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1. zodiac: n. )i’v??‘:ﬁ‘iﬁ'f‘:—"‘?w$
B, PTi% Chinese zodiac 3§
R FEG+ 4K

2. phases of the moon: 4§ A &
BT

3. horoscope: n. 2%; R¥

(s rom the open window of an upstairs bedroom in the big white
f farmhouse in Hillsboro, West Virginia, came one wail . . .
then another . . . then another. The newborn baby’s thin little cries
grew in strength, each one traveling farther and farther, through the
apple orchard, past the barn, across the meadow, and toward the moun-
tains in the distance.

The day was June 26. The year was 1892, year of the dragon.

According to the Chinese zodiac', babies born in the year of the
dragon grow up to be high-spirited, big-hearted, and bold. Most people
in the town of Hillsboro hadn’t heard of the Chinese zodiac. Those
who had heard of it didn’t pay much attention to it. True, they planted
by the seasons and sometimes by the phases of the
moon’. They even read horoscopes® in the news-
paper occasionally; but they didn’t really believe the
stars affected anyone’s destiny. Years later, the towns-
people would learn that, for a lot of reasons, this
baby grew up to be as energetic, generous, and brave
as her zodiac sign predicted. She became a world-

mmmmmm oo ..., famous author and a passionate spokesperson for

civil rights.
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On that summer day long ago, the baby’s mother sat propped up
in her canopied bed, held the infant close, and gently rocked her. As she
rocked, she hushed the baby and whispered its name.

“Shh . ..shh...Don’t cry, little Pearl.”

She thought that the baby, its fair skin touched with pink, looked
like a pearl.

The infant curled her tiny fingers around a strand of her mother’s
silky hair and hung on tightly. Soon she stopped crying. Her blue eyes,
open wide, looked all around. She couldn’t make sense of what she
saw. Everything was too new. Her eyes were full of wonder as they
surveyed her world — a snug’, safe world with white
ruffled” curtains and solid, old-fashioned furniture. /T TN
1. snug: adj. #7564, 47iEe4 |
2. ruffled: adj. FAR4Y; A2k |
and father, Absalom?, would take her on a long q 8, THKE. w14, & §

F i
| 3. Absalom: 52k X E 8 2

5

BE Y PP
They would leave the sunny first- and second-floor | ez, 3 %’ii#ﬁ: HE

§

§

In a few months, the baby’s mother, Caroline,

Journey. They would leave the farmhouse, with its
cellar-kitchen that stayed cool almost all the time.

rooms, decorated so simply and pleasantly, and the A

attic with its boxes full of old photographs, letters, | 4. memento: n. L& %

s AN, | I | A | W— —— . —  M— ey W

and other treasured mementos®.
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The West Virginia farm was Caroline’s childhood home. It had
belonged to her family, the Stultings, since before the Civil War, and
Caroline hated to leave. But her husband’s work demanded it. They
would go back to Absalom’s missionary duties in China with their
new daughter and their ten-year-old son, Edgar, Pearl’s big brother.

On their last evening at home, the couple stood outside on the

- porch so Caroline could take a long last look at the peaceful view.
During the years to come when she was far away, she would want to
~ remember it clearly. Edgar came out to join them. Like his mother, he
wished they could stay on the farm.
“I'll miss wading in the creek,” he said wistfully'.

“I'll miss everything,” Caroline said, her voice choked with tears

as she surveyed the shady green lawn and the pleas-

: ant country lane beyond it.

L. wistfully: adv, E#BH | M Y

2. reproachfully: adv. B E
BB - be saved in China,” Absalom said quietly, but a little

“Caroline, you know there are countless souls to

reproachfully?. “We have to go back.”
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“I'm not asking to stay. Your mission in China is our life’s work,”
Caroline replied, looking directly at him. “Still, it’s hard to leave. Qur
children won’t grow up here with their uncles and aunts and cousins.
Pearl won’t know what it is to be a part of this beautiful place.”

