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Chapter 1

Introduction

1) A Brief Introduction to the TOEFL Listening Comprehension

The TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) has
become the most popular and well-known form of exam in many
parts of the world since it started in 1963. The major purpose of
the TOEFL test is to evaluate the English proficiency of the peo-
ple whose native language is not English. More than 2,300 col-
leges and universities in the United States and Canada, as well as
in some other countries where English is the language of instruc-
tion, require their applicants who are not native speakers of Eng-
lish to take the test. In addition, many other institutions, gov-
ernment agencies, and scholarship programs use TOEFL scores.
All this has made the TOEFL an essential exam for those in our
country who want to study in the English-speaking countries.

The TOEFL test uses a multiple-choice format and is given
in a single session of about 3 hours, including the time required
for admitting examinees. It consists of the TWE (Test of Writ-
ten English) test and the following three sections:

Section 1. Listening Comprehension -- Measures ability to
understand spoken English.
Section 2. Structure and Written Expression -- Measures a-
bility to recognize language that is appropriate for standard writ-
1



ten English.

Section 3. Reading Comprehension -- Measures zbility to
understand non-technical reading matter.

In August, 1995, certain changes were made in the TOE-
FL, with the focus on listening and reading Comprehension. The

changes in Sectior 1 are shown as follows:

Old Form _ New Form
Part A. Single Sentences (20) Short Conversations (30)
Part B.  Short Conversations(15) Longer Conversations (8)
Part C. Longer Conversations Talks (12)

and Talks (15) : '

From the above description, it can be seen that these
changes have undoubtedly increased the level of difficulty in the
Listening Comprehension section. In reality, listening and read-
ing compreﬁension are the most basic and important aspects of
the language study, especially the listening comprehension which
has become the major factor influencing the examinees’ test
scores. It is for this reason that we set about compiling this text-
book, which intends to help students who want to improve their
listening comprehension, or who want to prepare for the TOEFL

test.
2) The Outline and Aim of This Book

This book is designed to give students intensive and specific
practice of the three parts in the Listening Comprehension sec-
tion. It is divided into five chapters, with the first few chapters
devoted to each part of the test, and the last chapter to compre-
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hensive practice. Chapter One gives an introduction to both the
TOEFL test and this book. Chapter Two consists of & sections,
classified according to the types of questions in the short conver-
sations. The purpose is to familiarize examinees with the com-
monly asked questions in the test so that they may be able to
judge the best kind of answer from the type of question asked at
the end. Chapter Three consists of 4 sections, divided according
‘to the initiations for the conversations. It summarizes the major
factors that often lead people to talk with each other. Chapter
Four also consists of 4 sections, . divided according to the topics
discussed in the talks. It presents the kinds of content that are
often related to the test. Chapter Five consists of five practice
tests, aimed at evaluating examinees’ proficiency after the previ-
ous specific exercises. Examinees will have an opportunity to
test their own ability, and decide how they are going to deal with
the real test later on.

Finally, we want to use the words in the next paragraph as
the conclusion, pointing out the importance of practice to the ac-
tual exam, which in turn further highlights our aim in compiling
this book.

No single textbook, or method, is best to help prepare a
person for the TOEFL since the test is not based on a specific
course of study. The TOEFL is 'designed to measure a person’s
proficiency in English, and language proficiency can only be

achieved after a relatively long period of study and practice.



Chapter 2

Short Conversations -

Type 1 Questions

Directions: In this section of the exercise, you will hear
short conversations between two speakers. At the end of each
convetsation, you will hear a question about the conversation.
The conversations and questions will not be repeated. After you
hear a question, read the four possible answers provided and
choose the best answer.

All the questions in this section are mainly of the following
type: ’

— What does the second speaker (man or woman) mean?

— What does the second speaker (man or woman) imply?

— What does the second speaker (man or woman) suggest/
think/advise?

1. A(A) Buying a new typewriter.
(B) Finding a new place for the typewriter.
(C) Finding a better typist.
(D) Questioning the typist.

2. (A) That he wants Barbara to go with him.
(B) That he will have a date with Barbara.
(C) That the woman cooks for the party.



(D) That he will Buy a present for Bill.

