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Abstract

The Rise and Fall of Yugoslavia mainly consists of five parts:

1) The period of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (1918 —1941) is from its
founding to the eve of the 2nd World War when the Kingdom collapsed. This
period covers the time when the southern Slavs settled in the Balkan Peninsula
and they were enslaved under the rule of Ottoman Empire and Austro-Hungary
Empire, and when the southern Yugoslav nationals established their country
according to their concepts and plans, and this period also saw the Kingdom’s
political and economic life, and its ethnic issue and foreign policy in particular.

2) Yugoslavia during the 2nd World War (1941 —1945). This part gives a
detailed account of the collapse of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and its cause, the
people’s liberation war against fascism under the leadership of the Yugoslav
Communist Party, the establishment of people’s government and their
contributions to the victory of the 2nd World War. It also touches on the mutual
support of the peoples of Yugoslavia and China during the days of their arduous
struggles.

3) Period of the Federal Yugoslavia (1945 — 1989 ). This part stresses
Yugoslavia’s struggle against the Soviet Union in defending its national
independence and sovereignty, emergence of the system of socialist autonomy and

its development, the political, social and economic reforms and the crises which
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happened thereafter, and Tito’s death and his influence, as well as its non-
alignment foreign policy.

4) Period of the Federal Yugoslavia’s breakup (1989 —1992). This part
mainly expounds Federal Yugoslavia’s complicated ethnic and religious issues along
with the relevant Party and government policies, dissolution process of the
Federal Yugoslavia and causes and lessons, unjust attitude of the US and EU
nations toward Yugoslavia crisis and consequences.

' 5) Following the collapse of Yugoslavia, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia,
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia declared their independence and their
political and economic development, and the issue of Kosovo’s unilateral
declaration of independence, and their process of integration into the NATO and
EU.

The theme of this book is to study and discuss the whole process of
Yugoslavia from its founding, rising to its crises and disintegration. During the
2nd World War, Yugoslavia became a heroic nation in the anti-fascist struggle
and its people of all nationalities won the fame of a brave and unyielding people.
Following the end of the 2nd World War, under the leadership of Tito and the
Communist Party of Yugoslavia, Yugoslavia established a federal state followed a
domestic policy of “Brotherhood and Unity” , which stipulates the peoples of all
nationalities, big or small, are equal. It set up a system of creative socialist
autonomy and pursued a non-alignment foreign policy. It kept sustainable
prosperity and stability for 30 years, and won the respect of many countries and
peoples of the world.

At the beginning of the 1990s’, Yugoslavia was greatly affected by the
changes of the socialist system of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe , and soon
started disintegrating under the heavy pressure of both domestic ethnic conflicts
and foreign intervention. This strong federal European country, a “bastion of
socialism” , fell apart at last and came to its end after 80 years of its existence. The
Yugoslavia’s breakup and its influences in Europe and the Balkan region is very

difficult to eliminate until today.
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