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Instruction

This book is not a book to teach you how to study English. There
are many such books and they do it very well!

This book is to test how well you know the most frequently used
words. On the average, 85% of the English you will hear or read
will use a basic word vocabulary of some 2200 words. Therefore,
these words are more important to know than the other 50,000 or
more words in the English language. If you have any doubts of the
percentages, then take this simple test: count all the words in any
article. Next, count the words in that article that are not on your list
and divide. That will give you the percentage. Once you see an 85
or higher percentage, you will realize the necessity of studying
these words before you worry about the other 50,000 words. If
you don't see this, then your problem is math not language, and
you are reading the wrong book, if you do see this, then let's
begin to test yourself on how well you know the most frequently
used words.

Three Tools to Test Yourself:

“WB”: work book (the sentences that show how the word is used)
“BWL”: basic words list (The 2200 plus most frequently used
words)

“AC”: audio cassettes(tapes) (Good Chinese and native English
speakers)

There are six things you must know about every word

Let's test ourselves in all six ways of knowing a word.

1. USE: There are 8 ways that a word can be used. The way a
word is used is the most important thing you can know about a
word. Here are 8 ways:
1.nouns 2.pronouns 3.adjectives 4.verbs  5.adverbs
6.preposition 7.conjuctions 8.interjections. The “WB” has been
divided into one of the 8 ways a word is most frequently used.
Some words can be used in another way but not frequently.
They are not listed in the “WB”. But if a word is used in another
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way frequently, then you will find more than one number which
will tell you it has more than one frequent use.

Next, take any word from the “BWL” and the number next to it
to see that word is most frequently used in the “WB”.

. MEANINGS: The BWL has the most frequently used words
(2200 plus)

Many words can have more than one meaning. The way you
“use” it can affect its meaning.

In the “WB” the meanings of the word can sometimes be
understood by the sentence.

If the meaning is still not clear, we have another word at the
end of the sentence.

. READING: When you read words, do you know its

use/meaning?
When you are reading other texts and see good examples of
the use and meaning of a word, add it to your “WB”. If you
meet new words not on the “BWL”, then you must add these
new words to your “WB”. You can put it under the way it was
used or under the meaning of the word. Now you are building
on your “BWL”. You are increasing your vocabulary by joining
new words with old words you already know.

. LISTENNING: Can you recognize words by hearing them
only? Speaking on the telephone, listening to the radio or
chatting, only your ear not your eyes can help you. Listen to the
“AC” without looking at the “WB” and write down what you
heard. Now compare what you wrote to the “WB".

. SPEAKING: Pronounce clearly/be attentive to the rhythm
and stress. Many English Majors spend time every moring
reading out loud. The trouble is they are often practicing their
own mistakes. It would be a better use of time if they listen to
the “AC” and repeat what they heard. They would be using
frequently used sentences and they would be speaking them
correctly. Read and record the sentences in the “WB” and have
your teacher evaluate it.

. WRITING: Put the word into a new sentence for your
teacher to correct.

The guide for correcting writing errors is on the last page.
Whenever you are writing or speaking. Use the following guide:
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1.Common words 2.Simple sentences 3.active Voice
Why? We speak and write to be understood. Not to show off! If
you follow this guide, you have a better chance to be
understood.
This is the guide for BBC, VOA and our “WB”.

Strategies: After testing your English ,how can you improve it?
1.USE: Review the grammar rules.

When you see the same numbers of the “Guide for Correcting
Writing Errors” appearing on the sentences you wrote, then
review the grammar rules concerning your common mistakes.
2. MEANING: Many words have more than one meaning.

You must see how the word is used before you can tell which
meaning is correct. Translate ideas not words. Eg: how much
did it cost? = How much did you pay for it?

. READING: Read often and read other materials than your text
books.

“21t century”, “China daily”, or novels/magazines

4. LISTENING: Listen to good Chinese English speaker.

CCTV International.

CCTV-10 OUT-LOOK English Magazine 6:25-6:55 12:15-12:45
19:00-19:30..

RCI Radio China International.

VOA Voice of America/Special English program.

BBC British Broadcasting Company/Special English.

5. SPEAKING: Join “English Corners” / “English Clubs”.

Listen to language tapes and repeat after them.

Meet with other people who like to practice speaking English
every evening from 6:30 till 7:00.

Substitution: Take sentences and substitute each word
individually and repeat the sentences.

Eg: Can | borrow your bike for a few days?

May | borrow your bike for a few days?

Can we borrow your bike for a few days?

Can | use your bike for a few days?

Can | borrow the bike for a few days?

Can | borrow your pen for a few days?

Can | borrow your bike for a few hours?
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6. WRITING: Use common words/simple sentences/active voice.
When writing new words not on the “BWL”, put the new words
under one of the words on “BWL”.

You only need the “BWL” to define every word in the English
language.

Write out on “flash cards” words you are having difficulty
learning.

Computer: The computer can be a very great help in studying
English. It also is changing the language.

Weblish: Using English in the language of internet will change the

meaning of words.

