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Chapter 1
Chiswick Hall

While the present century was in its teens' , on one sunny morning
in June, a large family coach pulled by two fat horses drove up to
Miss Pinkerton’s academy” for young ladies at Chiswick Hall.

“Its Mrs Sedley’s coach, sister,” said Miss Jemima to Miss
Pinkerton.

“I trust, Miss Jemima, you have made a copy of Miss Sedley’s
account. Address it to John Sedley, Esquire, and put this billet’
which I have written to-his lady on it. ” At the end of the letter there
was the following

“p. S.*—Miss Sharp accompanies’ Miss Sedley. Miss Sharp
should stay only ten days in Russell Square because the family with
whom she is engaged desire her services as soon as possible. ”

This letter completed, Miss Pinkerton proceeded’ to write her
name in a copy of Johnson’s Dictionary which she invariably presented
to her scholars on their departure from the Hall.

Miss Sedley and Miss Sharp had their belongings arranged in the car-
riage by a black servant and as they were ready to depart, Miss Jemima
came running out to give Becky Sharp her copy of the Dictionary.

“Becky Sharp, here’s a book for you. You musin’t leave without
it. God bless you!” But just as the coach drove off, Miss Sharp threw
the book back into the garden.

“Thank God I'm out of Chiswick,” said Miss Sharp.

HOTES
. teens: numbers from thirteen to nineteen. 13 £ 19 &9 ¥ F
. academy: school for higher leaming. & % % Jit
. billet: a note or a short letter. &, #{z
P.S.: abbreviation for postscript. (fZ R/me i timEE) LA, =&
. accompany: go with, #FE, B4

S B W =

. proceed: go forward; go on. £+, # 4
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“How could you do that, Becky?”

“I hate the whole house,” continued Miss Rebecca Sharp. “Re-
venge' may be wicked, but it’s natural. I'm no angel.” And to say
the truth, she certainly was not.

EEE
Miss Sharp’s father was an artist and had given lessons at Miss
Pinkerton’s school. He married a young French woman who was an
“opera singer. She had had some education and her daughter, Rebec-
ca, spoke French very well. When Becky’s mother died Miss Pinker-
ton had taken Becky into her academy and given her free board and
lodging’, and the chance to receive an education. Becky was to teach
French. However, Rebecca Sharp was very unhappy at Chiswick
Hall. She hated Miss Pinkerton and the silly chat’ of the girls annoyed
her. The gentle tender-hearted Amelia Sedley was the only person to
whom she could attach herself. Rebecca Sharp refused to assume any
/ additional duties that Miss Pinkerton asked her so the school mistress
was determined to remove this rebel and hearing that Sir Pitt Crawley’s
family needed a governess, she recommended* Miss Sharp for the situ-
ation; the school mistress decided that this was the best solution. As
i Miss Sedley was about to leave school, Miss Sharp was invited by her
friend to pass a week with her at home, before she entered upon her
duties as a governess.

The carriage arrived in Russell Square and Amelia showed Re-
becca every room of the house and everything in every one of her
drawers. When Rebecca saw two magnificent Cashmere shawls which
Joseph Sedley had brought home to his sister from India, she said,
“Is he very rich?”

“I believe he has a very large income. ”

1. revenge: punishment done in return for harm. L, B

2. board and lodging: food and accomodation. &7

3. chat: a friendly conversation. B £, Wi}

4. recommend: say that sth. is good or sb, is fitted. £ %, %2
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“And is your sister-in-law a pretty woman?”

“Joseph is not married,” said Amelia laughing.

The meaning of the above questions, as translated in the heart of
Miss Sharp was simply this; “If Mr Joseph Sedley is rich and unmarried,
why should I not marry him?” And she determined to marry him.

Chapter 2

Rebecca is in the Presence of the Enemy

A very obese' man dressed in casual clothing and wearing an apple
green coat was reading the paper when the two girls entered. He
jumped out of his arm-chair and blushed” excessively.

“It’s only your sister, Joseph,” said Amelia, “and this is my
friend, Miss Sharp. ”

“He’s very handsome,” whispered Rebecca to Amelia, rather
loud.

