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Abstract

Mao Zedong is the son of China, and also the son of Hunan. Hu-
nan is Mao’s hometown. He was born and growing up at the place
where he worked, studied, lived, and started his revolution. He
spent his most valuable and important time in Hunan, and became
well-known for the whole nation and the world. As a military strate-
gist, Mao’s military thought and his revolutionary activities were close-
ly related to Hunan’s social environment, long history as well as cul-
ture. So when we study our great military strategist Mao Zedong and
his military thought, it is importiant to start with his early experience
and find out the inevitable relationship between himself and Xiang

culture.

Part 1

Xiang culture, which is an important part of Chinese traditional
culture, originates in Mao’s military thought. Especially the basic
spirit of Xiang culture, is the origin of Mao’s military thought which
has been handing down generation by generation from Wang Chuan
shan, Wei Yuan and Zeng Guofan to Huang Xing, Cai E and many
people in the few hundreds years, gave Mao Zedong the very impor-
tant materials to form his military thought. However, there is a very
close relationship between the appearance of Mao’s military thought
and the great heritages of military thought left by both Chinese and
foreign history. Mao’s military thought was not only the combination of
Marxism with the practice of Chinese revolution, but also those splen-
did military thoughts both in China and foreign country, which has
absorbed the military thought from old times and modern times criti-
cally. But when we research the development and transformation of

Hunan’s culture during latest 300 years, it is very easy to find from
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Wang Chuanshan to Mao Zedong, who were two of the greatest philos-
ophers of Chinese history, many similarities in their philosophy and
military thoughi. Many history works by Wang Chuanshan are the
classical summery of the Chinese military theories which have inheri-
ted and developed the military theories of ancient China. The Xiang
army, which was led by Zeng Guofan, practiced and developed
Wang’s military thoughts successfully. Zeng Guofan, Hu Lingyi, Zuo
Zongtang, Huang Xing, Cai E, Lin Xiumei, their military thoughts,
which were formed from practicing in the war, had a great impact on
military activities from late Qing period to even Zhong Hua. Especial-
ly in some aspects of military establishing, managing and operation,
they established some guiding principles, which were highly praised
by those military strategists later. We can say from Wang Chuanshan
to Mao Zedong, the history of military thought that Xiang culture
showed over 300 years shares the same origin. Mao’s military thought
is not only the great combination of Mao and his comrades, but also
his experience in many wars both in China and abroad. Mao was
greatly inspired by the military thoughts of Wang and others. So we
say the Xiang culture played a very important role in forming Mao’s

military thought.

Part 2

Mao was deeply edified by Xiang culture when he was young.
The unique Xiang culture had a long and profound relationship with
Mao and his military thought. Hunan’s culture and customs was with
him all the times and made a subtle impact on Mao’s social emotion,
the maturity of mind and the formation of his thoughts. The popular
custom of Hunan is so strong that is mainly because of Hunanese mar-
tial spirit. This spirit strengthened his stubborn character and psy-
chology, which were resolute and active. German geologist, Lishi-
hefen, visited China for many times during late 19th century, to ex-
amine different characteristics of different areas and nationalities. He
evaluated Hunanese like this, “ martial spirit is outstanding, and
Jiangxi people don’t have a vigorous character like that of Hunanese.

Honesty , faithfulness, strength, self-realization and rebelling spirit



are the main characters of the people living in Hunan province. "

Mao Zedong, who came from a farmer’s family, shared the same
feelings with Chinese farmers. Being edified by farmers’ culture for a
long time, Mao has deeply been influenced by the ideology of the
farmers. The living environment exerted an imperceptibly influence to
him. Mao could feel in his heart that Chinese farmers’ suffering and
their desire from the villagers living in Shaoshan. In his revolutionary
practices from then on, he paid a particular attention to farmers’ prob-
lem. There are something in his military thought such as Chinese rev-
olution war and farmers, army-establishing and farmers, surrounding
the cities from rural area and so on, which are from his painstaking
investigation and research to farmers all over the country.