Eg: windows are not something were look out in weblish, It means
a program.
A mouse is not a four leg creature in weblish but a pointer for
your computer to operate.
Weblish does not worry about “perfect spelling”, GAL means
“get a life”. DWB means “don’t write back”; F2F means “face to
face”; Vanilla means “no extras”. “Boot up” means “get started”;
hve=have; vrb=verb; jarjar=unnecessary features.

Note:

This book was never intended as a way to study English. It was
meant to be a way to evaluate your English. And it was also
meant to give strategies to improve your English. It was meant to
make sure you know the basic words of English.85% of
everything you read or hear in English will use the 2200 plus
words. If you don’t believe this, then take any article and count all
the words in it. Then count the words that are not on your “BWL”
and divide that number of words in the article. That will give you're
the percentage. Once you understand how important the “BWL” is,
you will make sure you know those words(BWL) before you study
any other words.

Finally, 100% of anything you want to say or write can be said
with just these 2200 plus words. If you don’t believe that, listen to
VOA BBC(special English) they only use common words; simple
sentences and active voice.



Strategies to Improve Your English

Attitude: | must make 10,000 mistake before | get good at
anything. Don't be ashamed of your mistakes, leam
from them

Organization:

To be good at something demands planning. Your
“WB"(2200+words) defines every word in English
language. All other words can be put under one of the
“WB” words. Why do this? Because association /
classification / grouping are memory hooks.

Reading: read often! Magazines, newspapers, novels. We
recommend “21st Century” “China daily”

Listening: Listen to good Chinese or native English speakers.
CCTV International ;RCI Radio China International.
CCTV-10 OUT-LOOK English Magazine 6:25-6:55
12:15-12:45 19:00-19:30.

VOA Voice of America/Special English program.

BBC British Broadcasting Company/Special English.

CD Music “West Life” is my first choice./Movie classics.
Speaking: Join “English corners” / “English clubs”.

Listen to language tapes and repeat after them.

Meet with other people who like to practice speaking

English evenings from 6:30 ill 7:00.

Substitution: Take sentences and substitute each word

individually and repeat the sentences.

Eg: Can | borrow your bike for a few days?

May | borrow your bike for a few days?

Can we borrow your bike for a few days?

Can | use your bike for a few days?

Can | borrow the bike for a few days?

Can | borrow your pen for a few days?

Can | borrow your bike for a few hours?

(Do this while waiting for a bus !)

WRITING: Flash-card: Write out on “flash cards” words you keep
forgetting on one side of a card, and on the other side
of the card you write the meaning of that word in a
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sentence.(review often!)

use common words/simple sentences/active voice.
Use the “writing guide” the follows. (ask your teacher to
use this guide to help you)

Guide for correcting writing errors:

(1) singular-plural

He has been here for six month|

He has been here for six months.
(2) word form

| saw a picture.

| saw a beautiful picture.
(8) Word choice

She got fon Jthe taxi.

She got into the taxi.
(4) Verb tense

Helis Jhere for a while.

He has been here for a while.
(5+) Add a word

I to the shop.

| want to go to the shop.
(5-)Omit a word

She entered fto] the university.

She entered the university.
(6) word order

| saw five times that moviel.

| saw that movie five times.
(7) Incomplete sentence

| went to | was tired.

| went to bed because | was tired.
(8) Spelling

An accident

An accident happened.
(9) Punctuation

What did he say ]

What did he say ?
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(10) Capitalization
| am studying
| am studying English.
(11) Article
| had [g] accident.
| had an accident.
(12) Meaning not clear

He borrowed some| smoke.

7?
(13) Run-on sentence
My friend was sIeepingl] we didn’t want to wake her up.
My friend was sleeping. we didn’'t want to wake her up.
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but
dog
few
get
he

yes
cat
leg

cat
am
bed
her
sit
see
hot
saw

Pronunciation Symbols

B ERA R

m man z

n no J

p pen 3

r red 0

S sit (o)

t top n

v voice tf

w we dz

A run au/au
u/u put ea/ea
u: too 19/ ie

) ago o1/2i
ar/ ai my ua/ ua
au/au  how aro/aie
er/ ei day aus/aus
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she
vision
thin
this
ring
chip
jar

no
hair
near
boy
poor
fire
sour



T e I S R T e 1
G ] e O e G TS Iy R S e 87
T BRI oo oseoveobosevishnesmphians semsvanssnnssinrostocensnsbfnihbnssos 93
ZIJTRIZH e centsoeveneaighecsuciocessosnsosansess nssosaussasensesaursonnassnas 124
SR 2R e e e R 162
T 45 LT R SRR RPN e 173
TR TR ZH - ceovrsoneanssrnnscocnsassssassnnssssnoss nsiassnsssassssssnsssatasssss 176
S AR]ZH, <voevnnesencsossssasssntosnnsnsnosssossorssasssniosssnsasssnsssnns 178
TAJEFUFR -eeerentecccsoasnusssunessctssscasasasssssasesssasssarsssanes 179
MS— TAIZRIR oeoreererrerrorssmsnninennisinsuiininiissncsnsinecas 241
R B RRIEBIIRITT oreiverrreeserrmnsesns 246

13



