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Abstract

This book is a treatise in the form of a textboqk. Adopting the prin-
ciple of linking the past with the present, Chinese with Western, history
with exposition, and theory with practice, the authors give in the intro-
duction an outline of the developments in dialectics before they are con-
sidered in depth in the following eight chapters. These chapters start
from the dawning of the naive dialectics of ancient Greece to the tortu-
ous development of dialectics in middle ages and 17th-18th centuries;
from German idealist dialectics to the lasting contiibution made by
Marx, Engels and Lenin in materialist dialectics; from the traditional
Chinese philosophy which has given impetus to the development of hu-
man dialectic thinking with its particular concepts to the contribution
made by Mao Tsedong and Deng Xiaoping who have made materialist
dialectics possess Chinese characteristics. The authors form their own
views as a result of taking up the good points of various schools and in-
tend to establish a characteristic system for the history and exposition of
dialectics.

The authors’ sincere hope is to do what little they can to enhance
the overall philosophical quality and dialectical thinking ability of scien-
tific and technological personnel. One noticeable characteristic of this
book is that while it is scientifically organized, it remains eminently bdth
informative and readable. This book can be used as a textbook for post-
graduates who major in philosophy or in science. It can also be used as
-a reference book for the mass of scientific and technological personnel ,
and college science students, as well as for cadres at all levels and the
mass of youth who are longing to increase their own ability to look at

matters dialectically.
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