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Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs

Once upon a time, in a castle” in a land far beyond the
highest mountains, there lived a King an his Queen. The
King was wise® and just and the Qucen was beautiful.
They ruled @ their country well and they were very
happy, but for one thing, they longed for™ a child.

One day, the Queen sat by her window sewing®. As
she was working, she pricked her finger with her needle.
Three drops of blood fell on the snow-white linen.

“How happy [ would be if T had o« ‘rtle girl with lips as
red as blood, skin as white as snov , 1d hair as black as
ebony®,” thought the Queen.

When spring came, her wish came true. A little
daughter was born to the Queen, and she was all her
mother had desired”. As she looked at her beautiful baby,
the Queen said;  “She is even lovelier than 1 had hoped. 1
shall call her Snow White.”

For a time, life in the castle was even happier than
before. Then one day the Queen fell ill. The King
summoned ™ the best doctors in the land to her bedside,
but to no avail®, When the Queen died, the whole
country mourned® her.

The King was heartbroken. He did his best to bring
up his little daughter just as the Queen would have
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wished, but he was very lonely. At last he married again,
and brought a new Queen to live in the castle. The new
Queen was very beautiful, alas™, she was also heartless and
cruel®. She was jealous™ of all the lovely ladies of the
kingdom, but most jealous of all of the Princess.
Now the Queen’s most prized possession ¥ was a
magic mirror. Every day she looked into it and asked:
“ Mirror, mirror on the wall,
who is the fairest™ of us all?”
If the morror replied that she was fairest in the land, all
was well. But if another lady was named, the Queen flew
into a furious® rage” and had her killed.

As the years passed, Snow White grew more and more
beautiful, and her sweet nature ® made everyone love
her—everyone but the Queen.

The Queen’s chief fear was that Snow White might
grow to be the fairest in the land. So she drove away the
young Princess to the servants’” house, made her dress in
rags®, and forced her to slave from morning to night.

But while she worked, Snow White dreamed dreams
of a handsome Prince who would come someday and
carry her off to his castle in the clouds. And as she dusted
and scrubbed—and dreamed—Snow White grew more
and more beautiful day by day.

At last came the day the Queen had been dreading™.
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She asked:
" Mirror, mirror on the wall,
who is the fairest of us all?”
And the mirror replied:

" Her lips blood red, her hair like night,
her skin like snow, her name—Snow White! "

Pale with anger, the Queen rushed from the room and
called her huntsman to her.

“Take Snow White into the forest at once and kill
her,” she ordered him.

“Kill Snow White?” cried the huntsman. “But why,
Your Majesty™?”

“You will do as I order®,” said the evil® Queen. She
handed the huntsman a jewelled box. “Put her heart in
this box and bring it back to me. Then I will know that
she is really dead. If you fail, you will be executed ®
instafidly.”

The huntsman bowed his head in grief. He had no
choice but to obey the cruel Queen’s commands.

Snow White had no fear of the kindly huntsman. She
went happily into the forest with him. It was beautiful
there among'the trees, and the Princess, not knowing
what was in store for her, skipped ® along beside the
huntsman, now stopping to pick violets”, now singing a
happy tune.

At last the poor huntsman could bear it no longer. He
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fell his knees before the Princess.

“I cannot kill you, Princess,” he said, “even though it
is the Queen’s command®. Run into the forest and hide,
and never return to the castle.” :

Then away went the huntsman. On his way back to
the castle, he killed a small animal and took its heart in the
jewelled box to the wicked® Queen.

Alone in the forest, Snow White wept™ with fright.
Deeper and deeper into the woods she ran, half blinded®
by tears. It seemed to her that roots of trees reached up to
trip her ankles, that branches reached out to clutch® at
her dress as she passed.

At last, weak with terror®, Snow White fell to the
ground and lay there, sobbing® her heart out.

Ever so quietly, out from burrows® and nests and hol—
low trees crept the little woodland animals. Rabbits and
squirrels? | doves® and woodpeckers® | raccoons® and
chipmunks® and even a shy little faun® all came timidly®
to look at the poor little Snow White.

When Snow White looked up and saw them all there,
she smiled through her tears. At the sight of her smile, the
little animals crept® closer, snuggling® in her lap or lying
down comfortably in her arms to comfort her. The birds
sang their gayest melodies, and the little forest clearing
was filled with joy.

“I feel ever so much better now,” Snow White told
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her new friends. “But I do need a place to sleep.”

One of the birds chirped ¥ something, and the little
animals nodded” in agreement. Then off flew the birds,
leading the way. The rabbits, chipmunks and squirrels fol—
lowed after, and Snow White came along with her arm
around the neck of a gentle mother deer.

At last, through a tangle® of brush, Snow White saw a
tiny cottage” nestling in a clearing up ahead.

“How sweet! " she cried. “It’s just like a doll's
house,” and she clapped her hands in delight.

Skipping across a little bridge to the house, Snow
White tried to peer™ through a window pane®. But the
glass was so dirty that she could see nothing. She rubbed®
away some of the dirt with her hand, and tried again,

“How dark it is! " she said. “I don’t think there is
anyone at home.”

Jhen Snow White knocked at the door. Silence. She
knocked again, louder. Still no one answered. So Snow
White turned the handle and opened the door. The ani—
mals followed her into the house, and she found a candle
and lit it at the stove®. They all looked round the little
room. The first thing they noticed was a table, with seven
very small chairs around it.

“What lovely little chairs! ” cried Snow White. “I
think this house must belong to seven children.”

Then they saw a jacket in one corner, and a shoe in
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