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Chapter 1

Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever and rich, with a comfortable
home, and happy disposition', seemed to unite some of the best
blessings of existence; she had lived nearly twenty-one years in the
world with very little to distress or vex” her.

She was the youngest of the two daughters of a most affectionate’ ,
indulgent* father, and had, in consequence of her sister’s marriage,
been mistress’ ‘of his house from a very early period. Her mother had -
died too long ago for Emma to have more than an indistinct remembrance
of her caresses®, and her place had been taken by an excellent woman
as governess, Miss Taylor, who loved Emma dearly.

Miss Taylor had been in Mr Woodhouse’s family for sixteen
years; she was more than a governess, she was a friend. She was
very fond of both daughters, but particularly of Emma. Between them
it was more the intimacy of sisters.

The real evils of Emma’s situation were the power of having too
much her own way, and a disposition to think a little too well of herself.

Sorrow came — a gentle sorrow — when Miss Taylor married. It
was Miss Taylor’s loss which first brought grief’. It was on the wed-
ding-day of this beloved friend that Emma first sat in mournful thought of

HOTES
1. disposition: person’s natural qualities of mind and character. B4, M2
2. vex: irritate or annoy. 1 & &, ;R
3, affectionate: showing fondness for sh.; loving. A (XA )T E8 &6
4. indulgent: inclined to indulge, doting. ¥ & 45 4549
5, mistress: a woman in authority, especially over a household. £ 42,
A

6. caress: loving touch or stroke. & 3£ ;1€ 5
7. grief: deep distress; unhappiness. 4 , & 4
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what her future without Miss Taylor would be like.

The event had every promise of happiness for her friend. Mr
Weston was a man of easy fortune, suitable age and pleasant man-
ners. But to know this did not make Emma any happier. The want of
Miss Taylor would be felt every hour of the day. She recalled her past
kindness — the kindness, the affection of sixteen years — how she
had taught and how she had played with her from five years old.

' How was she to bear the change? — It was true that her friend
was going only half a mile from them; but Emma Was aware that
there would be a great difference between a Mrs Weston only half a
mile from them and a Miss Taylor in the house.

Her sister, being settled in London, sixteen miles off, was
much beyond her daily reach; and many a long October and Novem-
ber evening must go by at Hartfield, before Christmas brought the
next visit from Isabella and her husband and their little children to fill
the house and give her pleasant society again.

Highbury, the large and populous village almost amounting to' a
town, to which Hartfield belonged, afforded” no equals. The Wood-
houses were the first in consequence there. All looked up to them.
She had many acquaintances’ in the place, for her father was univer-
sally civil, but not one who could take Miss Taylor’s place even for
half a day. It was a ;nelancholg" change; and Emma kept dreaming
of the impossible, till her father awoke, and made it necessary to be
cheerful. His spirits required support. He was a nervous man, easily
depressed. Emma smiled and chatted as cheerfully as she could but
when tea came, it was impossible for him not to say exactly what he

1. amounting to: be equal to or the equivalent of sth. ¥ T 4835 T

2. afford: (here) give, supply. (R X )BE & F

3. acquaintance: person whom one knows but who is not a close friend.
MR ELEEEI R

4. melancholy: very sad; depressed. & %89 0 &)
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had said at dinner:

“Poor Miss Taylor! I wish she were here again. What a pity it is
that Mr Weston ever thought of her!”

Emma did her best to maintain' a happier flow of ideas and to
get her father tolerably” through the evening. The backgammon-table®
was placed; but a visitor suddenly walked in and made it unnecessa-
ry.

Mr Knightley, a sensible man about seven or eight-and-thirty*
was not only a very old and intimate friend of the family, but
particularly connected with it as the elder brother of Isabella’s hus-
band. He lived about a mile from Highbury, was a frequent visitor
and always welcome, and at this time more welcome than usual. It
was a happy circumstance’ and animated® Mr Woodhouse for some
time. Mr Knightley had a cheerful manner which always did him
good. When this was over, Mr Woodhouse gratefully observed ;

“It’s very kind of you Mr.Knightley, to come out at this late
hour to call upon us. ”

“My pleasure,” he replied. “By the way — I have not wished
you joy. I hope it all went off tolerably well. How did you all be-
have? Who cried the most at Miss Taylor's wedding?”

