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Part 1

Social Life™™"
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1. Social Interaction®****

Meeting and Greeting People REHT B

IR L TE , 43 T A (formal) 3 &
—How do you do?
—How do you do? ‘
LB ERBIT &
A. —How are you?
—7DI'm fine, thank you. And you?
— Quite well, thank you.
B. —Nice to meet you.
—Nice to meet you, too.
b B2 R (informal) 37 55

— Good morning/afternoon/evening !



Social Life

— Good morning/afternoon/evening !

“Good morning” is used until about lunch time, usually by midday. It
is often used informally. Sometimes the word “good” is dropped.

“Good afternoon” is used until tea-time or just after 5 to 6 p.m. “Good
noon” does not exist in English; therefore, it cannot be used for greeting.

“Good evening”. is used until about 9 p.m. “Good night” is not
regarded as greeting. It is normally used at night when people leave each
other, shortly before going to bed.

“Good morning” —#% FIE T F 12 5 ULAT, £ EX B ERATEE T
ZILL “Morning” MRAIME, X TEARIKFEZX S “Good evening” Al
“Good night”, “Good evening” — % Fi7EME - JL A LLAT, 1 “Good night”
FA TR b B RTROIE B o

FEEENTE
A. —Hello!
—Hello!
B. —Hi!
—Hi!

C. —Momming/Afternoon/Evening.
—Morning/ Afternoon/Evening.
ER:PEASBRBHERE, flu:
A, 5 BB ILZE? (Where are you going?)
785 N SN IRERIT RS, 2 IAOIRIEFLIR
B. #RWZ LR TP 7 (Have you had your dinner?)
FE75 A FTRE RN PRI IEHIPZ TR o
Thankingam
People in western countries may be more likely to say “Thank you.”
than Chinese. When anyone does anything for you, no matter how small it
is or no matter he/she is old or young, you would say “Thank you”.
P AL E AEMEWFER HHIR”. TREESZARN, ik
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T REKEDRSE , LB T IRES, BT 5 W s IR
A. SRS RAE
There are many expressions for you to say “Thank you”, for example:
'Thank you (very much).
Thanks.
Many thanks.
Thanks a lot.
It’s very kind/nice of you.
It’s 'so kind/nice of you to do...
1 appreciate your help.
I really don’t know how to thank you enough.
B. B # R B FLIR 1| &
While you are expressed “Thanks”, you may also reply politely :
I'm very glad if I was of any help.
You are welcome.
Not at all.
My pleasure./I’s my pleasure.
It’s a pleasure.
That’s OK../That’s all right.
That’s okay.
Don’t mention it.
R
A. When anything is offered to you, it is not polite to say “I don’
want it”, though that’s a good manner in China. If you wish it, you
should say “Yes, thank you.”or “No, thank you.” if you refuse it.
Wi NAIRARTEN, HERBRAE"BRAULRN, RAXF&H
EALY o wRRE, IRERUE . I, Bl . T RARE IR K
B. E A — B ARHE A i R AR, LT
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RTIE""AEREMT " F1ERZ. DUBHHBUISHEEEXA”
(It doesn’t matter./Never nﬁnd.)“i‘)i(_;%ﬁﬂi%ﬁﬂ{] ? (It’s my duty./This is what I

should do ) SE RIFHE A WEB T2,

Replying to Compliments ammR

When you are praised for your work or performance of any kind, you
should express your thanks by saying “Thanks.”or “I'm glad you like it.”
This is rather different from the custom of Chinese, which requires you to
speak depreciatingly of your efforts. Never say “No.”or“It is very bad/poor.”
etc. Y4B AN IRBORT R, IRBL 12 B ist o BIE h E AL T B SRIRE Sk
HOMBERBLT, b FHREENABBIRE LR, R R “HER
7 RN '

Introduction”

When you meet someone you do not know or you want to establish a
friendly relationship with, and you would like to show your politeness, you
may introduce yourself first. When you introduce people to one another,
there are certain rules to follow. A younger person is generally introduced to
an older one, a man to a woman, and a person in a lower position to a
person in a higher position.

UIREERANANROARR RGN R CEEEERNE. @
YREE B N INRET , TR & R M — S5, Rl BB E B EN A
BERE BILNRB L+ AR BAHAEN,

Conversation Topics R

People like to start a conversation by saying “It’s lovely weather today,
isn’t it?” “Rather cold, isn’t it?” or “Very hot today, isn’t it? " Weather is
one of the favorite topics to start a conversation for people in western
countries, especially for British people, because topics about weather does
not touch anything personal.

The following is a list of topics and questions that people usually avoid

when they do not know each other well or if they are not very close friends:

b—
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A. Money

Although some people will tell you how much money they paid for
something, many do not like to be asked such questions as:

“How much did your house cost?”

“What did you pay for your car?”

“How much money do you make?”

B. Age

Some people will answer questions about age, but many people would
feel uncomfortable when answering them. It is, however, a common question
to ask a child.

C. Religion

This is a personal question. Most people don’t ask “What is your
religion?” when they meet someone at the first time. The subject usually is
not discussed until people know each other better.

D. Weight ‘

People often compliment each. other on their physical appearances, for
example, “Your hair looks nice.”or “I like your blouse.” However, they
usually do not ask questions about weight. For example, many Americans
would not like to be asked:

“How much do you weigh? "

“Have you gained weight lately? ” (“Have you lost weight? ” is usually acceptable,

especially if you know that the person wants to lose weight.)

E. Certain Information about Marriage

There are some questions that are common and acceptable in some
countries about marriage, but they are not considered polite in the U.S.
They include ;

“When are you going to get married?”

