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Principle of Life

ature is short,
jell spent is eternc

A brief introduction to the topic

As graduates who are most probably in our 20s or 30s and who are getting more and
more mature and rational, we will inevitably meditate on the principle of life. What kind
of outlook on life and the world shall we adopt? How shall we treat our family members,
relatives, friends, and even strangers? What is happiness and how to obtain it? What kind
of actions shall we take to live a worthwhile life? And what shall we do as individuals to

contribute more to society? All these issues will be more or less delved into in this unit.

WAR.M_-UP |

E Listen to a speech about an honest house inspector and answer the questions in
the following table with the information you hear.

Vocabulary

O property n. something owned or possessed; especially a piece of real estate =, JLH

BB
e.g. my country property
O deposit 7. something, such as money, that is entrusted for safekeeping, as in a bank 84
B (BITESRATE) MR (FIInEsE)
O unzip v. to open or unfasten by means of a zipper or become unzipped HiFFhiE
O bill 7. a piece of legal paper money 4K i
O heir n. the person who has the legal right to receive the property or title of another person

when they die 4k& A

Principle of Life ’ y



e.g. John was the sole heir to the vast estate.
heir to the throne (=the person who will become king or queen)
O estate n. all of someone’s property and money, especially everything that is left after they
die 7™, 8=
(real) estate agent = someone whose business is to buy and sell houses or land for people
O erook n. informal a dishonest person or a criminal I
e.g. The crooks got away across the park.

Teaching tips

= This activity is designed to develop the ability to take notes. Make sure that students have
already previewed the words and expressions listed above and get well-prepared to listen
to the speech. Teachers can also help by presenting their own explanations.

= Before listening to the speech, offer students enough time to read the questions in the
table and tell students that answers will be checked after the listening.

= At the end of the listening, instruct students to ask each other questions listed and then

answer them.

Audio script

Edmund inspects houses for a living. His job is to find hidden problems in houses that are
being sold.

Once when he was inspecting a property in New Hampshire, he came across some old
papers—and four bank deposit bags in a drawer.

Edmund unzipped a bag and found several $100 bills. He opened the second bag, and
there were still more $100 bills. He didn’t bother unzipping the third or fourth. He called out
to the property agent. “He had us come in and get it. He didn’t want anything to do with it,”
said Lewis, the agent. “He could just as well have put it in his pocket.”

Lewis finally got in touch with the previous owner. The grand total in the drawer was
right at $20,000.

One of the heirs to the estate sent Edmund a $50 reward. But the honest inspector
immediately said that money would go to a charity. When people asked him if it crossed his
mind to take the money, he said he never even thought about it. “That’s the nature of my

business,” he said. “You’re in people’s houses. There’s no room for crooks there.”

Graduate Engli i i and Speaking (2)
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1. What is Edmund’s job? 1. A house inspector.
2. What was it that Edmund came across|2. Some old papers—and four bank

when inspecting a property? deposit bags.
3. What did Edmund do when he found the | 3. He called out to the property agent.
bills?
4. How much money was found there in the |4. Right at $20,000.
drawer?
5. What did Edmund do when he got the $50 | 5. He gave that reward to a charity.
reward?

C”_Q :B—_l Listen to the speech again and discuss the following question.

Teaching tips

=> This activity is optional in class and can be assigned as homework.

= Give students three minutes to think about the question and talk to each other.

= Invite some students to share their views with the whole class.

=> Have a summary of the answers to the question by referring to the answer in teachers’ book.

Possible answer for reference

How would you deal with the money if you were in Edmund’s shoes?

Well, we have to admit that saying is one thing, and doing is another. So I can just
imagine if I were put in Edmund’s place, the most probable choice I will make is to retain my
clear conscience.

Perhaps we should ponder over why most of the virtues that used to be cherished by us
human beings fade away with the passage of time and development of our civilization. From
where I stand, the remedy to the problem lies in ourselves. Therefore, each one of us needs to
think more of our fellow beings and be less egocentric.

I’ve come across some perfect liars who accidentally betrayed themselves. Later I came to
the conclusion that liars and immoral persons are doomed to punishment. Thereafter, I made
my choice to be a totally honest person in principle and pursue the goal set by Montaigne that
everything I do could be open to public without shame. Thus, Edmund’s choice should be the

choice made by the majority rather than the minority in this society.

Principle of Life
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Listening to a conversation

m Listen to a conversation between Rogers and William. After the conversation,
al In $ : ; :
some questions will be asked about what has been said. Write down a short answer
to each question.

Vocabulary

Oban v. to prohibit, especially by official decree £ |-, J35HE H&d

Teaching tips

=> Explain the task and go over new words and expressions. Get students informed that there
is a controversy between Rogers and William about the restrictions of smoking in public

places.
= Ask the following questions as a lead-in for students to anticipate briefly what is going to

be talked about in the conversation.

—Do you smoke?
—What do you think of smoking in public as a smoker or nonsmoker?
—What do you think of restricting smoking or even prohibiting smoking?
= The skills mainly practised in this part are listening for details and listening for the

speakers’ opinions and attitudes through inference.

Audio script

William:
Rogers:
William:

Rogers:
William:

Rogers:

William:

), Graduate Enalish ,Listeni

Hi, Rogers.

Hi, William. What’s happening?

Nothing much. I’'m just watching a debate on TV. It’s about banning smoking in
public buildings.

Oh, yeah. Um, what do you think about it?

Well, I don’t think people should be allowed to smoke in public places, so I support
the ban. Besides, I am a nonsmoker.

Really? I’'m surprised. I’m a smoker, so I should have the right to smoke whenever
I want.