“Ah! poor Miss Taylor! It’s a sad business. ”

“I would say poor Mr and Miss Woodhouse, not ‘ poor Miss Taylor’.

HOTES

1. maintain: cause sth. to continue; keep sth. in existence at the same
level, standard, etc. %, & &

2. tolerably: in a moderate degree; fairly well. 48 % 3b #1347

3. backgammon-table: backgammon—a game for two players played on
a double board with draughts and dice. ¥ 3 2 & #t

4. seven or eight-and-thirty: 37 or 38 yearsold. = +tX ¥ K=+ A%

5. circumstance: condition or fact eonnected with an event or action.
%,

6. animate: make lively. &% &4 4 4
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I have a great regard for you and Emma; but when it comes to' the
question of dependence or independence! At any rate, it must be
easier for Miss Taylor to have only one person to please than two. ”

“Especially when one of those two is a capricious”, troublesome
creature!” said Emma playfully.

“]I believe it is very true, my dear,” said Mr Woodhouse. “I

" am afraid I am sometimes. ”

“My dearest papa! You do not think I could mean you. Oh,
no! I meant only myself. Mr Knightley loves to find fault with me,
you know — but only in jest’. ”

Mr Knightley, in fact, was one of the few people who could see
faults in Emma Woodhouse, and the only one who ever told her of them.

“Well,” said Emma, “you want to hear about the wedding,
and I shall be happy to tell you, for we all behaved charmingly*. Not
a tear, and hardly a long face to be seen. Anyway, you have forgot-
ten one matter of joy to me: I made the match’ myself and even
though so many people said Mr Weston would never marry again, I
proved them wrong. ”

Mr Knightley shook his head at her. Her father fondly replied,
“Ah! my dear, I wish you would not make matches and foretell®
things , for whatever you say always happens. Please do not make any
more matches. ”

MOTES

1. When it comes to: when it is a case, matter or question of doing sth.
Bk WAL ) B

. capricious: unpredictable; impulsive. (B S 4) RAATH T NG

in jest: in fun; not seriously. FHX W, R P &

. charmingly: delightfully. & A &t EAM T2

match: marmiage. #544 ; K 62

., foretell: predict. i & ; B
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“Only one more, papa; only for Mr Elton. Poor Mr Elton! I
must look for a wife for him. ”

“Mr Elton is a very pretty young man, to be sure. But if you
want to show him attention, my dear, simply ask him to come for
dinner with us some day. That will be a much better thing, I’ m sure
Mr Knightley would be happy to meet him. ”

“With a great deal of pleasure, sir, any time,” said Mr Knight-
ley laughing,“ and I agree with you entirely. Invite him to dinner,
Emma, and help him to the best of fish and chicken, but leave him
to choose his own wife. ”

Chapter 2

Mr Weston was a native of Highbury, and born of a respectable
family, which for the last two or three generations had been rising in-
to gentility and property’.

He had satisfied an active and cheerful mind and social temper® by
entering the military service of his country, that existed at that moment.

Captain Weston was a general favourite; and when the chances
of his military life had introduced him to Miss Churchill, of a great
Yorkshire family, and Miss Churchill fell in love with him, nobody
was surprized except her brother and his wife who were full of pride
and importance and did approve of the match.

Miss Churchill, however, being of age’, and with the full

MOTES

1, rise into gentility and property: become increasingly refined, elegant
and wealthy, TR B LMt FHRE 2FAH A LEHRS

2. temper: state of the mind as regards anger or calmness, S, 5 ;
B

3. be of age: have reached adulthood and be legally responsible for
_your actions. RA(FFHEREEEFIL)

BH 7y KU
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command of her fortune, was not to be dissuaded' from the marriage,
and it took place to the infinite mortification” of Mr and Mrs Church-
ill. '

Captain Weston was proved to have the worst of the bargain; for
when his wife died, after a three years’ marriage, he was a poorer
man than at first, and with a child to maintain. The boy had been
‘the means of a sort of reconciliation® ; and Mr and Mrs Churchill,
having no children of their own, offered to take the whole charge of
the little Frank soon after his mother died.

The years passed quickly and before long Mr Frank Churchill was
one of the boasts® of Highbury, and a lively ¢ uriosity’ to see him pre-
vailed®. Frank did not feel the same sentiment’ towards the inhabitants
of Highbury; in fact he had never been there in his life. He kept saying
that he was coming to visit his father, but the visit never took place.

