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Impressions of the City

From within the upper storey you could see and hear the
colours and noises of the busy city. I especially remember the egg
seller with his baskets of produce supported on his shoulders across
his shoulder with long bamboo poles “Da jee tzer” (large eggs).
Long, ragged trousers and long white shirt, rope sandals. Water
was sold in tins and buckets. The roads were busy with rickshaws
carrying wealthy Chinese merchants, coolies, tired and sweaty,
padding along, grasping their mopping cloth.
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I recall a thriving city crammed with humanity, and bustling
with activities of all sorts: funeral and wedding processions, busi-
ness transactions, thriving shops, street sellers shouting their
wares—eggs, vegetables, rice, flours, plants—people laughing and
chattering and children happily running around.

I can envisage on special occasions sitting in a Chinese-style
boat, on Lake Da Ming Hu. Chinese tea and biscuits were served to
passengers. The Lake was dotted with houseboats and surrounded
by a backdrop of temples and willowy greenery.

Way beyond the city lay the wonderful Tai Shan Mountains.
It was a treat to spend a day climbing up and down again with par-
ents, and I recall the interesting Buddhist temples at the top.
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. Chang da sao

Chang da sao impressed me with innate dignity and immacu-
late presentation. Her glossy, black hair was swept back into a tidy
bun. Her patience was inexhaustible and I have no recollection of a
harsh or hasty word from her. She always wore small sleeper ear-
rings and she wore a distinctive brass ring, which served as a thim-
ble. The practice of binding the feet of girl children was still
widespread among the older generation. Chang da sao was no ex-
ception. Her feet had been bound as a child, though Mei-Lee es-
caped this practice.

Chang da sao was a wonderful needle-woman. She excelled at
dress“making and delicate embroidery. I spent many hours watch-
ing her at her treddle sewing machine. I was fascinated as a child to
watch her making shoes with wads of newspaper, which she cut to
shape and pierced with a special tool like a bodkin. She then super-
imposed silk uppers, beautifully embroidered with colourful flow-
ers, most delicately done. This was footwear for the privileged
classes. Commonly, slippers were made of plain cotton, though the
coolies might have worn straw sandals.

I won a gramophone in a lucky dip and Chang da sao got great
pleasure from listening to the only record I had which was Harry
Lauder singing Scottish songs on one side and deep fit routines on
the other. I was happy to think Chang da sao was comfortably
cared for in her old age as she went to live with her daughter Mei-
Lee, who married a postal service employee.

(from “Memories of a young girl’s life on the Cheeloo Chris-
tian University Campus, Shantung, in the 1920’s and 30’s”, by
Mrs Alison M. Harris, daughter of Dr. L. M. Ingle, Professor of
Anatomy)
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