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LaSt week | went to Universe City' again. It s
like’ no town in the world. That’s because’ it’s
in the sky—far out in space'. Universe City is the
school for spacemen and spacewomen. Young
people go there” for five years. After that’, they can
work in space. They work in a spaceship, or perhaps
“in a space city.
You get to® Universe City in a spaceship’. The
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journey' takes'' three days now, but that isn’t very
long. Some journeys in space take three years. A
good car must have a good driver, and a good
spaceship must have a good captain'”.

Before my journey last week I asked:

“Who’s the captain of this spaceship?”

” a woman said. “Captain

“Here he is now ",
Fontes.”

“Not Manuel Fontes?”

“Yes,” a man said, behind me.

I looked around.

“Yes,” the man said again. It was Captain



Po R®ZH_ 3

ETERRXET —BERH. XRBFARITHEHR ENET—EEHE, R
NEEXRE AERHNAZRP. RPEE—FMBRFTNRONER. FTEAAD
I 5 FE.RECHRITUERBRIIET . MNTES B LTI B8
AXRESWE T E,

AEXRPEBT M. WEHARPERB=KR, TBAK. BENEBRE=
Fo FABERRE TN, —REHMBE TEBHIK.

‘EREXTHOBKE? ERBHARRG T —T.

MRS, —TRZAOE. “IHHEBK.”

ARRE - HHE”

‘ERR,REBE—TBARE,

BRIk FEo

@ Universe City F H R GX ZIH e R ERAR A 65 FROD like Beeee-— 4%
@ That’s because B % @ far out in space & £ X £ ® spaceman FHA T ©
there —to Universe City 2 FF® D After that A FHFRF IS £ 2 60@®
get to ¥l ik (=arrive a)@ inta+ XA T £ =by+ Xl = AJ journey #
70D take & % (& 9@ captain #5 K, ALK @ Here he is now & AL

— Key Points

went to Universe City: #IRFA — M HEFELUA, AMTEERNDEZER
FFURE —KTF. BHMAE S went to 5 when o B¥. 5B
Sk, Universe MR F[s]5 Ciy A F[s]1—#. TEEE. FHIE
Universe City B B University.

for. FEAREL LR FREHNSNHE for BUTH four,

can work in: R ABIBIIAMAEEZ BRERR. FUESHRK. 3F
A work in V8141 B 8 & R T EH AR L BT LU % . £ BT R working, {H
BEAREE SR Z S A 88 B 42 2 17T B aX 15 B R0 IR I . B i
£ work in,

of this spaceship: 0158 LA IF % 3 B R SE M35 . I HiX M of this H of 1
[v]¥& 7% . this B9 B F [s]1F0 spaceship M & F (s & .space WEH
[s1#0 ship WE FNREFEM. FRSIARF.




4 e razk &
Fontes. He looked at' me, and I looked at him.
Then, “Hello, Stephen,” he said.

“Hello, Manuel.”

“I often think of* your words Stephen—7"

“My words?”

“Yes. One day’ you said to me, *‘Manuel,
today you are going to' die”.”

“Yes,” I said. “But we were young men then.
Now, here you are, captain of a spaceship.”

“That’s right.”

“And you’re alive’ and well®. ”

“Yes.”

“So I was wrong.”

“I know. But I often think of those words. And
that journey.”

“It was a journey like this —to Universe
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City®, said.

“This journey is not going to be like that one ,”

*he said.

I looked at him. Yes, he was right. He was
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Captain Fontes now, captain of a spaceship. At that
time', he was Manuel, a young man. And on that

Journey into space we were all very young.

“No, it’s not going to be the same®, ” I said.

& Four Young People

T here were four of us on that journey. Four

young people in a very small spaceship. Ayesha
said it was like a taxi. It was a spacetaxi’, and the
taxi driver was not a person, but' a computer.

That was one of" Ayesha’s jokes. She always
liked to make jokes". Sometimes’ she joked about the
computer.

“It” s a good driver,” Ayesha said one day.
“It’s going to take us all the way* to Universe City,
but not ask for' any money! That’s not like the taxi

Lo»

drivers in Cairo' .

Ayesha came from Cairo, in Egypt. She was
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very good with computers. She liked to build them.

“But girls can’ t build computers,” I said to
her. “Men build them.”

“Is that a joke, Stephen?” Ayesha asked. “It
isn’t a very good joke,” Manuel said.

Ayesha was eighteen years old. Manuel was
nineteen at that time, in the year 2085. He came
from’ Rio de Janeiro, in Brazil'. He worked on the
motors’ of the spaceships.

“You’re good with motors, not with people,”
Ayesha said to him.

That was one of her jokes.

“No,” Manuel said. “But I like motors. I don’
t always’ like people.”

“Do you like me?” Ayesha said.

“Yes.”

“That’s good.”

I looked at them. They were good friends. She
liked him and he liked her.

“I don’t like motors and they don’t like me,” I said.
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“You say strangel things sometimes ,” Karin
said. Karin Svensson was eighteen years old and
came from Stockholm, in Sweden'. She wrote
programs for computers.

“I’m a strange person,” I said.

“You joke about it, but perhaps’ it’s true,”
Karin said.

I was not very happy about those words. Karin
was a very beautiful girl, and I liked her.

One day I said to her. “You think in numbers,
not words.' I’ m not a computer program, Karin.
And I’m not like 2 motor. I’m me .”

I looked at Ayesha and Manuel. They said
nothing, but they looked at Karin. From that time’ ,
perhaps, we were not four young people in that
spaceship. There were three of them and me.

And who am 1? You ask. I am English, and

my name is Stephen Short. Because I’ m English

I speak English™, of course. But I also speak good
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Russian' and some Chinese®.

[’m not going to say much now. This story is
about that journey to Universe City. 1 was a young
man then, not the same person’. Who was I then?
Read my story. The answer to that question' is

there.

&Day One

At that time it was a five-day journey’ to
Universe City. Five long days in a spaceship!

“Good,” Ayesha said. “We can eat and drink
and talk. Perhaps Stephen can give some English
lessons?”

“Your English is very good,” T said.

“Ayesha speaks good English, but my English is
poor,” Manuel said.

“I’m sorry,” I said. “I’m not going to" give
English lessons.”

So they talked, and 1 listened. They talked

about Universe City, the space school®”. Ayesha



