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Holy Place of Buddhist Kingdom and
Fantastic Masterpiece of Nature

With the fame of “Buddhist Kingdom amidst sea
and sky, and the most sacred and pure place in the
world” , Mount Putuo is the sole place where
Kwan-yin’ s rites are performed. From Tang and
Song Dynasty, Buddhism here became more and
more prosperous, which forms the flourishing vision
of “floating clouds consisting of tribute ships” on
Lotus Sea and “ shading sunshine by incense
boats” in Holy Place at Duangu. From old times to
now, thousands of literati leave their odes in praise
of Mount Putuo here. The poem lines “Kwan-yin is
reluctant to go while passing through here, and the
holy mountain Putuo emerged from the ocean” ,
written by Kang Youwei, describe the perfect
unification of Kwan-yin and Mount Putuo, so it’ s
really worthy of the name “Holy Place of Buddhist
Kingdom and Complete Masterpiece of Nature” .

| have admired Mount Putuo for a long time, but |
have not the honor to visit it personally until last
year. Up to now, the Buddhist sound and beautiful
scenery there still linger in my head. As the holy
place of Buddhism, Mount Putuo has not only

“Three Treasures of Dependence” , but “ three
temples” , “three stones” and “three caves” ,
all of which form its wonderful beauties with old
temples, magnificent palaces, exotic rocks and
deep caves. At the moment, climbing the mountain
and facing to the sea which is not influenced by the
great waves at all, you will forget both yourself and
things around. So it s praised as “ While
mentioning the mountain which combines the great
natures of sea, Mount Putuo shall be the first one to
be recommended” .

The literary quotation “ Fifty-three Visits” in
sutra tells the story of that Child Shancai used to
overcome hardness and difficulties to visit fifty-three
intelligents and finally be enlightened by Kwan-yin
Bodhisattva. The story advocates the knowledge
view of achievement orientation, wisdom view of
cultivation both inside and outside, tolerance view of
self-humbleness and praising others, Buddhism
view of following and serving the mass, propagation

view of benefiting and cheering people and so on.
The fifty-three intelligents include Kwan-yin
Bodhisattva, Manjusri Bodhisattva, Samantabhadra
Bodhisattva, Maitreya Bodhisattva, Child, Boat
Master, Doctor, Pharmaceutist and others, but no
matter they are monastery or not, humble or elegant,
man or woman, old or young, they embody the
variety and inclusiveness of cultivation manners in
Buddhism.

In view of the “ Fifty-three Visits” , this book
selected fifty three holy traces of Kwan-yin which is
also known as “ Fifty-three Show” and “ Fifty-
three Visits” . In spite of not correspondingly one by
one, from the perspective of cultivation and learning,
they have high compatibility which means that
people shall feel the essence of Buddhism and find
the truth of life by visiting and learning. Just as
master Yinguang (a famous Buddhist) said: Man’ s
knowledge can only be broadened by visiting and
touring, whereas the famous holy mountains are the
best places for such learning.

During the journey of Mount Putuo, | used to visit

“ The first nunnery amidst sea and sky” -
Yuantong Nunnery, where my heart is purified and
enlightened by its great beauty. Looking up to the
sky, | suddenly feel that the light of Buddhism
iluminates all and understand the meaning of

“ Fantastic Masterpiece of Nature” . From the
deep heart, | apperceive the complete unification of
Buddhism spirit and landscape of Mount Putuo, and
finally know the supplement relationship between
visiting and learning. Taking Child Shancai as the
guide, we shall comprehend Buddhism and benefit
others by advocating the spirit of “ Fifty-three
Visits” and following the fifty-three traces on Mount
Putuo. In this way, we can live without world worries
and finally find the pure land of Buddhist Kingdom,
thus we can practise spiritual pilgrim from our deep
heart. So, in my opinion, this is the very reason why
Director Jiang Baohua titles this book with “ Fifty-
three Visits” . And this is taken as preface.

Wang Guohua
October, 2005
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Putuo Mountain, located in the eastern part of Zhoushan archipelago, is 6.5 kilometers far to
Shenjiamen Port on the southwest, 2.5 kilometers far to Zhujiajian Peninsula on the south and close to
the sea on the east. Shaped like a diamond, it is 8.6 kilometers long from north to south and 3.5
kilometers wide from west to east, covering an area of 12.5 square kilometers. Foding Mountain,
located in the center, is the highest among all with a height of 288.2 meters, the west of which locates
the Tea Mountain, the north Fulong Mountain, the east Qinggulei Mountain, the southeast Jinping
Mountain, Liantai Mountain and Baihua Mountain and the southwest Meicen Mountain. The height of
the main mountains ranges from 100-200 meters. Luojia Mountain, with an area of 0.36 square
kilometers and a height 97.1 meters, is 5.3 kilometers away from Putuo Mountain. It is just like a lying
Buddha Sculpture on the sea when you view it from far away.

Putuo Mountain has long been known as “Buddhist Kingdom amidst sea and sky” and “The place
where the Kwan-yin’s rites are performed” with its holy pagodas and unique scenery. Besides the
pleasure which you could get during normal tour you can also enjoy the peace and spirit of the Buddha
here; meanwhile you could learn the profound knowledge about Buddha while listening to the holy
morning ring and evening drum. The temples there are all filled with the enlightenment and spirit of
Buddha, so just come here and bathe in the Buddha’s inspiration,you’ll leave with a peaceful and light
heart.

The charm of the Buddhist Kingdom has also inspired the literati and poets. Journals for the culture
and geology of Putuo can be traced back as early as to Song and Yuan Dynasties, in which the writers
depicted the beautiful scenery of Putuo in either complicated philosophy or graceful poetic words.
Anyway, these journals just depict a general picture of Putuo. Since the 1980s, accompanying with the
Buddhism Renaissance and the development of tour industry, some more newly-edited books, bearing
characters of Tourist Guidebook, appeared, which provide very helpful information for tourists knowing
Putuo and coming to Putuo finally.

Having been in the new century, Putuo Mountain is welcoming more and more tourists from all over
world for visiting and learning, so we edited this book and listed all the 53 main holy sights one by one
for the self-service tourists, in the hope of providing full introduction on the tour routes, accommodation
and food information, and sight details. There’s enough room for the tourist to understand Putuo
Mountain by their own hearts and to find their real “Buddhist Kingdom amidst sea and sky” with their
own eyes.
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lThe Ist visit — Front Mountain Entrance

QU

Out of the Passenger Wharf of Putuo Mountain, you will
see a big square which is built on a reinforced concrete
frame over the sea. East of the square stands a granite
gate which is considered as “Holy spot of Putuo”: it is 7.5
meters high, 18.5 meters wide and §.7 meters deep; and it
is also called Front Mountain Entrance or Rilgrim Entrance.
Beneath the gate there are 3 arches with stone benches in
them. On the front and back of the gate stands a pair of
stone lions respectively, weighing 2.75 tons each. Rebuilt in
May 1990 by the Administrative Bureau of Putuo Mountain
and inscribed by Mr. Sha Menghai , it is the first sight of the
mountain.

@ Tips: Front Mountain Entrance is
150 meters east of the Passenger
Wharf.

® Notice: The ticket for the Front

Mountain Entrance is 110RMB for each
tourist, while 130RMB on Jan. 1st and
2nd, from the 1st day of the Spring
Festival to the 5th, from May 1st to 5th
and from Oct. 1st to 5th. Children not
1.4 meters enough are free of tickets.
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