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Wood

Our desks and chairs are made of wood. The paper for books and
newspapers is made from wood. Even some kinds of cloth are made
from it. Many people burn wood to keep themselves warm in winter.
Indeed, wood is very important for our living.
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Water Tap

A water tap is a device for turning on and off a flow of water. fts
most important parts are a rod with a handle on the top and a washer
which is fixed to the bottom of the rod. The metal parts of a water tap
are usually made of brass because brass resists corrosion. The washer
is made of lexible material such as rubber and plastic.

When the handle is turned the rod either rises or descends because
of the spiral thread. The column descends until the washer fits firmly in
its “seat” . The tap is now closed and no water can flow out of the pipe.

(John Swales: Writing Scientific English)
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The Amazon

The Amazon is a great river. It is nearly 4,000 miles long. It
carries more water than any other river in the world. At its mouth it is
220 miles wide. Ocean-going ships can travel 1,000 miles up the
Amazon, and smaller steamers can reach 2,300 miles inland. In a
single second the Amazon pours 59,000,000 gallons of water into the
Atlantic Ocean. Its muddy water makes the ocean brown for 200 miles.
Half of South America is Brazil, and nearly half of Brazil is covered by
the Amazon. It is truly a great river.
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The Inuits

The Inuits live near the North Pole. They wear warm clothing all
the year round. They make most of it themselves. They make it from
the skins of animals. From skins, they make coats and hats and even
boots.

In this cold climate, trees can’t grow. The Eskimos have to build
their houses from skins, earth, stone, or snow. When they go hunting,
they live in tents of skin. When they are out in a storm and can’t get
back home, they build houses of snow. They leave snow houses when
the storm is over.
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The Ming tombs

The Ming tombs are located in the north-western suburbs of
Beijing, about fifty kilometres from the city. There are the tombs of
thirteen emperors of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644A.D.)

Dingling is the tomb of the tenth emporor of the Ming Dynasty
and his two empresses. Its underground palace was the first of the
underground structures excavated between 1956 and 1957.

" Dingling consists of five chambers, all built of stone. Its total area
is 1,195 square metres. The Ante-chamber and the Central Chamber
are 7.2 metres high each. Two Side Chambers are 7 .1 metres high each.
In the Central Chamber there are three thrones. The Back Chamber, 9.5
metres high, is the place where the coffins are kept.

The grave goods of Dingling number over 3,000 pieces in all,
including gold, silver, pearls, jewels, jadeware, chinaware,

lacquerware, silk goods.
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The ant is not gathering this food for itself alone. It has two
stomachs in its body, one for itself and one for carrying food to “the
folks back home” . When it returns, a nurse ant which has been busy
indoors all day is sure to ask for honeydew. The two ants place their
mouths together. The one which has the honeydew brings up a drop
from its public stomach and passes it into the nurse ant’s mouth; later,
the nurse will give some of her drop to the babies, or to the queen. This
is how the whole city is fed.

When one ant wants food from another, it taps gently on the

?r ’s head with its feelers, using a kind of telegraph code. They »
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