“Do you think so?” said Amelia. “I’ll tell him. ”

“Darling! Please don’t!” said Rebecca lowering her eyes, as
timid as a fawn’. '

At this minute the father of the family walked in.

“This young lady is your friend? Miss Sharp, I am very happy to see
you. Come Joseph. Walk down the stairs with Miss Sharp. Dinner is ready. ”

Joseph Sedley was twelve years older than his sister Amelia. He
was in the East India Company’s Civil Service and occupied a lucra-
tive post'. He did not live with his family while in London, but had
odgings of his own. The appearance of a lady frightened him beyond
measure. He was as vain’ as a girl. If Miss Rebecca could get the

1. obese: very fat. 4% AL

2, blush: become red in the face. B2

3. as timid as a fawn: as shy as a baby animal. £ /384 &
4. post: position. 28,5

S. vain: without use, value, meaning or result. &R, £ A8
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better of him, she would be a young person of no ordinary clever-
ness.

When the ladies had retired after dinner, Mr Sedley Senior said
to his son, “That girl is interested in you. ”

“Oh, nonsense,” said Jos but his modes esty' came rushmg up up-
on him with uncontrollable force and he fled” the house.

~ Poor Jos’ panic lasted for two or three days; during which he did
not visit the house, nor during that period did Miss Rebecca mention
his name. She was all respectful gratitude to Mrs Sedley and she
laughed at Mr Sedley’s jokes with cordiality.

It was on the day when Jos Sedley made his second appear-
ance that Amelia reminded him of his promise to take her to
Vauxhall.

“The girls must each have a gentleman,” said her father. “Ask
George Osborne if he’ll come. ” )

Osborne was Sedley’s godson, and had been one of the family all
his life. By the time George arrived, however, a thunder storm had
come on and the young people had to remain at home.

“Let us have some music, Amelia,” said George who felt an al-
most irresistible’ impulse® to hold this woman in his arms.

“There is no need to ask family secrets,” said Miss Sharp.
“Their relationship appears obvious. ”

“] imagine soon they will marry,” said Joseph.

Mr Sedley found himself talking, without the least timidity, to a
person of the other sex. And as he talked on, he grew quite bold,
and actually had the audacity to ask Miss Rebecca for whom she was

HOTES
1. modesty: state of being modest. kit
2. flee: run away (from). #ye, 37
3. irresistible: too strong, convincing, delightful, etc. to be resisted.
T AL
4. impulse: sudden inclination to act without thinking about the result.
il
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knitting the green silk purse.

“For anyone who wants a purse,” replied Miss Rebecca, looking
at him in the most gentle winning way. She was determined to never
go on to the Crawley’s.

Chapter 3
Dobbin of Ours

It was the day of the Vauxhall party. Lieutenant Osborne, upon arri-
ving at Russell Square, said to the ladies, “ Mrs Sedley, Ma’am', I
hope you have room; I've asked Dobbin of ours to dine here, and go
with us to Vauxhall. ” Dobbin and George had a lifetime friendship that
started when they were in school. William Dobbin and George Osborne
had served together in the West Indies and in Canada.

When Captain Dobbin arrived, there were only four places at the
table and Dobbin knew he had been forgotten so he strolled® off. Jos,
who was not at all fond of him, was in his glory. He ate and drank
the greater part of the punch on the table. The consequence was an
astonishing liveliness. :

“For Heaven’s sake, Jos, let us get up and go,’
and the women rose when Dobbin appeared.

“Where have you been?” Osborne said. “Take charge of Jos
here. He has too much to drink. I'll take the ladies to the carriage. ”
Captain Dobbin induced’ him to leave the gardens and put him in a
carriage that deposited him safely at his lodgings.

George Osborne conducted* the girls home and when the door was

cried Osborne

1. Ma’am: abbreviation of the word Madam. % A
2. stroll: walk. # %

3. induce: persuade or influence. #i%

4. conduct: lead or guide. f2 4+
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closed upon them, Amelia looked ruefully’ at her friend and went to bed.

“He must propose’ tomorrow,” thought Rebecca. And so
thought Amelia, too. Oh, ignorant young creatures! How little do you
know the effect of punch!

The next morning found Sedley in agony. Dobbin was already in
the room when George arrived.