“Why aren’t you married? ”

“When are you going to have children? ” (Sometimes it is acceptable to ask,

5
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“Are you planning to have children? ")

Also, people usually don’t like to be told :

“You should get married soon.”

“You should have children (or another child).. ”

RERAFBRUBRS, EEALELE., RSENMPHIEE, R K&
EAT AR RL o AT BAE SH0K WL 8 3 8 AR HE A HiRiEn Ry
REBRIIE . G %5 K 38 B, {72481,

A BFRE
T
RBAE M
RE
9 SR AR I,

Lady First**%*

m o 0w

In Western countries, it is a communicative tradition to respect and
care for women. “Lady first” has always been observed in many social
circumstances. For example, a public speech always begins with “Ladies
and gentlemen”.

In some other cases, this tradition is also respected. For instance,
when a man intends to smoke in a woman’s presence, he should ask her for
permission first by saying “Would you mind my smoking here?” When a
woman enters a room, it is polite for a gentleman to stand up to show his
respect for her.

HRAMEEE M AL a2 8], fla, FiE S5
&, AMIEEFTLYTE “Lady firsst” XA ; 788 AR PSR 2 2L
“Ladies and gentlemen” 44,

AT % B FIUAIUX RS M o » 5 T A L L TH AT R AR
B[R4 1 E B N (Would you mind my smoking here? ) ; % 1 7 3F F21H] , B +
—REEL; YL LARERBRN, BLEB L LI ERTHEEM,
BEMik& LEFMESE,
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HandshakingﬁaE

In many European countries, handshaking is a social courtesy whenever
people meet. The custom of shaking hands in the United States varies in
different parts of the country and among different groups of people. It is
difficult to make a set rule. When men are introduced, they generally shake
hands. Women shake hands less frequently. If a man and a woman are
introduced , they may or may not shake hands.

HEEMER, AMINLERLAEEFE Mt £XE,
1B A0 ST R R T 5, IR A T ABIBRRORLE - — R0 T, 5B
+ZEERF, a2 ABEFEL K, URPENLEHE -5 L.
A AIReE T, LAl REAE T

Invitations ™"

“Drop in anytime” (K & sk %) and “Come and see me soon” are
idioms often used in social settings but seldom taken literally. It is wise to
telephone before visiting someone.

Never accept an invitation unless you really plan to go. You may refuse
by saying “Thank you for inviting me, but I may not be able to come.” If
you are unable to attend after accepting, be sure to tell those expecting you
in advance that you will not be there apologetically.

When you have accepted the invitation to a party or a dinner, it is
polite to bring small gifts such as bottles of drink, flowers, chocolate with
you. Sometimes Westerner may take you out to dinner in a restaurant and it
does not necessarily mean that he is going to pay the bill at the end of the
meal. He might expect you to “go Dutch”, which means each person pays
his own bill.

R AT “BER R EL” “HOUR L BE REFEEME, A A
NE., mREXRIARED, REFEEZAHRIERA

WEBE MRS, MRAERT, TUBABESREAFRIEKE . mf
BEZTEY, RARTH NMNEESEM NS EN B, BT AR

7



Social Life

BIFIRIME AR, BEXHFRBREMESBRER. AHAEEERHE
FEE B K

Table Manners®**%

In Western countries, when eating with other people, you are always
expected to;

chew with your mouth closed and swallow all the food in your mouth
before taking more or taking a drink.

say “Thank you.” when served something.

keep your elbows away off the table.

ask for the item to be passed instead of reaching over someone’s plate
for something.

Remember :

never talk with food in your mouth.

never pick food out of your teeth with your fingernails or without covering.

it is impolite to eat noisily.

not to wave a fork or a knife in another’s direction.

never blow your nose on a napkin, as napkins are for dabbing your
lips only.

AT ER, B 50N~ HAEN, LR XL,

PSSR &9, (TR A5 , R e FRIE B A B R K

LRI B RRRRS

HENZIBFNXERL L,

WK IR M N AT A ROk G, BLIF B R AT 5%, K
Bl R, RIRE

BESh, B N R

OONH &Y, BRI,

UsHAFEEF  MAFE . HU TR ERERE,

RERFEBEY.

AERTIHXIEEMBA
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AZHAERMBRR, & RAEATES LAHE,

Giving and Receiving Gifts

AL F WAL

In some countries, there are many rules about giving gifts. When do

you give a gift?

To whom do you give a gift?

For what reasons do you

give a gift? The list below includes occasions when many people give gifts

and the types of things people give in the U.S. Remember that rules and

customs about gift-giving in the U.S. are general. It is up to the individual

to decide when to give a gift and what to give.

Occasions

Typical Gifts

A meal at someone’s home

A bottle of wine, flowers, candy

An overnight stay at someone’s home

An object from your country (a vase or
dishy, gifts for the children

Friends’ birthdays,
“big” birthdays (21, 25, 30...70, 80, etc.)

particularly the

Books, records, clothing,decorations
for the house, photo albums

Showers (baby showers, wedding showers)

Baby showers: sheets, blankets, di-
aper bags, baby toys
Wedding showers :

things for the kitchen

usually small

Birth of a baby

Clothes, toys, stuffed animals,
things for the baby’s room

It is usually the case that Americans open the gifts in the presence of

their friends to show their thanks and interest.
EHFZER, MIEALEE — BB AL, b Tt X 5L, 2214+
AR, BT AERmMZELE., TEEBEEL TERXILNG

Rtk UESEIRLE

- Ry
AN A KR
EHNARE S

W AL

—HRIE R TERE R
HOERHRNFEGTES, bl &
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