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Oscar

Awards

B F&HE

The Academy Awards(known as Oscar Awards) are the most prominent film
awards in the United States. The Awards are granted by the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, which was created in May of 1927 to
promote films. The academy began with 36, members with the actor Douglas
Fairbanks as its first president.

The Academy created the golden trophy to honor performances by the
industry's leading actors, actresses and directors. George Stanley was
selected to design the statuette —the figure of a knight standing on a reel of
film, hands gripping a sword. The Academy's world-renowned statuette was
born.

Since the first awards ceremony in 1928, nearly 3,000 trophies have been
handed out. The early editions of the statues were bronze, but during World
War II's metal shortage, the trophies were made of plaster. Those were later
redeemed for the now gold-plated ones.

Academy Awards are nicknamed "Oscars", which is also the nickname of
the statuette. The origin of the statuette's name is unclear. Legend has it that
when Margaret Herrick, Academy librarian in 1931, saw the statuette on a
table and said: "It looks just like my uncle Oscar!". After hearing that by
chance, one reporter next
door wrote in his article :
"The staff of the Academy
nicknamed the statuette as
'Oscar'!" Thus, the name
became popular.The
Academy itself didn't use the
nickname officially until
1939.

The awards were first
given at a banquet in the

2 sEmAnmE
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Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel on May 16, 1929 but there was little suspense
since the winners of the awards had already been announced three months
earlier on February 18. Furthermore, at the first awards ceremony, which
lasted just 15 minutes, there were only 15 statues handed out. Carried
initially by radio, the Academy Awards were first televised in 1953 in black
and white, making the jump to color in 1966. These years, the ceremony is
also carried on the Internet.

Ceremonies were delayed in 1938 because of heavy flooding, in 1968 after
the assassination of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, and in 1981
after assassination attempt on one-time actor and then president Ronald
Reagan.

Here are some reviews on the 74th and 76th Oscar Awards.

74th Oscar: minority groups challenge industry

Denzel Washington and Halle Berry made history with Academy Award wins,
and for many, it was a sweet victory, long past due. Nonetheless, minority
groups say diversity must extend beyond Hollywood's glamour night
and include other groups such as Asians, Hispanics and American Indians.

"If this is a sign that Hollywood is finally ready to give opportunity and
judge performance based on skill and not on skin color, then it is a good
thing," said Kweisi Mfume, president of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

"However, if this proves to be a momentary flash in a long history of neglect,
then Hollywood has failed to learn the real
meaning of equality."

But seeing the two winners on stage with
the evening's African-American emcee (the
often acid-tongued Whoopi Goldberg) on a
night when Sidney Poitier was one of the
honorary award winners, made quite a
statement. The double victory for Washington
and Berry - who became the first Blacks to win
the best actor and the best actress trophies in
a single year - was one of those symbolic
triumphs that signal social watersheds, even
though their recognition was for the kinds of

4 smmmzma
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roles they played as much as for
dknight-Return: the facts of their race.

i In 1939, when Hattie McDaniel
became the first African-American
actor to win an Oscar for Gone With
the Wind, it was a bittersweet
victory. McDaniel's role was
blasted by progressive African-
American groups, and she was
straitjacketed for much of the rest
of her career in similar, stereotyped
roles.

Now Washington has won for his
part as Alonzo Harris in the violent
police thriller Training Day, playing
a charismatic but corrupt narcotics
detective who bullies his narcotics
squad trainee while ruling the roost
in a Los Angeles battle zone. Berry
beats the field for her steamy part in Monster's Ball as Leticia Musgrove, a
Southern mother doubly bereaved —by the execution of her husband and the
car-accident death of her son.

Both movies are frank, verbally profane and violent. They show things
unshowable in the time of Gone With the Wind or even 20 or 30 years later.

But mostly, they showed that African —Americans could be portrayed onscreen
as complex human beings — partly good, partly bad — rather than the bigot-
fodder of decades ago: the cardboard villains, comical personas or long-
suffering saints and mammies of Hollywood's Golden Age. That battle, at
least onscreen, was settled long ago. But this year's double Oscar seals the

Herch 24, 2002

contract.

Nonetheless, some organizations say minorities will have power in front of
the camera only when there is more minority representation behind the
scenes as directors, writers and producers.

Washington became the first Black man to be named best leading actor
since Sidney Poitier for Lilies of the Field. Now that a trail has been blazed for
Blacks, he suggested, other minority actors must continue to fight for more
significant roles.

"I don't recall seeing any Asian-Americans, women or men, being

6 sEmmzma
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recognized and not too many Latin Americans," Washington said, "So there is
still a lot of work (to be done)."
76th Oscar: Many first-time Winners

"The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King" won 11 Academy Awards
atthe 76thAcademy Awards.

Before "Rings" , the record for a film winning all its nominations was nine, set
by "The Last Emperor" (1988). "Rings" tied both "Ben-Hur" (1959) and
"Titanic" (1997) with its 11 awards, the record for most Oscars in a single year.
"Rings" is also the first fantasy film to win the top award.

Aside from best picture and director, the awards "Return of the King" won
were: adapted screenplay, song, score, visual effects, art direction, costume
design, makeup, sound mixing and film editing.

In the acting categories, all the winners took home their first Oscars.
Charlize Theron was named best actress for her performance as the
prostitute turned serial killer in "Monster", and Sean Penn collected the Best
actor trophy for his role in "Mystoc Rove".

Theron gained 30 pounds (13.6 kg) and transformed herself from a blonde-
haired beauty into a troubled killer in the role of a prostitute who murdered the
men who picked her up. "This has been such an
incredible year. | can’t believe this."she said.

After several misses in past years, Penn finally
- got his best actor Oscar by playing a Boston thug
who suspects a childhood friend of killing his
i daughter. The friend was portrayed by Tim Robbins
and he, too, taking home the Oscar for best
supporting actor for the movie.

Renee Zellweger received the best supporting
actress award for her role as a tough-talking farm
girl in "Cold Mountain". Last year, Zellweger was
nominated for her performance in "Chicago" but
lost out to "Cold Mountain" co-star Nicole Kidman.

8 sEmunmE
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