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The Qiang-inhabited Mount Yingpan, in Maoxian
County, a Neolithic cultural site, is praised by
historiographers as the ancient home of human
civilization.

2. R ERIE RN TER
A watchtower complex in Heihu Village, Maoxian
County.
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The Qiang ethnic group has a population of
306,000 (Census 2000), the largest majority of
whom inhabit the alpine gorges between the south-

eastern rim of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the
Sichuan Basin, including Maoxian, Wenchuan,
Lixian, Songpan, and Heishui counties in Sichuan's
Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture;
Beichuan Qiang Autonomous County and Pingwu
County in Mianyang City; and Danba County in
Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. Some live
in Jiangkou and Shiqgian counties of Tongren
Prefecture, Guizhou Province. In the Qiang-in-
habited areas, deep and narrow river valleys nestled

amongst majestic mountains form a gradient de-

scending from northwest to southeast. In the north,

southeast and west lie the Minshan Mountains,
Longmen Mountains and Qionglai Mountains,
respectively. Only the Tumen district of Maoxian
County, Beichuan County, and Doukou of Pingwu
County lie at low mountain areas. Geologically,
this region sees the most frequent neotectonic
movements of China and is one of the most active
seismic zones of Sichuan Province. Such topo-
graphic conditions often brings earthquake, mud-
flow and other natural disasters to local people's

lives.

The Qiang-inhabited areas lie at the temper-
ate zone, where the climate features five
characteristics. Firstly, it is dry in winter and
droughty in spring. From November to April there
are plenty of sunny days, with a precipitation
accounting for one-fifth of the total of a year.
Secondly, rainfalls concentrate in the hot seasons,
from May to October. Thirdly, vertical differen-
tiation of climate is marked, which brings about
varying ecological environments. Fourthly, there
are more hours of sunshine and a big difference in
temperature between day and night, which ensure
abundant solar energy resources. And also, disas-
trous weather occurs often, mostly drought, hail,
and frost. The upper reaches of the Minjiang River
is a typical semi-drought river valley, with less
precipitation and large amount of evaporation.

The Minjiang and Fujiang are regarded as
the “Mother Rivers” by the Qiang people. Also
known as Wenjiang or Dujiang, Minjiang is so
named because of its important geographical lo-
cation in the Minshan Mountains. Originating
from the juncture of Songpan and Jiuzhaigou
counties, the river flows by Songpan, Maoxian
and Wenchuan to enter Dujiangyan City, and then
it passes the Chengdu Plain to reach Yibin City in
Hubei Province. From there, it merges with the
Jinsha River to form the Yangtze. The upper
reaches of Minjiang north of Dujiangyan City is
mainly inhabited by the Qiang people. The
branches of Minjiang include Heishui River,
Zagunao River, Yuzixi River and Shouxi River.
The Jianjiang River, also known as Shiquanhe or
Beichuanshui, originates from two headstreams.

One is Baicao River, which originates from Huazi




ABOVE THE

3. AN PR
An unearthed pottery of the Western Han Dynasty
(206 B.C. - 24 A.D.).
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An ancient trade route.
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Call-Officers-Roll Platform, the legendary venue
where Fan Lihua called the roll of military officers
and soldiers on drills during the Tang Dynasty, features
76 figures carved and enshrined in 22 niches
on cliffs. It was built in 630, the fourth year of the
reign of Emperor Zhenguan, with a fund donated
by local of s. The niches contain two layers, and
the engraved images range in height from more than
one meter to merely 0.3 meters. Carved with 19
inscriptions, the platform is located in Xiaochang
Township, northern Maoxian County.




Mountain in Songpan County and stretches 120
kilometers. The other is the 110km-long Qingpian
River, which originates from Qingpian Mountain
northwest of Beichuan County. The two rivers
meet in Beichuan to form Jianjiang, which contin-

ues to flow into the Fujiang River.

The Qiang-inhabited areas abound in veg-

etation resources. According to incomplete
statistics, there are more than 2,000 kinds in 220
categories of plants, featuring a vertical
distribution. Generally, the typical plants grown

below 1,600 meters in altitude are evergreen broad-

leaved forests and subtropical coniferous forests;
in the region between 1,600 and 2,000 meters
above sea level are evergreen broad-leaved forests,
deciduous broadleaf mixed forests, and dry valley
shrubs; between 2,000 and 3,600 meters above

sea level are subalpine coniferous forests,
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sclerophyllous evergreen broad-leaved forests, The Wolong Nature Reserve in Wenchuan County 6. JEi&EEE R %
and shrubs; between 3,600 and 4,500 meters above and the Xiaozhaizigou Nature Reserve in Beichuan A cliff carving.

7. RRBAR™

sea level are alpine shrubs and meadows; and County, with a wide variety of plants, are reputed e . : ;
« . X N A historical stone-carving of the Qiang ethnic group.
above 4,500 meters in altitude are alpine sparse by experts as “rare bio-gene banks in the world.
vegetation. Farm crops and economic crops are The Qiang villages are scattered amongst
grown in the regions below 2,800 meters in altitude. the mountains and river valleys, averaging 1,500
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to 2,800 meters above sea level. Some lie in alluvial low lands; some dot the loess

valleys at mountainside; and some are surrounded by exuberant forests and shrubs on

mountains. When clouds approach, the Qiang villages appear now and disappear then;

hence a nickname of the Qiang ethnic group - “People above the Clouds.”
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Drinking the "jar opening" wine.
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Women's festive attire.




-
=]

CLOUDS-THE QIANG ETHNIC GROUP

THE

30VE

AT

\.! S nﬂ.*v»“f

-




w &=k B MR K

TEIR B A AR A,
XA - PR RIIEY #K. “PEEE, RAERr
H,m%A¢MﬁmMW ------ AR L
1, B, mE L, BIRE”.
BER WA 3, I S AE S
R Wl PREAEHIX, “IRGE” hIEIE
ERRAEE], RO, BB R A (R
RRE R AT) gt e a8 “mi. %,
WL, 2 T DARE , iR EECE, 1)

+ 4B d 09445 2 A

Simple and Imposing Watchtowers
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mir
Taoping Qiang Village, viewed far from Jiashan
Village, Lixian County.

13. RIEFLFEHREE

A watchtower house in the Qiang-inhabited Heihu
Village.