. 3. (A) The bossvwas angry with good reason.
’ (B) The boss didn’t understand the letter.
(C) She wasn’t at all upset.
(D) She wanted a better design.

4. (A) Please sit down.
(B) She doesn’t want him to sit down.
(C) She’ll mind if he sits down.
(D) She doesn’t like the man. .

5. (A) They’re about the same as the ones made before.
B 'They’rc different.
(C) They’re too dry and sweet. ; -
(D) They’re better.

6. (A) The man can correct his mistake later.
(B) The man answered two questions coriectly.
(C) The man can’t change his answer now.
(D) The man didn’t begin the test on time.

7. (A) Four or five days.
(B) Exactly a week.
(C) About a week.
(D) More than two weeks.

8. (A) He'll ask Steve when he talks to him.
(B) He wants to make sure the weather is clear. .
(C) He doesn’t know if they can get a room.
(D) He isn’t sure that there’ll be space for_Steve.

9. (A) She agrees that the play is a success.



11.

12.

e

(B) She’s less interested in tickets than in the play itself.
(C) She disagrees about the number of tickets sold.
(D) She congratulates the students for playing a good game.

. (A) The parking places are very far away.

(B) She isn’t very gaod at parking the car.
(C) There are enough parking places..
(D) She had no problem finding the park. . .

(A) Take a different train. g Lo
(B) Go shopping at the new store.
(C) Find a new repair shop.

(D) Buy a new car.

(A) He wrote it last semester.
(B) He’ll finish it in,a few minutes.

" (C) He never does assignments. early.

13.

14.

15.

(D) He isn’t going to write it.

(A) Not everyone from England likes to read all the time.

(B) People who teach English like other things besides

books. :
(C) The English like to read a lot and listen to music.
(D) English teachers usually like to read a lot.

(A) That Liz doesn’t know them well.

(B) That Liz doesn’t know her.

(C) That she will phone Liz if he doesn’t.

(D) That she doesn’t know Liz’s phone number.

(A) She couldn’ make up her mind.
(B) She doesn’t have time for a job.



16.

17.

18.

19,

20,

21.

(C) Shed like to have a company of her own.
(D) She has a mind of her own.

|

(A) He wants to eat immediately.
(B) He wants to know when the game will be over.
(C) He’s worried about what time it is.-

(D) He’s afraid he’s dying.

(A) Calm down a little. -

(B) Become a doctor.

(C) Find a better doctor.

(D) Get medical advice. .

(A) She suggests they check in the catalog.
(B) She’s not sure where the catalogue is."

(C) She doesn’t know if there is such a subject.
(D) She has found this subject in the catalog.

‘(A) He doubts David’s reliability.

(B) He’s willing to trust David. - TRy A
(C) He has confided some of his doubts to Dayid. .
(D) He thinks David will benefit from this experience.

& (sl

(A) Her back hurt during the meeting.

(B) She agreed that it was a good meeting.

(C) The proposal should be sent back. ‘
(D) His support would have heiped this mofﬁing.

(A) He only watches TV.
(B) There are some rockets on top of the TV.
(C) He saw a rocket on TV.

(D) There was a TV on the ship.

fe AR
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22.

25.

26.

217.

28.

(A) That the jacket is still new.

(B) That Steve should buy a new one.

(C) That a new jacket (is quite expensive.
(D) That Steve, looks ugly in the old jacket,

./(A) The man would understand if he had Frank’s job.

(B) Frank could help him get a job on an-airplane..
(C) Waiting on tables is an enjoyable job.
(D) She is tired of waiting for him there.

CA) Demand a check to cover the difference. -
(B) Get a new television set. ' '
(C) Find another repairman..

(D) Ask for anadjustment’in his bill.

(A) It’s not important how he dances.

(B) It’s too crowded to dance anyway.

(C) If he’s careful, no one will notice.

(D) No one knows the steps to the dance.

(A) She’s looking for hér raincoat. e /{
(B) $She’s'scaking her clothes'. ‘ ' S
(C) She wants to close the window. s B
(D) She got caught in the, rain,
(A) He hadn’t been theré.

(B) He didn*t likeit. ~ ~ . . .
(C) He didn’t care. 3 ’

(D) He wasn’t careful.

(A) The winter has just begun.
(B) Once it starts, it’ll snow a lot.



