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Passage 1

Overseas Chinese

In the first half of the 19th century, there were a
number of major political and other troubles in China.
Local wars, f’érriyine and floods killed millions of people
and forced thousands to seek their fortunes overseas in

unknown and hostile lands. Many Singaporeans are de-.

scendants of emigrants who risked their lives to sail
southwards from China. Some went to countries which
are now Malaysia or Indonesia. Others set off across the
Pacific Ocean, hardly daring to expect that they would
ever reach the USA, and uncertain of the reception that
awaited them there,

In 1848, three Chinese arrived at San Francisco on
the American sailing ship ‘Eagle’. They took a tremen-
dous personal rist in venturing into a foreign country.
There were rewards to be obtained : prospecting for
gold, starting restaurants or laundries, working in mines
and on the railway, but they faced racial and other

problems.
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In 1847, there were 479 people in San Francis-
co. The number doubled in 1848 and then rose dra-
matically when gold was discovered inland. After a
short war, America won what is now Califonia from
Mexico. In 1849, there were over 600 ships anchored
in San Francisco Bay, most of them abandoned. The
crew had gone ashore to search for gold. Thousands of
immigrants from Europe and China swelled the popula-
tion of San Francisco, set up their own crude form of
law, and, when the gold mines were worked out,
found ways of earning a living.

Some Chinese immigrants grew and sold vegeta-
bles. Some were fishermen. Some imported silks,
ivory fans, sandalwood and other things from China.
Then they set off from house to house as travelling
salesmen. By the 1880s there were over 30 000 Chi-
nese living (often under poor conditions) in San Fran-
cisco. At first, local people welcomed them. ‘They are

* among the most industrious, quiet, patient people a-

mong us,’ one newspaper commented. Governor Stan-
ford employed many Chinese (who made him im-
mensely rich) and said they were ‘peaceable, industri-
ous and apt to learn’.

However, the attitude to Chinese immigrants soon
changed. There was widespread unemployment when
the gold rush petered out. Frugal Chinese immigrants



had saved up their money and started their own busi-
nesses, in which they normally employed only Chinese
workers. Some Americans blamed the Chinese for their
troubles. Others were envious of the success which
many Chinese had attaihed. In addition, the Chinese
tended to keep themselves to themselves, and this also
caused resentment.

At times, there were disputes and fights between

the Chinese and other immigrants. Attempts were made
to pass laws which discriminated against the Chinese.
'For example, a Laundry Ordinance was passed, levying
heavier taxes on laundrymen who did not own horse-
drawn carts. Although these laws were eventually de-
clared unconstitutional and invalid, they made life diffi-
cult for many Chinese at the time. Another source of
difficulty was the attempt of some Chinese to exploit
their fellows or to control them. Gangs were sent from
China to extort money from Chinese living in Califor-
nia. Men, women and children were sold as slaves. The
opium trade developed, and secret societies flourished.
Despite all these difficulties, thousands of Chinese
people settled down as shopkeepers, farmers, miners or
in other occupations. Their children attended American
schools. Some remembered how to speak , read and
write Chinese. Others gradually forgot. They grew
taller and stronger than their relatives back in China.
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If you go to California now, you will find Chi-
nese professors at many universities, Chinese lawyers,
doctors, judges and police officers. Some Chinese are
proud of their cultural heritage but others no longer ac-
cept that they are Chinese at all. ‘I'm American, not
Chinese’ is as common as other immigrants who say,
‘I°m American, not English, Irish or Italian, > What
is very clear, however, is that in the face of tremen-
dous difficulties the immigrants from China struggled
on and established a reputation for considerable intelli-
gence and the willingness to work hard to build a secure
future. There is a parallel here for us in Singapore,
where people of vatious races (most of them the descen-
dants of immigrants) have combined to work hard for
Singapore. Our ancestors faced and overcame many
difficulties. It is our job now to build for the future,
thinking first of ourselves as Singaporeans rather than
as members of any particular race. Our unity is our
strength.

New Words

famine /' faemin/ n. an extreme lack of food 7%
emigrant /’emigrant/ n. a person who leaves his own
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laundry /’lo:ndri/ n.

immigrant /’imigrent/ n.

sandalwood /'saendlwud/ n.

governor /'gavena/ n.

apt /apt/ a.
peter /'pitta/ v.
envious ./'enviss/ a.

resentment /ri’sentment/ n.

discriminate

/dis’ krimineit/ v.
levy /'levi/ v.
unconstitutional

/' anikansti’ tju:fanal/ a.
invalid /in' vaclid/ a.
gang /gan/ n.
extort /ik'stoit/ v.
opium /' supjem/ n. *
heritage /' heritidz/ n.
parallel /' paralal/ n.

country to settle in another
prR

a building where clothes are
washed and ironed #KJE

a person who comes into a
foreign country (HEIMEA
FDER

2GS

an elected head or a state’s
government MK

quick to learn HEBAH)

slowly disappear ZB#fii%

Bl

AR

make a difference between
X5

collect (taxes) fif ()

5 Fere

without legal force Joiy
a group of —#,—8¥
obtain by force $j&

B

L T

likeness  #A{tl



Useful Expressions

. apt to learn ¢ quick to learn FREH.EFZR
. peter out ¢ come gradually to an end TR#Ef{ 1k
. discriminate against ¢ treat unfairly, as less improtant
' 1R
Notes

. the American sailing ship ‘eagle’ : FE“/¥ "SR

. San Francisco Bay ¢ X2 7aRE

. set up their own crude form of law :  HIET fhfi1HERY
RREHEHER

. Governor Stanfprd s SRiE M

5. The Chinese téng\eggp keep themselves to themselves :  #f
Wt l{ AFRH 5 AZHE. ,

. For example, a Laundry Ordinance---horse-drawn carts.