Absalom said nothing more. Caroline knew he would follow his
calling no matter what sacrifices it required. She cared about him and
respected his dedication'. Nevertheless, she sometimes wished she had
fallen in love with a farmer or a storeowner rather than with Absalom
Sydenstricker, this stubborn preacher who cared more about his work
than about anything else. She held Pearl tightly to her as she looked
again at the scene around them. The weeks since the baby’s birth had
passed quickly. Summer had turned to autumn. In the light of the
September sun, the leaves of the big maple tree in the front yard glowed
like topaz? and amber®

Next day, her mother would carry the baby girl

1. dedication: n. #k H K
in a basket aboard a passenger train that would take Hoib et el
the family across the continent to San Francisco. 2. topaz: n. EAKE, 5
There they would board a big ship. Crossing the ' 3. amber: n. 54

blue-green water of the Pacific Ocean, Pearl stayed
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in her mother’s arms most of the day and slept in the little basket at
night. When Caroline became too seasick to nurse the baby, Absalom
carefully spooned milk from a cup into Pearl’s mouth as the ship rolled
with the rise and fall of the waves.

The baby’s West Virginia birthplace, in the heart of the oldest
mountains on earth, lay thousands of miles behind. Her new home
would be in younger mountains, but in an older civilization. As Pearl
would soon learn, China’s imperial history winds, like the tail of a
magnificent dragon, far into the past.
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(m he nation to which Caroline and Absalom Sydenstricker

CJ brought their children had four thousand years of recorded
history. A huge country of flowing rivers, wide plains, sandy deserts,
softly rounded hills, and high, wind-carved mountains, China had
been unified over two thousand years earlier by the emperor Qin Shi
Huang-di. Qin’s government set up a common written language and
a monetary system to be used across all of China. This emperor made
the buying and selling of wheat, rice, and other goods much simpler
than it had been before his reign. His government built roads fifty
paces wide radiating from the capital into the rest of the country. Qin’s
government also completed the Great Wall — a brick wall 1,500 miles
long. The Great Wall was wide enough for chariots to travel on and
high enough for archers to rain arrows down on any attackers.

When Pearl was born, China was ruled by the Ch’ing dynasty,
now usually called the Qing dynasty. The Ch’ing dynasty had ruled
for over two hundred years; but for longer than that, Europeans and
others had been entering the country and gradually changing it, some-

times with the consent of the government, but often without consent.
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Missionaries like Pearl’s father sometimes angered Chinese people by
insisting that their western religion was better than the religions of
China. The Empress Dowager', the most powerful person in the nation,
was growing old. Though the imperial dynasty clung to” its power, the
nation was restless. Drastic’ change was inevitable, but as Pearl’s family
traveled to their new home, the merchants, fishermen, priests,
seamstresses, scholars, and farmers went about their work in much the
same way they had for the past century.

Life in the cities could be hectic and crowded for people used to a
West Virginia farm. Once, before Pearl was born, Absalom, Caroline,
and Edgar had lived in a three-room apartment over a shop beside the
Yangtze River. Noise from the bustling’ streets and
the busy river filled their tiny apartment. All day,

big steamers and fishing vessels of different shapes | 1. Empress I )“"" ager: BAEK
and sizes traveled up and down the Yangtze’s turbu L
5 = 3
P & 2. cling (to): v. #MME, B
lent waters. Street vendors and shoppers haggled 3. drastic: adj. BIAL

over the price of fish, vegetables, and silk. Pearl’s 4. bustling: adj. FHe4, &R

mother disliked the loud noise of the city, but she #

found almost unbearable the drownings she saw
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through her upstairs window. Small boats often capsized on the rough
river, and sometimes people fell off their boats. Rescue was almost
impossible because of the strong currents. These sights horrified her
because she could do nothing to save the people who fell overboard.

When they returned to China with Pearl, her mother carried her
ashore in Shanghai; but they didn’t stay long in that coastal city.
Absalom was eager to get back to his work in the Chinese countryside,
so they soon traveled inland to Tsinkiang'. There, Pearl grew as plump
as a dumpling. By the time she took her first baby steps, she had won
the heart of her Chinese nursemaid, her amah, named Wang.

Wang often patted Pearl’s curly blonde hair, gently lifting one of
her unruly curls and stretching it out straight, then letting go. It sprang
back into a shiny little circle.

“Mise,” Wang said. Mise means “honey-colored or rice-colored.”

She thought her young charge’s hair looked golden,

ro | R Ay ~V like honey with sunlight shining through it. When

| L ig\;ngfj}sz :i § they went out, though, she often puta cap on Pearl’s
> 7 2 ‘

§ ERE (FHR. FHTR)

| wms
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head. The cap fitted close and hid her yellow hair.

The kind-hearted nursemaid worried that others
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