MELRE, MU ERNBRSEE. ANBIEY,. RetH
3, NBIEYRAVRE . AMTEH R LB, ATIMBREAIUE B T TR,
W EL3K B ik, 0% 8 RS BRI . — Bk, B S 2R ABRAE T X5, HH R
BOARZOREH — IR W RE AT RS, T RS e, RALEY
H—REEMHE.)

X B T RATE A R B R G M VR AR, ﬁ%ﬂ%@%ﬂ 'ﬁAE‘Jﬁﬁi’.
BEGNRE ., XR—AOHEE FRRIEGE R,

—HEREEAREISR I A L ﬁ%%%"?fﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁxfﬂ@ﬁ%i\“
ZEISBEY:, DESBHARERZANEARME. HEFFELKBE8IEH,
“OTBERA MR, N B T ASMUSRRE R RRE, AR R B3, T8k
AR MRS AR R R T R R RTIR 7. BRI B R — B R
KRB IR B RFORE GRS R EMd, RO R T — 35, X
T EHGRE-URENREE - FOLME, CRER RN RIEF TaREM. Ei
HEEE EE— R NA BB 2 F A B (Vikaricreon) , T 2% | 14 B ETENS > ]
HISERR BN ”, TSRFE Y ZECRI T RSB BN 2% 942 i BUIR B9 5 50 S BB — A
FEH VB RS R MU R A AR EXT 52 9 (£ I0H , 2003).,

B, ERRRE L, AR RBET B EAR S RAGNS. Bit, Al
BRI T R R R A T AR B R AR BENER X R ERE 2N
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Confucianism: A Philosophy? A Religion?

— A Renewed Cross-cultural Understanding

Abstract: Concerning the issue of whether Confucianism is a philosophy or a religion,
there have been different opinions in the academic field. Based on the renewed
understanding of the academic concepts and doctrines in terms of cross-cultural studies,
specially on the authentic meaning and evolvement of “philosophy” and “ religion”, the
author believes that Confucianism should not be characterized by these imported terms
indiscriminatingly. Rather, a new scholarly proposition may be formed: Confucianism is
an cthical and moral doctrine with religious nature. Consequently, it has been argued and
discussed from the prospects of comparative academic concepts, historical and cultural
backgrounds, philosophical thinking, religious thinking, classics-paraphrasing and so on.

Key words: Confucianism, cross-cultural studies, philosophical thinking, religious
thinking, ethnics, morality
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