8 T 8o, H BEMBER TIERES

. secret societies flourished ¢ {4 1GER

. There is a parallel here for us in Singapore, - : ' [FF]
IR AT BTN A O EARAL o '

Exercises

A. True or False ¢

1. Some Chinese s;at off across the Pacific Ocean, nearly dar-
6



ing to expect that they would ever get to the USA.
2. To search for gold., many ships sailed to San Francisco in
1849.
3. In America, the economical Chinese immigrants had kept
their money for starting their own businesses.
4. The Laundry Law was finally declared unconstitutional and
invalid. ' '
5. The descendants of the Chinese immigrants and the people
of other races have combined to work hard for Singapore.'
B. Multipie Choice ¢ .
6. Quite a number of Chinese were forced to loc;k for their
fortunes overseas becausc of
a. famine and floods
b. ohter troubles in China

c. local wars
d. local wars, famine and floods .
- Thousands of immigrants from Europe and China the popu-

~1

lation of San Francisco.
a. rose abdve the level b. expanded
c. grew bigger d. widened
8. At first, one local newspaper in San Francisco said that
Chinese immigrants were |
a. industrious and quiet
b. industrious, peaceable and quick to learn
€. quiet
d. hard-working



9. Gangs of persons were sent from China to from
Chinese living in California.
a. get money by force - b. make money
¢. use unfairly d. collect taxes
10. Which of the following is NOT true?
a. The immigrants from China struggled on and gained
reputation for much intelligence and the willingness to
work hard to build a sure future. .
b. The immigrants from China faced and overcame many
difficulties.
¢. Overseas Chinese are working hard for the countries
they live in.
d. It is their job for overseas Chinese to build the future,

thinking of themselves only.



Passage 2

Postal Services and Telephones

Transport of people and goods represents only one
aspect of communications. The transmission of informa-
tion is another, in its way no less important. In twenti-
eth-century American communications we find one no-
torious contrast, that between the postal services and the
telephones. The postal services, run by the central gov-
ernment, are always under attack —slow, expensive and
irregular. The private enterprise telephones, on the oth-
er hand, are no less praised for their efficient, reason-
ably priced and courteous service. These popular images
are not without foundation, though they are often exag-
gerated.

In having government responsibility for the postal
services, the United States is following a universal prac-
tice among modern states. This is the only public service

-that has not been left to private enterprise. Until 1971,

postmasterships were given on the recommendation of -

the state party organisations, working through their sen-
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ators or members of Congress. These appointments
were traditionally important in the relations between
the national administration and the state party ma-
chines : not a good basis for efficiency. In 1971 the _
status of the Post Office was changed so that it could
work more like a normal commercial undertaking. The
use of sophisticated machines and technology was ex-
tended, but people continued to complain of slow ser-

© vice, lost letters, damaged parcels and high costs.

The postman’s work in delivering letters is kept
down by one very simple device. 'In streets where the
houses are separate and standing well back from the
road, each in its individual garden, the postman does
not come to the door of each house, because each house
has a box of standard type by the roadway, designed so
that the postman can put the letters in ¢ without getting
out of his car—and he can also collec. >utgoing post;

The postman need have no difficulty in finding
the houses where he is to deliver the letters — and
strangers have little need to ask the way —as one thing
that tends to be standardised, both in cities and in sub-
urbs, is the system of numbering streets and houses.
Some people may find this soulless, but it has some re-
al advantages. A house with a name may sound very
grand, but it is a trouble to the postman and to friends
peering from house to house on a dark night, and



American habits prefer convenience. If you have to go
to a house in a strange place, and the address is 2240
North West Thirty-fifth Street, you can find your way
straight to it without a map and without asking the way.
" The number 2240 does not mean that it is the 2240th
house in the street. The number is really a kind of map
reference, indicating that on North West Thirty-fifth
Street it is two-fifths of the way between the twenty-
second and twenty -third roads (or ‘avenues’ )that cross
Thirty-fifth Street at right angles.

This method of numbering usually starts from two
main roads crossing one another in the town centre ; the
north-south roads may be called ‘streets’and those run-
ning cast-west ‘avenues’, with the number of each
house determined by its position. This standardisation
does not strike Americans as rigid or inappropriate. Af-
ter all, much of the northern frontier of their country is
along an artificial straight line, the forty-ninth parallel
of latitude, and many state, county and city boundarics
follow straight lines too. These are some of the signs
that show that the Americans, in building a new soci-
ety, new towns and political units, could already sce
where they were going.

The telephone was first developed on a substantial
scale in the United States. Alexander Graham Bell,
born and educated in Scotland, moved first to Canada

il
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