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Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe, an American
writer, depicts different characters of black slaves, such as Uncle
Tom, who submits to his fate, and Eliza and her husband George
Harris, who refuse to submit to their fate: “Never was born!” and
fight against the slave system. ,

“Uncle Tom’ was used pejoratively, meaning white patemalism
and black passivity, undue subservience to white people on the part
of black people. In the 1970s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, with its strong
female characters, started to attract the attention of feminist critics.
Tom’s passivity was compared to Gandhi’s strategy of peaceful resis-

tance.
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