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Sept. 16,1991

Dear Zhou.
I was also glad to learn of the new book and will offer
endorsement ;
What a good idea. Listening to native speakets: of
English on the radio will be even more valuable with
this book. ’

Corbin S. Carnell,Ph. D. Prof. of English

RRGAEL.

KEZXK PGB, RLBHER, HEHG—
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October 25,1991
Dear Zhou.

I was happy to hear about the book you are editing
“How to Understand English on a Foreign Radio Broadcast—
An English— Chinese Handbook of VOA. ”It sounds like a
very interesting and useful book to help Chinese readers learn
and improve their listening skills.

Sincerely youts,

Yharsbbososraler)

ARWALL: .
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F XM BE A AL SR, BRE R ZE—RBHE
KA BARGE, ERERNT B RAE IR, RH
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Vowels ‘ Consonants

Symbol Key Word Symbol Key Word

iv beat P pan
I bit b ban
& bay t tip
€ bet d dip
® at k cap
a box, car 8 8ap
> bought tf church
horse d3 - judge
o bone f fan
v book v van
u” boot 0 thing
A but 5 then
> banana s sip
sister z zip
o by f ship
an bound 3 measure
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Guide to the Use of the Handbook

L #l

LAFRFRAHZERREXEEANEERE
(General American) RIRHEH X EHEFR A& REH R
1517 B Y (Longman Dictionary of American English) ,

2, F M B R A Fhn A b R EH R F R IPA) K
2w NE LSBT EE -

/P /IRET /i/

/& /RET /ei/

/0" /RET /ou/

/o /[RET /w/

/y/REBT/i/

/MBRERE,/ERKEE.

3. FH LR — BB AT

adv. BliA -
adj. i 23t
vt. EW3hiA
vi. AR 3hAE
n. &

pron. Ri7
prep. v

conj. #if



Part I Beginning Preparations for
the Listening

Chapter One Listening To A Foreign Broadcast

Listening to a radio broadcast in a foreign language is di-
fficult for many of us. We may have studied the language for
several years,and are able to read it,perhaps even write in it.
But listening and understandmg the spoken language requires
special skills. Some people have a natural ability that helps
them to learn language quickly. Others must study for a long
time. Everyone however ,can improve his or her listening.skills
with practice. —

We atre good listeners in our own language because\;;'e
have had years of practice. We underStand the grammar and
the words. We also understand the cultural style of our lan-
guage. We know what to expect a person to say to us in almost
any situation. We have been in similar situations many times,
and we have heard it all before. We can understand, even if
we do not listen ca.refully

But this is not true with a foreign language. We must li-
sten with our full attention. And we must try not to let the
cultural style of our own language affect our understanding of
the foreign language.

Listening to a foreign broadast -is easier if we know
something about it. There are clues that can help us. One clue
is the time of day. Morning programs usually contajn many
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short items of news, information or entertainment. The items

are short because most of us are getting ready to go to work.in
the morning. Often we do not have time to listen to long
programs. Evening programs are different. There is time: for
mote detail about the subjects discussed.

We can get a clue about the program from the music at
the begining, but we must be familiar with the music of the
foreign culture,the kind of music—serious and slow,or fast
and light—can tell us what kind of program to expect. The
name of the program can give us good information about
what it will contain.

Another good clue is the broadcaster. The more we listen
to the same person ,the easier it will be to understand him. Hns
speaking style will become familiar to us.

Further , the broadaster provids clues to the organization
of the broadcast at the beginning of the program. The
broadcaster usually gives you the highlights of the program to
prepare you for the details that will follow.

Try the following suggestions to help you practice
listening to English on the VOA. The mote you practice, the
mote you wil_l increase your listening skills,and the more you
will understand.

Chapter Two Developing Skills to Listen to the Radio

Before you listen .
_ 1. Select from the VOA schedule a program you are
interested in. :
5
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2. Tune the radio carefully so the broadcast will be as

clear as possible. Tune the station befare the program begins.

3. Tell your family you need some time without
distractions while you are listening. :

4. Get a blank tape ready to record the program.

5. Keep a pencil and paper handy in case you wanl,t to
make notes.

6. Be ready to listen at the very beginning of the
program.
While you listen ;

1. Listen to the beginning very carefully.

2. Ask yourself questions that will focus your listening.
For example,in a program on heart disease,you may wonder
how the death rate in the U. S. compares to the death rate in
your country. What kind of heart disease will the program
discuss?Do more women than men suffer this kind of disease?
what are the chances of surviving?

If you have questions based on your personal interest in
the subject, you will listen more actively,as you try to hear
the answers. It is not important if your questions are
answered or not. But asking the questions does help you listen
more carefully

3. Take notes. The notes may be as short as a word or
long as a phrase. Don’t write everything down. You are
supposed to be listening.

4. Don*t worry about words you don’t know ot grammar
you don* understand. Try to listen to what you can
understand.

6



After you listen,

1. Try to retell the information you heard, first in
-English, then in your own language. It may not be
easy. A study done of U. S. listeners of news
broadcasts found these listeners remembered only
28% of what they heard.

2.Try to remember key words and phrases.

3. If there were any unfamiliar words of grammatical
structures that you remembered, find out what they
mean.

4. Compare the beginning of the program with what fo-
liowed. Were there clues? Did the clues heip you
understand more thoroughly?

If you tape recorded the program:. ’

1. Before you listen to the tape,try to ask youtself those '
questions you had when you first heard the broadcast.
When you listen to the tape, try to answer those
questions. ’

2. Play the tape and stop it every 60 seconds or at a
convenient place. Try to summarize, first in English,
then in your own language what you heard.

3. Play the tape and try to write down everything the
broadcaster said. You may have to play the tape many
times. ‘
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