Now, upon his father’s second marriage, it was very generally
proposed that the visit should finally take place. But no one knew
when it would be.

Chapter 3

Mr Woodhouse was fond of society in his own way. He liked very

. dissuade: try to stop sb. by advice or persuation. 4= #h [ X A

. mortification: shame; embarrassment. & & , % 3t

. reconciliation: reconciling or being reconciled. # # , #f BB %

. boast: pride. jl A A M Fh  AAHREARE

. curiosity: being curious; inquisitiveness. *F EE s kT

. prevail: be widespread; exist or happen generally. & &8 58 BAT, WA

~ & Ut B W N

. sentiment: (expression of an) attitude or opinion, usu. influenced by
emotion. A E, &L

A &0 &F
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much to have his friends come and see him. Mr Elton, a young man liv-
ing alone without liking it, appreciated spending his vacant' evenings of
blank solitude® in the society of Mr Woodhouse and his lovely daughter.

But he was not the only person often invited. There were Mrs
and Miss Bates and Mrs Goddard, three ladies almost always at the
service of an invitation from Hartfield,

Mrs Bates, the widow of a former vicar’ of Highbury, was a very
old lady. She lived with- her single daughter and was considered with
all the regard and respect which a harmless old lady, under such un-
fortunate circumstances, can excite. Her daughter enjoyed a most
uncommon degree of popularity for a woman neither young, hand-
some, rich nor married. Miss Bates was a great talker upon little
matters, which exactly suited Mr Woodhouse, full of trivial communi-
cations and harmless gossip.

Mrs Goddard was the mistress of a real, honest, old-fashioned
Boarding-school. Mrs Goddard’s school was in high repute’ — and
very deservedly’ ; for Highbury was regarded as a particularly healthy
spot.

These were the ladies whom Emma found herself very frequently
able to collect’; and she was happy, for her father’s sake, though as
far as she was concerned, these women were no remedy’ for the ab-
sence of Mrs Weston.

As she sat one morning, a note was brought from Mrs Goddard
requesting, in most respectful terms, to be allowed to bring Miss

. vacant: hollow. % & #

. solitude: solitary state. 383 ; 1t &

vicar: clergyman in charge of a parish. (3£ B B34 )3 K 407
repute; reputation. £ 5, 2% &4

deservedly: according to what is deserved; justly. 5 £ #.;2 Fr 3 SR 3

. collect: gather together. R %, 8% £ 4

remedy: means of countering or removing sth. undesirable. #] JE %7 iE ;
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Smith with her, a most welcome request: for Miss Smith was a girl of
seventeen whom Emma knew very well by sight and had always de—
sired to meet, on account of her beauty.

Harriet Smith was the natural daughter of somebody. Somebody had
placed her, several years back, at Mrs Goddard’s school. She was short,
plump’ and fair, with a fine bloom, blue eyes, light hair, regular fea-

- tures, and a look of great sweetness; and before the end of the evening,
Emma was very pleased with Harriet's manners and her person, and
quite determined to continue the acquaintance.

* kK

Harriet Smith’s intimacy at Hartfield was soon a settled” thing.
Quick and decided in her ways, Emma lost no time in inviting, en-
couraging, and. telling her to come very often; and as their
acquaintance increased, so did their satisfaction in each other.

*' Harriet certainly was not clever, but she had a sweet, docile* ,

grateful® disposition; was totally free from conceit; and only desiring

to be guided by any one she looked up to. Harriet enjoyed Emma’s
company very much.

Mrs Goddard, and the teachers, and the girls, and the affairs of
the school in general, formed naturally a great part of the conversa-
tion, but there was another subject of converstion that was even more
important; the Martins of Abbey-Mill-Farm.

The Martins occupied® her thoughts a great deal; she had spent

_two very happy months with them, and now she loved to talk of the

. on account of: because of, B % JH T

plump: overweight; fat. i B #

. settled: established; permanent. & X & A X &)

. docile: (of a person or an animal ) easy 1o control. (A& %)% 5
%4 6 B R A

. grateful: thankful B #ce) KiRey

. oceupy: take up or fill (time, space, sb.’s mind, ete.). &8 ; L%

& WD N e
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