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Pastoral Areas, Pastoralists, Animal Husbandry:
Grassland Management and
 “Sangmu” Issue in China

Yu Changqging Zhang Mi Wang Huijuan

(Department of Environmental Science and Engineering, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract In the “Workshop of Rangeland Con;ervation: Harmony for Nature and Local Community”
during the 23" International Congress for Conservation Biology in Beijing, group discussion stated that
the rangeland degradation and biodiversity loss, the decay of the rangeland traditional culture, the in-
creasing of livestock and the changes of grazing style are the main problems for the rangeland sustainability
in China. The current strategies for rangeland conservation, such as fencing, grazing ban and colonization
have much more negative impacts on the rangeland conservation and sustainability. Ecological definition
and position of rangeland, the participation of local community and local people in rangeland management,
the integration of science and traditional culture, and the maintaining of sustainable grazing and nomadism
should be the key strategies for rangeland conservation and sustainable management.

Key words rangeland; rangeland ecology; conservation; grazing ban
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Discussion on Degradation of Chinese Grasslands

Du Guozhen

(The Key Laboratory of Arid Agro-ecology of the Ministry of Education,
Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730107)

Abstract For a long time, the natural condition changes and overgrazing were regarded as the cau-
ses of the Chinese grassland degradation. However, based on the development trend of the Chinese
animal Husbandry and field researches, we found that the institute under the concept of the agricul-
tural civilization being better than the nomadic civilization, such as grassland reclaim and grassland
contract responsibility system, is the main cause that causes the national grassland degradation,
Therefore, to achieve our goal, we should get over the grass-animal system that is suitable for nat-
ural regular. Thus, grassland can be recovered at the stage of no grazing and animal quality would

be promoted with shifting.
Key words grassland degradation; framework of animal husbandry production; grassland recla-

mation; grassland contract responsibility system
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