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Abstract

From the perspective of social history & historical anthropology,
this book exams the historical actors of the Weigongeun ( a Uyghur
Community) in Northewest Beijing City from the Jin (Jurchen), Yuan
(Mongol) , Ming( Han) , Qing (Manchu) dynasties and Minguo, and
their formation, change, resetting and social life with the shifts of
space and location of the political center.

Based on the fact that hereditary system of Mongolian Yuan Dy-
nasty was taken as the cultural mechanism and political space by the
Uigurs to be the important officials in the government of the Yuan Dy-
nasty, I think that the family and clan system was not only the cultural
basis or kernel element of Han society, but also the deep foundation
and chain of trust of other ethnic groups. Hence it became the internal
reason and paftern for the extension, which interprets the ring — struc-
ture of the society.

It elaborates the relationship between the self — reconstruction of
ethnic communities and the construction of the political spaces. It pro-
poses that the special process and memory resources of a of ethnic
group is closely associated with its historical status and political cred-

its. The observes that even at the Capital City as a location of political
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center of China for national culture building, there are multi — localities
of plural or peripheral cultures side by side with the national identity.

It proposes that the study of ethnic belonging should pay attention
to the historical identity of the target ethnic groups. In terms of the
constructive action of ethnic groups, this book disproves the utilitarian
end of focusing on the pure competition of social capitals. Instead, it
advocates the importance of ethnicity and the roots of ethnic feeling. In
this way, it makes up the deficiency of the -previous studies of the Uy-
ghur Community in the Capital City, the official ethnic history para-
digm and the theory of center vs. periphery.
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