“How are you, Sedley?” said George. “Do you remember sing-
ing a song called your dearest diddle-diddle’ darling?” Osborne pur-
sued his advantage pitilessly. “Who's this little school-girl? The
family’s low enough already without her. She is a governess. You
must let her know her station. ”

All that day Jos never came.

The next day, as the two ladies sat on the sofa, Sambo came into
the room with a note on his tray. Amelia trembled as she opened it.

“Dear Amelia, I leave town today for Cheltenham. Excuse me to
Miss Sharp for my conduct at Vauxhall and tell her to forget every word
I may have said. As soon as I have recovered, I shall go to Scotland for
some months.

Truly yours,
JOS SEDLEY.”

It was the death warrant’*. All was over. Amelia dropped the let-
ter into her friend’s lap and went upstairs to her room. It became very
clear that Rebecca should depart. Amelia collected presents for her
and she even made George Osborne contribute’ .

“That's George’s present to you, Rebecca dear,” said Amelia.
“There’s nobody like him. ”

1. ruefully: showing sorrow or pity. iR Fli L
2. propose: make an offer of marriage. X1i&
3. diddle-diddle: move rapidly up and down. Here is a nonsense word
often used in rhymes. 55 R ¥ &
4. warrant: justification. 3% %
5. contribute: help to bring about; give help, money, ideas, suggestion,etc. i #




“Nobody,” Rebecca answered. She was thinking in her heart,
“It was George Osborne who prevented my marriage. ” George was
her enemy.

Finally came the parting with Rebecca promising to love her
friend forever.

Chapter 4

Crawley of Queen’s Crawley

Among the most respected of the names in the Court-Guide, there
was that of Crawley, Sir Pitt, Baronet, Great Gaunt Street, and
Queen’s Crawley, Hants.

Sir Pitt was first to marry Grizzel who brought him two sons: Pitt
and Rawdon Crawley. Many years later, he married Rosa, by whom
he had two daughters. Miss Rebecca Sharp was now engaged as
governess for these two girls. '

Having passed through Gaunt Square, the carriage stopped at
a tall gloomy' house. On entering the dining room Rebecca said
majestically’, “ Where is Sir Pitt Crawley?”

“I'm Sir Pitt Crawley. Someone go get another chair from the
kitchen and then we’ll have a bit of supper. ”

After dinner, instructing’ Miss Sharp to be ready at five in'the
morning, he wished her good night.

At four o’clock, Rebecca was woken and a coach summoned’.
As soon as Rebecca and Sir Pitt were seated, the coach was on its
way to Queen’s Crawley.

1. gloomy: having a dark, sad appearance. ¥ i
2. majestically: having, showing nobleness. & Jt#
3. imstruet: give orders or directions to. b

4. summon: call. 3%
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As soon as Rebecca was settled at Queen’s Crawley, she wrote a
long letter to Amelia and related all that had transpired since they
were parted. She described her sadness and the Crawley family, and
wrote of Sir Pitt’s crudeness and stinginess' in detail and finally she
signed it “ever and ever your own, Rebecca.”

® k%

Everything considered, I think it is quite well for our dear Ame-
lia Sedley that Miss Sharp and she are parted. Rebecca is a strange
creature and the descriptions in her letter are very smart, but please
remember that this history has “Vanity Fair” as a title, and that Van-
ity Fair’is a very vain, wicked, foollsh place, full of all sorts of hum-
bugs’ and falsenesses. -

Chapter 5
Miss Sharp Begins to Make Friends

Now being received as a member of the Crawley family, it became
naturally Rebecca’s duty to make herself agreeable to her benefac-
tors’. She wisely determined to render’ her postion with the Queen’s
Crawley family comfortable and secure.

Lady Crawley was so indolent that Rebecca found it was not nec-
essary to cultivate her. With the young people it was pretty simple.
She did not pester’ their young brains with too much learning. With
Mr Crawley, Miss Sharp was respectful and obedient. She found many

M

1. stinginess: meanness with money. %, &

2. humbug: impostor. Ik T

3. benefactor: person who has given friendly help, esp. financial help.
#uk, BA ‘

4. render: make. 34t 5 LT

5, pester: annoy; trouble. Mt

AR &D &F