In the modern history, Maos’ family had the tradition of joining
in the army. In the 50 years before Mao Zedong was born, there is an
upsurgence of joining in the army. After the Xiang army appeared,
shaoshan, which is close to the hometown of Zeng Guofan, hundreds
of people joined in the Xiang army. According to Maos’ genealogy,
there are 60 people in Maos who had died or promoted in the army.
Mao Zedong’s father Mao Shunsheng and uncle Mao Luzhong, both
had experience in army. Mao Youqin, Mao Zhengmin, Mao Enyi,
they even have been the military chief given by Qing government.
Some scholars had done some statistics on the Mao people who had
been government officials. Most of them are military leader. This
spirit which handed down by older Maos had affect Mao Zedong very
much. When he was a young man, he has joined the New Army of
Xinhai Revolution, later he led the Harvest uprising, went to Jing-
gang Mont, and found the people’s army. All these things he had
done, that is mainly because of Mao’s family’s martial spirit.

Young Mao Zedong was interested in history, geography and mil-
itary strategies, and later started studying them. He had read many
articles of Wang Chuanshan, Zeng Guofan and studied them in detail.
He admired Zeng’s achievements on managing army and academic re-
search. In Mao’s Class Notes, there are many things about history,
geography and military. He also had written about the greatest militar-

y strategists both in China and foreign countries, such as Yi Yin, Cao
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Cao, Sun Quan, Zhuge Liang, Sun Wu, Wu Qi, Guan Zhong, Shang
Yang, Fan Li, Wang Chuanshan, Zeng Guofan, Zuo Zongtang, and
Caeser, Napoleon. Mao Zedong paid so much attention to the military
research , that’s why he shows his great ability in military command-
ment when he was only a young man. When he was the chairman of
the students association of the First Teacher’s College in 1917, he led
the student army to do some military training. At that time, when mil-
itary lords were fighting in Hunan, Mao Zedong led the student army
to capture weapons from 3 000 soldiers. After then, his teachers and
classmates praised him for his bravery. Someone gave him a nick-
name—NMolike. Affected by his teacher Yang Changji, young Mao
Zedong became very interested in military strategy. His preliminary
military research mainly trained him to become the leader of the
people’s army, and then form the thought which guides people’s wars.

In some meanings, Hunan is the birthplace of Mao’s military thought.

Part 3

Mao Zedong Military Thought, as a scientific system, has varied
contents, mainly including (the) thought of military philosophy, the
people’s war, the construction of the people’s army, the strategy on
the people’s war and the national defence instruction as well. Xiang
culture has provided a solid foundation for its various contents. This
essay is based on the comparison of the contents of Mao’s Military
Thought with the culiure and thus shows the close links between the
two.

To study our great military strategist Mao Zedong, and try to
practice his military thought is our responsibilities. The Chinese na-
tion is full of the tradition of military theoretical thought. Her great
military culture has played a very imporiant role in the history of mili-
tary thought all over the world. The Chinese military thought becomes
famous in the world due to his exquisite art of war. China has been
given the laudatory title of the Nation of Art of War. During the 5-
thousand-year history of China, million of wars have been put down in
writings. The brilliant contribution they made in military thought is a
plentiful heritage. We study the relationship between Mao’s military



thought and Xiang military culture, in order to explore, arrange and
protect our national wealth of spirit.

It is perspective to research that we must pay more attention to
when we study Mao and his military thought in view of regional cul-
ture. Xiang culture is an important part of Chinese traditional culture.
However, it’s not only the result of the only area, but also the integra-
tion of essence from ancient Saints with those various schools of
thought. We can say Xiang culture is the summit of Chinese culture.
The relationship between them is the one between particularity and u-
niversality. Though the Xiang culture has its own character, and it
was different from different period, it is a part of Chinese culture that
can not be separated, and it made a huge contribution to the develop-
ment and thriving of Chinese culture. Xiang culture in modern history
which affects the Chinese modern and contemporary history most
makes the world focus their attentions upon it. Scholars said that on
the three historical periods of Academic Practicality—Reform—Revo-
lution, Xiang culture made such a huge contribution and received the
greatest reputation of the achievements in the modern China. With the
development of modern Xiang culture, there comes a succession of
talents on the historic stage of modern China. Hunan is the place
where Mao was born and growing up. The traditional culture and cul-
tural customs have a closer relationship with Mao. So it affects him
more directly. We can say Mao is a giant growing up under Xiang cul-
ture influence. The study of Xiang culture is the not only a new way
for the reseach on Mao’s military thoughts, but also a key to find out
the historic mistery: “The kingdom of Chu, is the unique home for

talents., The academy of Yuelu, is the very cradle of all. ”

Key words: Xiang culture Mao Zedong Military thoughts
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