But don’t you think that nonsmokers have rights, too?

and Seqlgjng (2)



Rogers: Sure. You don’t have to smoke if you don’t want to. What else is the problem?
William: Well, I think that I should have the right not to breathe smoke.
Rogers: So why can’t you just go outside if it bothers you?
William: T could ask you the same question. Why can’t smokers just go outside if they want
to smoke? )
Rogers: Well, smoking is part of my life style. I can think better if I have a cigarette.
William: So, I can breathe better if I don’t have to breathe smoke. Besides, smoking is bad
for your health. Doctors say that even breathing second-hand smoke can cause
cancer.
Rogers: Well, I'm a smoker, and I am in a good health.
William: Yes, but will it be good in fifteen years, in twenty years?
Rogers: I hope so.
William: I hope so, too. Listen, I think we’ll just have to agree or disagree about this subject.
Do you want to watch the debate with me?

Rogers: Sure. Then we can go on our own debate.

Possible answers for reference

1. What does William think of banning smoking in public buildings?

He supports the ban because he is a nonsmoker and doesn’t think people should be
allowed to smoke in public places.

2. What was Rogers surprised at?
Rogers was surprised that William was a nonsmoker and that he supported the ban.

3. Is Rogers a smoker or nonsmoker?

He is a smoker.

llmll B Listen to the conversation again and choose the best answer from the four choices

given to each question you hear.

Teaching tips

=> This listening activity is designed for students to practise how to infer according to the

context and how to locate specific information.
o> Ask students to read the multiple choices for the four questions quickly before listening to

the conversation.

Pt;inciEle of Life , 5



= Let the students listen to the conversation and write down any key word or expression
they think important to finish the task.
=> Ask students to check the answers among themselves and explain why they choose them

as answers.

Key

1. What was William doing when Rogers came?
A) He was listening to a radio program.
B) He was watching a TV program.
C) He was debating with a smoker.
D) He was smoking in the room.

2. What is the main topic of the debate?
A) Cigarettes should be sold in a restricted way.
B) Cigarettes should not be sold in public places.
C) Cigarettes should not be smoked in the room.

D) Cigarettes should not be smoked in public places.

3. According to the conversation what right does William want to have?
A) The right to smoke in order to think better.
B) The right to maintain his life style.

C) The right not to breathe smoke.

D) The right to smoke whenever he wants.

4. Which of the following is NOT true about Rogers?
A) He will take doctors’ advice.
B) He is in a good health now.
C) Smoking is a part of his life style.
D) He will ask others to go outside if his smoking bothers them.

Listening to a passage

llmll E Listen to the following passage about the attitude to life. Take notes to get
information for the following questions. Then discuss in pairs to check the

answers.

Land Opesking (2)



Vocabulary

O insight n. a sudden clear understanding of something, especially something complicated
(LM RRERR) UG, &4
e.g. The article gives us a real insight into the causes of the present economic crisis.
The research provides new insights into the way we process language.
O water v. to produce tears from the eyes it{H
e.g. Chopping onions makes my eyes water.
O make the most out of: to gain the greatest possible advantage from something.
e.g. Charming and friendly, she will help you make the most of your visit.
advice on how to get the most out of your computer
O scent n. a pleasant smell that something has R
e.g. the yellow rose with a lovely scent
the sweet scent of ripe fruit
O breeze n. a gentle wind i X\
e.g. flowers waving in the breeze
O the stuff of life: exactly the kind of thing that life consists of 4= 7 ] A 2%
O file out: to walk somewhere in a line HEBAHE A
e.g. We began to file out into the car park.
O make an impression on sb.: to make someone admire or remember you i+ -+ jifE -+

Teaching tips

=> Get students familiar with the words and expressions listed above for better understanding
of the story.

=> Instruct students to read the questions first to practice the skill of anticipation before the
actual listening. The given information in the question will orientate students to follow the
main stream of the story.

=> The teacher can organize an open discussion for Question 6.

Audio script

Cherish Life
I had a teacher in high school many years ago whose husband unexpectedly died suddenly
of a heart attack. About a week after his death, she shared some of her insights with us. With
a gentle look of reflection on her face, she paused and said, “Before class is over, I would like
to share with you a thought that is unrelated to class, but which I feel is very important. Each

Princi ple of Life



of us is put here on earth to learn, share, love, appreciate and give of ourselves. And none of
us knows when this fantastic experience will end. It can be taken away at any moment. So we

must make the most out of every single day.”

Her eyes beginning to water, she went on, “So I would like you all to make me a promise.
From now on, on your way to school, or on your way home, find something beautiful to
notice. It doesn’t have to be something you see. It could be a scent, or a sound of the breeze.
Please, look for these things, and cherish them. These things are the “stuff” of life. We must
make it important to notice them, for at any time, it can all be taken away.”

The class was completely quiet. Then we filed out of the room silently. That afternoon, I
noticed more things on my way home than I had that whole semester. Every once in a while,
I think of that teacher and remember what an impression she made on all of us, and I try to
appreciate all of those things that sometimes we all overlook. For as we get older, it is not the
things we did that we often regret, but the things we didn’t do.

Possible answers for reference

1. What made the teacher want to share with her students her thought?
The unexpected and sudden death of her husband made the teacher want to share with the

students her thought.

2. What did the teacher consider important and want her students to know?

Our parents give us life. We grow to learn, to share, to love. Life is a fantastic experience.
But it will also end suddenly, unexpectedly. So we must make the most out of every single

day.

3. What promise did the teacher want the students to make?

The promise is to find something beautiful to notice and to cherish them because these
things are the “stuff” of life.

4. According to the passage, what could be described as the “stuff” of life in addition to

what we see?

According to the passage, the “stuff” of life could be something beautiful you see, a scent

or even a sound of breeze.

5. For what do we regret when we get older?

When we get older, we often regret those things that we didn’t do.




