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ég 1. Curie and Poincare to the Federal
¢ Institute of Technology® at Zurich®
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Original text ‘

[ —

Herr® Einstein is one of the most original minds @
that we have ever met. In spite of his youth he already
occupies a very honorable position among the foremost
savants of his time. What we marvel at® him, above all, is
the ease with which he adjusts himself to © new
conceptions and draws all possible deductions from
them@. He does not cling to classical principles, but
sees all conceivable possibilities when he is confronted
with @ a physical problem. In his mind this becomes
transformed into ® an anticipation of new phenomena
that may some day be verified? in actual experience.

The future will give, more and more proofs of @ the
merits of Herr Einstein, and the University that
succeeds in attaching him to itself may be certain that it
will derive honor from its connection with the young

%25@3 master.

Henri Poincare
Marie Curie
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ﬂ Original text

The little that | could do, in a long life favored by
external circumstances ¥ to deepen our physical
knowledge, has brought me so much praise that for a
long time | have felt rather more embarrassed than
elated®. But from you there comes a token of esteem®
that fills me with pure joy—joy about the great deeds
that our Jewish people have accomplished within a few
generations, under exceptionally difficult conditions, by
itself alone, through boundless courage and
immeasurable sacrifices. The University which twenty-
seven years ago was nothing but a dream and a faint
hope, this University is a living thing, a home of free
learning and teaching and happy brotherly work.? There
it is, on the soil that our people have liberated under
great hardships; there it is, a spiritual center of a
flourishing and buoyant community whose
accomplishments have finally met with the universal
recognition they deserved.

In this last period of the fulfilment of our dreams
there was but one thing that weighed heavily upon me:
the fact that we were compelled by the adversities® of
our situation to assert our rights© through force of
arms:; it was the only way to avert complete annihilation®.
The wisdom and moderation the leaders of the new
state have shown gives me confidence, however, that
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gradually relations will be established with the Arab

Ry 2T
o

people that are based on fruitful cooperation and mutual

£ respect and trust. For this is the only means through
?g which both peoples can attain true independence from
= the outside world.
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